By MARIA GAURA
Sentinel staff writer

ENEATH THE

redwoods and
behind the folksy
wooden facades of
downtown Boulder
Creek a quiet revol-
ution is taking place.

What was once a remote vacation
and retirement community has rapid-.
ly become a neighborhood of choice
for Silicon Valley ‘‘computer com-
muters,” and the shift in population
is having profound effects on traffic,
housing, schools and businesses in
the Boulder Creek area.

“The county has always looked at
Boulder Creek as the back porch of
Santa Cruz,” said businessman Terry

 Vierra. “But we're really the county’s
front door, we're the closest link to

Fad

%
y
to
b

Town’s metamor
Boulder Creek goes fr

‘People from the computer industry
are moving here because it’s a nice
place and because of the good school

system.’

__ John Preiskorn, school superintendent

the Santa Clara Valley.”
Though relatively few new homes

_ have been built in the Boulder Creek

area in the past decade, the area’s
population has swelled as numerous
vacation homes have been snapped
Up by families fleeing the congestion
ard high prices in Silicon Valley.
Beuause of its proximity to the county
line, Boulder Creek is feeling the
brunt of the suburbanization of Santa
Cruz County. o
Once a quiet rural artery, Highway
9 is now a busy, dangerous road.

During &mmute hours, the backups-

can stretth for two miles. Residents
and real estate salespeople alike have

watched in awe as housing prices
have soared in the past couple of
years. The town’s elementary school,
designed to hold 450 students, now
houses 1,000 children — and will be
bursting at the seams with 1,200 stu-
dents by the time the new Redwood
Elementary school opens in 1990.

But despite the problems, Boulder
Creek residents see their town as a
refuge from the stress and fast-paced
living in Silicon Valley. The homes
are still a good deal when compared
to housing in Santa Clara County,
and families see the intimate, small-
town atmosphere as ideal for raising
their children. "

om hippies to ‘chippies’

Bill Gutzwiller and his wife Kathy
Phillips moved to Boulder Creek from
Venice, Calif., 10 years ago when they

decided to start a family. Gutzwiller

owns the Pinnacle Grouse jewelry

‘store and is active in the Boulder

Creek Business Association.

“We determined we wanted to have
children, and we moved here with
that clear intention in mind,”
Gutzwiller said. “There’s something
about these piney woods, the fertile

‘rain forest that has that effect on

people.”

It seems that a lot of other couples
had the same idea at the same time.
Today, Gutwiller’s daughter Tracy at-
tends Boulder Creek Elementary
School, which is crowded with more
than twice as many students as it was
designed to hold. Because extra
classrooms have had to be installed
on the school’s play areas, the chil-
dren must now take recess and lunch-
time in shifts.

Plans for a new elementary school
are now under way, and it should be
open for use in another 18 months.
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jverybody literally wrote us off as
,” he said. “And they completely
ed the real story. Boulder Creek
't dying, it was a community in -
sition ... and nobody knew what
happening.” i e
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ategies using demographic infor-
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