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THTRODUCTICH

Cherles L. Anderson was an important early settler in
ot

Santa Cruz. He arrived with knowledge of medicine, botany

Q)

and zoology, and also had interest and curiosity regarding
his new place of residence. Santa Cruz County is in his
debt because of his early studies of the natural aspects of
$he area.

Ify sources of informations were old newspapers irom
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the Cabrillo and Santa Cruz libraries. I also obtained
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facts from the Special Collections Library at the Univer-

n

of California, Santa Cruz. One of Dr. Anderson's books

’._J.

s included in E. S, Harrison's book on Santa Cruz County, and
this was a primary source of information.

As for Dr. Anderson's life, most of my informabion

was obtained from various books which repeated the same

romation, With the use of the "Courier Item", and

o)
nta Cruz Sentinel" I was able to understand Anderson's



Brief Biography of Charles Lewls Anderson

Charles L. Anderson was born nesar Salem, in Roanoke
County,Virginia, on September 27, 1827, ~hen Charles was

ven years old his family moved to Indiana. It was 1in Indiana

+

hat Anderson attended Franklin College until completion,

efter which he chose t. enter the medical department of

Asbury University where he studied medicine. Beiore Anderson
graduated from Asbury Universitcy in 1852 he practiced medicine
in Saint Anthony Falls, ilinnesota. Following his graduation
Anderson moved to Minnesota and lived there from 1852 to
1852,

Dr. Anderson was married in Beloit, Wisconsin to a.
“oman shose name was lerial Howe. They were married in
Uctober of 1854, They had four children, one of whom died
at a very young age.

Anderson was the first Superintendent of public
schools in Hennepin County. Minnesota,and =s a trustee.
helved build the first public school in Minneapolis.

In 1862 Dr. Anderson moved to hevada, where he lived
in Carson City. He practiced for four years there, and then
came to Santa Cruz. In Santa Cruz, Dr. Anderson became
interested in nature when he took botanizing expeditions

#1th students from YQle and Howard Colleges. 1In his studies,
Dr. Anderson came in contact with several famous and intelligent
people, among then Henry D. Thoreau, D.C. Eaton, M.G. Farlou,
Horace Mann, Jr., and Asa Gray.

During Dr. Anderson's life in Santa Cruz, he held
the office of school trustee for seven years and helped
a free city

0]

establish Santa Cruz's first librars which wa
9
Chautauqua
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library. He was also a prominent mexber of
.

iterary and Scientific Circle, the Masonic rrasernity, and

C
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the Sons of Temperance. le was also presidens of the City

Board of Health, and United States Examining Surgeon for

Dr. Anderson lived in Santa Cruz until his death in

pY

December of 1410.
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CHAPTER II

Library, Schools and C.L.S.C.

The first library of Santa Cruz was organized in 1868,
tvo years after Dr. Anderson's arrival in Santa Cruz. It was
at the second meeting, after the library'%irst came into
gquestion, that Dr. Anderson was chosen as one of the trustees.
The first city library was called the Free City Library because
when it was first opened it was established zand sponsored by a
few people from Santa Cruz(one of them being Dr. Anderson) and
not the city itself. It was for the use of people who lived in
Santa Cruz.

In 1881 the trustees decided to turn the library over to
the city for a Free Public Library and Reading Room. The
first tax for it's maintenance was levied on October 2, 1882.

By April 14, 1884 Charles L. inderson was chossn to serve on the
board of trustees for the new Free City Public Library. By

1895 the Library was located in the Hotaling Fuilding on
Pacific Avenue. The contents of the Library exceeded twelve-
thousand volumes. The Library itself consisted of two reading
rooms, besides the main room.

Along with his interest in the library, Dr. Anderson
held the office of School trustee for seven years in Santa Cruz.
It was in October, 1876 that Dr. Anderson presented a
twenty thousand dollar bond issue to the civy of Santa Cruz,
hovping that the voters would accept it and build a new public
school. Dr. Anderson had much public support from the town's
people. :
For some time Dr. 4Anderson-had a column in the Santa
Cruz Weekly Courier called the "Educational Department, Dr.
C.L. Anderson, Editor." In this column he discussed the
betterment of schools, how subjects should be taught, and what
should be done to keep the schools open because of the lack

of funding. To give an idea of Dr. Anderson's way of thinking

he once said in his column " We spend more money on some of our
imoral end dirty vic=s in ons week than our school taxes would
amount to in a yea .l”

S n . - 2 o N .

Santa Cruz ‘ieekly Courier IEducational Departmént, Charles

derson Editor, April 1, 1850




Dr. 4incerson was a prominent member of che Chautaqua

Literary and Scientific Circle. This club met during the whole
year and entertained different groups, but during the sumuer

montns, after school was out, served as a recreationzl and

educaftional center for children. The programs provideua by the

groun included concerts and many lectures. The Circle derived

itS mnamne from its$ beginning which was in Chautaqua, Hew York.
{ Dr. Anderson became an officer of the CLSC in 1886
tiong his contributions to the CLSC were che mistry lessons which
e gave in his own home. A book of reminiscences by a lMiss

tells of Dr. Anderson's visits to her Eclectic Club of
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Seabright area in Santa Cruz. "The Chautaqua Society mst with

us once a nonth. Dr. C.L. Anderson was a tower of strength to

us, bringing over his microscope, and giving us practical

illustravions of the wonder of nature hidden %o unassisbted €S,
of

ey
snecial interest

e also gave us talks along other lines, one
b

inately acquainted.

0:iag Thoreau, with whom he was
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Reminiscences of Seabright By lliss Forbes, F

valiforania, 1915 e




CHAPTER IIT
Santa Cruz's Man of Tthe Lond and Sea

Among Dr. Anderson's favorite branches of study were
y, geology and zoology. He made Santa Cruz his speciality.

n
ne list of papers which he wrote on Santa Cruz's natural

oundings are numerous. He wrote of the geology of the county,
fish and seawood of lonterey Bay,and birds, flowers, plants, and
of ‘the area.

Dr. Anderson studied the layers of earth in Santa Cruz

and classified them as follows:

LAYERS SOIL COMPOSITIUN
from fresh water and decay '/ -
of organic matter -
r : 6 1 . 2 i
from ice conglomerate or drift
5 . shale
4 sandstone
from the ocean
5 ' limestone
2 metamorphic

. cranite
from fire -

Dr. Anderson thought that it took a little reading
"hyatween the lines of the earth's surface to come up with both
nswers and q_uestions.”4 He wrote of the above mineralis and stones
2nd explained further how they contributed to the Santa Cruz area ‘
1. Granite - The granite of this area is coxnposed of

crvstals of different cr'ors an? shares, which Dr. Anderson

1
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describes as follows: Now there is one thing we ca:
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sbsolute certainty in the granite. Comnosed as it is of crystals
nd a cement, we know that ab some time it was held in solution,

O\

for all crystals are formed out of solutions. As examples, we

§h*aLorj of Swnta Cruz, County, Califorria E.S. Harrison 1392
Pocific Préss Publishing Company Page 90

N\
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ave The numerous and various kinds of salts from solutions.
ater is the solvent aided by heat. Our reading of granite tells

s that previous to 1ts present condition it was in a state of

solution, and out of that came the beautiful granite Crystalsg
Dr. Anderson states that the granite content in Snata Cruz

is low, and where it is found 1t is mixed so thoroughly with other

rocks that it is confusing to tell avart from oth stones

2., lietamorphic- This rock is in the cliffs of Soquel and

Aptos, in the foothills, and even in the summits of the highest ranges
in the county. There are remains of shells, whales, seals, sharks
and other forms of life from the sea.

3. Limestone-~ Limestone which is also & form of
metamorphic rock differs because it is & more recently formed
rock. Also the conditions in which it was formed are different
from metarorphic rock itself. It is highly crystaline and is a
very pure carbonate of lime. Limstone has becen & difficult
type of rock to study because of the many metamorphorisms that it
has gone through.

4, Sandstone- Sand and sandstone are the result of
the rubbing of all kind. of rocks to a fine powder. Sandstone
was formed when the earth was in a very turbulent stage. Its

esult was that of beaches and sand dunes

5. Shale-~ Shale which lies above sandstone is believed
to have been produced in the same matter as sandstone. It
is the 'debris of organic¢c matter, such as shellfish, sponges,

and other sealife. Since the shale has gone through many changes,

it is rather difficult to find traces of fossils.

6. Gonglomerate or drift- The next layér of earth is that

of Conglomefate or Drift. It is those big rounded boulders

which appear near rivers and streams. _
The reason supposed for these rocks being where they are

is that when the Ice Age began to EHDW; rocks were carried nmany

meny miles with the water, thus making the rocks smooth

(e

and molded.
7. Alluvium-~ The final layer of earth which gives all

libing things life is soil and Alluvium. Dr. Anderson states




that Santa Cruz County has the best soil in the world, so far
as the variety of constituents is concerned.

Dr. Anderson ends his chapter on Geology w " Speak
to the earth and it shall teach thee”6 One of Dr. Andersons
biggest wonders was why people have to trafel to the eastern
ies to find ancient artifacts, when the relié'‘s within

o

r
the rocks of Santa Cruz County are older than any pyramid, older
T

L 4

he creation of man.

Marine Botany of lionterey Bay

Dr. Anderson proposed that to study lMarine botany one has
to deal with the beginnings of life. In that we find protoplasm

and the cell in its simplest form.,

Vitality of the life principle is what takes hold of
matter and rearranges its elements, forming them into definitely
shaped bodies that move, grow and eventually die.

Impressions of seaweed are found on the oldest sedimentary
rocks, and are considered to be the oldest organized living
thing. The sea brought fo_rth plant-life before any animal,
and in doing so created a pathway for living animals.

Dr, Anderson says that with all but one or two

xceptions , all Marine plants belong to the class known

as Algae. These plants are cellular with no system of canals
or tubes to carry fluid through them. The roots of seaweed
are used for positioning rather than gaining food. Although,
there are a few forms of Algae that have roots, stems, and
leaves.

Another type of plant is of fresh water, toedelicate
to survive the salt water or roughness of the ocean. This plax
belongs to a small clan called the Nostocs. It consists ,
instead of seperate cells, of a filament distinctly beaded , and
lies in a gelatinous firm mass of somewhat irregular shape.

5 .
Op. Cit. pg 97
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Dr. Anderson confirmed that in his twenty ye

studying abundant Algae spieces many of them had disappear
from the locality of lionterey Bay, and also there were none to
replace the ones Which were gone.

Dr. Anderson d . scribed in detail the four different
tyvoes of algae; Blu Algae, Green Algae, Red Algae, and Brown
Algae.,

He spoke of utilizing the Algae that grows along the
cozst of Santa Cruz. He knew that if people started eating the kelp

everyone would be in much better shape.

Fish Native to ionterey Bay

Because it would have been rather difficult for Dr.
inderson to catch and name every fish in the Bay of lonterey
his main sources of information were derived from papers done by
prof, David S. Jordan, and the U.S. Commision of Fish and
Fisheries.

Tt has been said that at one time there was no area
of the same size which contained as great a number of spécies of
fish on the Pacific Coast as llonterey Baye.

Reason for the over abundance of fish in lionterey
Bay was because Sant Cruz has a bay, and the waters tend to be
warmer than the ocean itself. Also warmer waters grow more

plantlife, thus increasing the number of fish. The plantlife
also provides good breeding grounds and growth life for
young fish. Some of the fish located in lionterey Bay are;

ereen rock trout, spotted rocx trout, black candle fish, monterey

a3

bie]

mackerel, long-Ifinned tunny.

Native Flowers, Plants, Ferns and Grasses

Dr. Anderson was one wno certainly mew the flora

and fauna of Santa Cruz County. He was a very dedicatsd person,
vho left us with a list of numerous names an nd descriptions of
the plant life mnative to Santa aruz County. Dr. Anderson notes

that "Perhaps no one county in California has a greater variety

‘Op. Cit.pages 111-117
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o: flora than Santa Cruz County, in proportion to its size,

to saying that no .equal area in the wcrld
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Dr. Anderson in his studies name

many of the native and migratory birds
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He identified one-hundred and fifty-four types of birds

\ which were in the county at that time.
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“0p.Cit. Pzge 118
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CORCLUSON

Dr.Charles L. Anderson died =t the age of 8% on

December 23, 1910. His death was of natural causes from old

age.
At the time of ais death, Anderson was noted as being one
{ os Santa Cruz County's most prominent citizens. His con-

tributions to the county were of present and future importance.
His supnort of schools and education furthered people's interests
in the school system, making an education for a child in
Santa Cruz important.

Dr. Anderson has left us with a background of knowledge

regarding Santa Cruz County. It is my hope that the Santa

Q

ruz Historical Society will give him the prominent position

he deserves. He was a collector of facts and a supporter of

B

&

growth, without expecting personal gain. To my knowledge there

are no streets nor buildings named after C.L. Anderson but he
has left us a far more lasting record of his achievements.

(
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Valley Publishers, Fresno California 1973

mber 23, 1910
ta Cruz County, Californis

Senta Cruz Morning Sentinal
Friday December 23, 1910
Santa Cruz California

The Natural History of Santa Cruz County
Geology , Illarine, and Land Botany, Fishes and Birds
Charl

s L. Anderson
¢ Press Publishing Company, Oakland California

Santa Cruz for Homes- Homes Climate Botany, and Health
0

anta Crugy and Vi inity.

S
Charles L. Ander
Wallace W. EBlliot and Co.
105 Leidesdorff

St. , San Francisco, California 1879

Reminiscences of Seabright

Miss Forbes
Seabright, California 1915
&) b

ta Cruz Veekly Courier

G
March 1880- Febuary 1881
Educational Department- Charles Anderson, BEditor
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Santa Cruz Sentinal
Santa Cruz, Californis
July 2, 1870

The History of Santa Cruz County

E. S. Harrison
Pacific Press Publishing Company

Sen Francisco, Californig 1892

The Courier Item

Santa Cruz, Californis
March 5, 1885~Febuary 1887
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