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1 30— Santa Cruz $gﬁtinei .

: By MARGARET KOCH
i Sentinel Staff Writer

. Santa Cruz has just gained
a dxstmgmshed horticultur-
hst—«—-Maunsell Van Rensse-
jaer.:

" Aftér directing the activi-

. ties of the Saratoga Horti-
. cultural Foundation for 16
. years, he is entering partial
:vetirement this fall. He and

his wife will ' be spending

: ~moite-and more time at their

Twin “Lakes’ home - although

* he still goes “over 'the hill”
"‘to Saratoga several” tlmes

i Van Rensselaer’s work has
heen with ornamental trees
~.and shrubs.. And. he is disap-

pointed in-Santa Cruz’ dewn- :

town street trees.
“Much eould be:done,” he
remarked. “If Santa Cruz is

ever'going to “do anythmg to
. preserve its _great and’ his-

'toa‘lc trees, ‘actlon ‘should’ be
" taken now.”

hat_wise.

' DISTINGUISHED horticulturalist Maunsell Van Rens-

selaer and just'a few of the awards he has received.

“Vitally interested in shade and ornamental trees

vhick have been his life’s: work, Van Rensselaer

" af ezded SCOPE’s Cabmllo college workshop last
wee :

50, }{elbingktd‘,fi)und a Plans

and Planting committee, writ-

7 ing a book entitled TREES
- OF SANTA BARBARA, and

generally encouraging wise
planting. He is now interest-
ed in compiling a record of
Santa Cruz trees for future
reference.

He recalls with amusement
an incident in Santa Barbara
when a businessman wanted
to remove an ancient Cali-
fornia sycamore, complaining
that it was a “dirty tree.”

Van Rensselaer’s answer:

“Do you know any tree that

is NOT a dirty tree?”

He also pointed out that
it would take only 30 min-
utes to remove the sycamore
but at least 100 years to re-
rlace it.

After listening to such ir-

. refutable logic the tree own-

er threw up his hands, said
“Oh, hell, you win!” and can-
celled cutting plans.

Van Rensselaer also has

By MARGARET KOCH
Sentinel Staff Writer

When Eleanor Van Ren-
sselaer’s children left home
to go to school, she went
back to school—for fun—to
study art and handicrafts.

As a result she has pub-
lished two books and a third
will appear this month.

Mrs. Rennsselaer, who 'is
the wife of a distinguished
horticulturalist, also works
with trees and plants — but
in a very different way. She
enjoys creating “new designs
for those who enjoy creating
unusual beauty with natural
decorations.”

She takes rocks, seed pods,
oldironmailboxes, wire,
cones, shells, broken glass
and dried bits of odds and
ends and puts them together
in fascinating ways.

For the past 12 years she
has taught women the art of
using natural materials in
classes at Montalvo Art cen-
ter at Saratoga.

Mrs. Van Rensselaer has
several strict rules: “I never
use dyes; I never combine
artificial with natural ma-
terials, and anything I use
must be widely available.”
" She is now opening a series
of five Wednesday ' classes
starting this week at- Cham-
berlin galleries, 325 Ocean
street. Interested persons
may call her at 475-6712 for
further information.
~ Semi-retirement brought
Mr. and Mrs. Van Rensselaer
to Santa Cruz. He was ad-
vised several years ago to
take “long weekends” for his
health. The couple estab-
lished a weekend “hideaway”
near Santa Cruz Yacht har-
bor and have since come to
love this area. Van Rensse-
laer is retiring as director of
the Saratoga Horticultur-
al foundation (see adjoining
story).

AT HOME with their Lhas

pso, rare dog from Tibet. His name is Singhi, mean-
ing. “little lion,” according to the Van Rensselaers. Maunsell and his wife, Elea-

nor, met when both were %t dents at UC Berkeley.

s

Mrs. Van '.R;ensselaer,’s in-
terests include weaving, cer-
amlcs sﬂver jewelry, leath-
er tooling, some wood carving
and heavy ‘metal work. But
her favorite pastimes are
teaching and ‘writing about

the many ' uses of -natural

materials.

* There are more than 100
of her ideas in the forthcom-
ing book. Others have been
incorporated into decor in
their home at 250 14th ave-
nue. One “living arrange-
ment” is truly alive:

:

“The birds built a nest in

" it,” she pointed out. It was

originally used by Sunset
magazine as an illustration.

' Two awkward situations in

- the Van Rensselaer home

- have been remedied by her

‘clever ideas and handiwork.
'One bedroom window looked
“out on a “no-view,” so she
 disguised the outlook with
. Japanese paper and pressed
- leaves. Now she calls it her
 “herbarium.”

. In the Kkitchen she was
faced with 38 large, shiny

chrome cupboard knobs
which she disliked heartily.
She glued tiny pieces of
broken beach glass to cover
them with an attractive me-
saic-like design.

Most interesting are her
“living” succulent wreaths.
The idea of a living wreath
intrigued her. She thought
and worked at it until she
had tried salad tins, florists’
wire wreath forms, bent
chicken wire and metal foil.
Finally she worked out a
combination suitable for
hanging or lying flat.

Mrs. Van Rensselaer’s
books are DECORATING
WITH PODS AND CONES
and DECORATING WITH
SEED MOSAICS, CHIPPED
GLASS 'AND PLANT MA-
TERIALS. This last was a
Garden Guild Book of the
Month selection. Her new
book is entitled NEW DECO-
RATIONS WITH PODS,
CONES AND LEAVES. Pub-

DUCK covered with seed pods, cone
petals and other dried natural mater-

1als.

HANGING “living”
wreath, an idea fea-
tured in Sunset maga-
zine, was originated by |
Mrs. Van Rensselaer. |

SCHS Teacher
To Be Speaker

Miss Ethel Young, Santa
Cruz High school teacher,
will be the speaker when the
Santa Cruz alumnae of Delta
Phi Epsilon meets Thursday

SELECT YOUR GIRDLES FROM
OQUR NATIONALLY FAMOUS
BRANDS AND BE FITTED BY
OQUR EXPERT CORSETTIERES




.ning — tree-wise —-can go a
“:dongway toward preserving
““8anta Cruz” c¢harm.

s “Thither “Burbank “used to
“‘say that more different kinds

Qf plants and ‘trees wxll grow

Lan, the Santa Cruz area_ than
anywhere else,” he recalled.:

Van Rensselaer -was active |

; :‘it Santa -Barbara from 1934-

fashion with a flair

‘.ém i sw*reef
‘showroom
27 fpn’!’_.,si._ 4268544'

ing “first aid” measures for
sick city trees. Very often
when pavement is laid down
oo near a tree’s root system,
it will go into a decline.

. ‘The restoration method in-

., cludes boring holes two inch-

es in diameter at intervals

‘raround the 'sick tree, then

pumping sand, water and fer-

tilizer in through them.

“We have gained some
amazing results whentrees
haven’t. gone .too far down-

| hill,” he noted.

Among his many achieve-
ments are serving as director

of -Santa Barbara Botanic

Garden and as a park com-
missioner there, lecturing at

Santa Barbara University of
‘California and state college,

serving as co-founder of the
Saratoga Foundation, as
president and ‘general chair-
man.of several -annual Na-

’, tional Shade Tree confer-

ences, president of the Amer-
ican Association-of Botanical

Gardens and Arboretums,
. founder of the Western Street
.Tree foundation and charter

Speciul for One Month

Breck Permanent

314 PACIFIC
AVENUE

(Near the intersection of

Pacific Ave. and
Washington St.)

Dial 423-0910

member of the C.C.A. and N.H.C.A.

SR RO

OLD MAILBOX serves as planter box.

member and director of the
Western Horticultural socie-
ty.

He has co-authored a gold
medal award book entitled
CEANOTHUS with Howard
E. McMinn, and has written
many articles. For his writ-
ings over the years, he is one
of two men in the United
States to receive the Inter-
national Shade Tree confer-
ence award.

Back in 1937, Van Renssel-
aer was instrumental in hav-
ing the red wood, Sequoia
sempervirens, adopted as the
official California state tree.

The honors, gold medals,
plaques, scrolls and gold
watches that have been pre-
sented to Van Rensselaer
would fill a page all of their
own. He also lists 17 affilia-
tions with top horticultural
organizations, and he is one
of seven living persons to
hold the Horticultural Hall
of Fame award. (A posthu-
mous award was made to
Luther Burbank.)

Van Rensselaer is perhaps
proudest of his work with
ginkgo and magnolia trees.
Through years of research
and experimentation, the fine
“Autumn Gold” color of the
ginkgo has been perfected.
And the size and conforma-
tion of the magnolia grandi-
flora are now under control.

These were both problems
of “unpredictability’” before
Van Rensselaer tackled them.
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LIVING WREATH has central, separate planting of
aloe in tree fern bark. Eleanor Van Rensselaer creat-
ed the idea for the “living” succulent wreaths.

WOULD YOU

LIKE TO GIVE A BABY SHOWER OR A

BDIMALI CLIAWIED DIIT AT LIAVIE TIIF BAAAAALA

e

STe van osurand CoIm-
pany, 24 West 40th street,
New York.

She worked on the newest
book for nearly three years,
not counting time out for
visits ‘from their grandchil-
dren. Now she is looking for-
ward to more time for forag-
ing expeditions along the San-
ta Cruz beaches.

There is a treasure store
waiting there for Eleanor
Van Rensselaer.

Goodwill Sale

Is Saturday

The Santa Cruz Goodwill
auxiliary has slated its an-
nual Christmas sale of deco-
rations, antiques and jewel-
vy for Saturday, November
5, at the Goodwill Industries
plant, 350 Encinal avenue.
Hours are 10 am. to 5 p.m,,
according to Mrs. Audrey
Searle, chairman with Mrs.
Harvey Anderson.

o U P, 3 c O g
Mrs. Donald May, 168 Archer
drive.

Miss Young will discuss
her work with the high school
students interested in enter-
ing the teaching field. All
members planhing to attend
should contact the hostess at
426-3291 or Mrs. Joseph Ken-
nedy at 423-3450.
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MOUNT HERMON

Bibles—Christian Book

Scripture Text Greeting C
Living Letters

Living Prophecies

Living Gospels

NEW FALL HOURS 1:00 to 5:

Center of Mount Hermon

PHONE ORDERS

3B5-77

SALE — SOME ITEMS O
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~ We Love Grandmother’

Fashion Cen’rer Fo
Young Set

OUNG SET §

HOLIDAY FASHIONS AND (
ARE ARRIVING DAI

SHOP NOW, WITH EASE, TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OU
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