CECR

.
H

AON

By MARK BERGSTROM
. Sentinel Staff Writer
As expected, the Santa Cruz City Coun-

cil elected Michael Rotkin the city’s first-

ever socialist mayor to the cheers and

of supporters Tuesday night.

e City Council chamber was packed
with. ns anticipating Rotkin’s elec-
tion by his colleagues, just as it was two
weeks ago when John Laird and Mardi
ormhoudt were sworn in to create the
first-ever liberal majority on the City

‘The Nov. 3 elections of Laird and
Wormhoudt virtually assured that Rotkin
would be elected mayor. The fourth mem-
ber of the liberal majority, Bruce Van
Allen, was elected vice mayor Tuesday

Rotkin and Van Allen were elected
on 52 votes, with conservative Spiro .

m crossmg over. ]
-Ms had also been nominated for

but declined, saying “I don’t know
Mtr it's because I don’t want this
term to start on a 4-3 vote that I'm bemg
realistic or conclhatm:y but I'm going to
support Mike Rotkin.’ ;

~ Outgoing Mayor Joe Ghlo and Coun-
ber John Mahaney, the other two
servatives, voted against both Rotkm
w Van Allen on “political” grou;g
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*liigﬂs made up of ‘‘conservatives, liber-

als, Republicans, Democrats and, yes,
aﬁ a few of us socialists.”

Noting that his expected election as first

nﬁist mayor had been widely publi-

» Rotkin said, “I simply dont feel

ortable with labels in our society.”

n, a lecturer at UCSC, said he has
never considered himself a liberal “be-
“cause they give away money and don’t
‘involve people (in the political process)
.mor a conservative because ‘‘the private
~market is no longer a free market because
m Santa Cruz its controlled by mulﬁ-

1 corporations.”

He said he comes closest to a soclahst
ated to the democratic socnahsts at
urn of the century.”

key feature of his plulosophy,
; is “involving people in local de-
Ci ; I think that’s absolutely critical.”
m 'd he is not an advocate of “blg

;'»people of Santa Cruz “will judge me and

 capital improvements. ‘
~ before the council in December
.arbnrary rent increases and evict

. approve ‘construction drawings

plans for the installation of water main
that the federal Housing and Com

weeks earl:er, Rotkin sald he ho pe

the council on how we respond h the
issues” and not according political
labels vq‘%_

The shift in pmlosnphy on the '
Conncnlhasbeenwewedmth 1 by
city conservatives, primarily on the issues
of rent control and socml pmgranu /

Both subj were tcuched upu ;
Tﬁesday s council meeting
* Van Allen announced he wishes

affecting renters. He said he sha es
~ concerns of renters, who
~ than half the eity’s pnpulauon,

‘And, on one what is expected to b
4-3 votes, the new majority vo

grant-funded Raymond-Uhden Street
reational facility, but rejected comp:

replacements in the area. Rotkin



