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- Clock Ticked Away History Of Old Laurel School

BY BILL NEUBAUER
Sentinel Staff Writer

A Seth Thomas clock which
once hung in a pioneer school-
house 13 miles north of Santa
Cruz is keeping time for a new
generation of elementary grade
students at Brook Knoll School,
Scotts Valley.

President Franklin D. Roose-
velt was just beginning the first
of four terms in Washington,
D.C., and Adolph Hitler had just
been granted dictatorial powers
by Germany’s Reichstag, when
school trustees in the mountain
village of Laurel decided in 1933
to buy a new clock for their
picturesque one-room scho ol-
house.

Until 1947 the clock marked
the minutes and hours for stu-
dents in grades one through
eight in a common classroom
where Laurel boys and girls
. had been learning the three
“R’s” since 1882.

Merger of the Laurel school
district in 1947 with the Scotts
Valley Union Elementary school
District brought about closure
of the pioneer schoolhouse, but
the clock followed some of the
transferred students to Scotts
Valley School.

The clock’s diligent perfor-
mance of its duties for more
than 17 years was less happily
rewarded, however, than that
of the students it had served.

At some unknown moment in
time the clock was relegated
to the dustbin of history, there
to lie silent, its oil congealing,
its worth unrecognized, until it
was spotted quite by accident
some five years ago by Robert
MecGowan, then Scotts Valley
School principal.

“I thought it a lovely clock,”
said McGowan, who is among
the more than 50 per cent of
today’s Americans who were yet
unborn when the clock was
bought by Laurel distriet trust-
ees Robert L. Dodge, D. A.
Mancarti and Walter P. Castle.

But the clock lay silent, its
oil still congealing, four years
longer despite McGown’s admi-
ration of the old wooden case

and the crisp-numeraled dial.
“Estimated costs of restoring
the clock to usefulness were
impossibly high,” McGowan ex-
plained.
mated
around $200. Naturally,
couldn’t afford that.”
Last year, however, the clock
was examined by Phlllp Straye

administrator -principal of

Mountain School District
Strayer decided the clock sim
ply needed a cleaning. He di
the . work for a token fee o
$10, and the clock has
missed a tick since.

For county history buffs, an
for Mrs. Christine Carniglia,
teacher’s aide at Brook Knol
School, the clock evokes wit
every tick remembrances of a
age when only “lunatics’
thought man would ever wal
on the moon.

Mrs. Carniglia recognized th
clock the day it was first re
stored to usefulness in th
Brook Knoll School office. She
recalled that as a grade thre
student in the old Laurel school
house she had waited daily fo
the clock to turn her loose fo
play and roaming ‘in a -sceni
mountain community that i
today less known and appre
ciated than it ought to be.

For much older history buffs
the little village where the pio-
neer schoolhouse still stands is
one of the major links with
the county’s past.

According to County Office of
Education records, the land for
the Laurel school site was
granted to Laurel School dis-
trict in 1868.

A narrow-gauge railroad was
built through Laurel in 1879.
On May 8, 1880, the first train
of the South Pacific Coast
Railroad came across the moun-
tains from Alameda to Santa
Cruz, steaming over precarious
trestles, along rocky ledges and
through great tunnels.

Laurel lies between two for-
mer railroad tunnels over a mile
long. The tunnel to the north,
which éarried through the sum-

mit of the Santa Cruz Moun-

“One repairman esti-:
the work would cost
we

not.

Principal Robert McGowan
of Brook Knoll School pufs a
lot of affection into winding
of Seth Thomas clock that
once hung in pioneer Laurel

tains, was more than 6,800 feet
long. The tunnel to the west,
which carried through a ridge
between Laurel and the pioneer
town of Glenwood, was 5,720
feet long.

These tunnels made it pos-
sible for San Francisco to rise
“like a phoenix from the ashes

'of disaster’ after the 1906 earth-

quake, as a Sentinel writer once
put it.

Railroads to the north of San
Francisco, which linked the city
with the timberland in Northern
California, were put out of oper-

schoolhouse Christine Carmg-
lia, a teacher’s aide at Brook
Knoll, was a grade three stu-
dent in the old schoolhouse,
where the clock hung for 17
years.

ation by the earthquake. :

But via the great tunnels in
the Laurel area, trains could
still be run between Laurel and
Alameda by the Southern Pacific
Railroad Company, Successors
to the South Pacific Coast Rail-
road.

Developer F. A. Hihn, Santa
Cruz’ first millionaire, used his
big sawmill at Laurel to provide
lumber to the stricken city at
the Golden Gate.

Hihn’s plant featured a Stearns
mill, which had a steam-oper-
ated band saw and the capacity

to turn out 50,000 feet of lumber
daily. Donkey engines were
used {o drag logs over skid-
ways, an innovation that vir-

in the Santa Cruz Mountains.

made possible by a relatively
untouched stand of virgin red-
wood trees in the Laurel area.

these operations has been con-
the intervening years.

forested by second growth red-
ds, madrones, evergreens..
ceanothus provide great
splashes of blue in the canyon
formed by Laurel and Soquel
creeks. Just now, the Laurel

Operation of the great mill
at Laurel ended a few years

¢ after Hihn’s death in 1913. Qn

he mountains through Laurel,
Train No. 33, marked the end

. of one of the most colorful eras

n the county’s history.
The famed tunnels remamed

timbers salvaged. Cave-ins fol-
lowed the timber removal, but
the mouth of the Laurel-Glen-
‘wood tunnel may still be seen
by sightseers.

Throughout the rise and gentle

| decline of the village of Laurel,

students in grades one through
eight went up the knoll to the
one-room schoolhouse which is
now owned by Mr. and Mrs.
Leo Linck. Many who lived to
see man walk on the moon got
their first rudimentary know-
ledge of earth’s relationship to
other celestial orbs from such

tually eliminated use of oxen §

Hihn’s logging operation was §

cealed beautifully by nature in £

Now the area is magnificently &

air is sweet with the fragrance §
. of madrone blossoms.

The devastation wrought by s

Teacher Mildred Nidever
(Hall) and her students in
Laurel school had their 1917
Christmas picture taken be-
fore the Yule-decorated black-
board. Mrs. Hall is at left.
Others are, left to right, Pal-
ma Del Dot, Pia Moroni, Zel-
ma Reddington, Annie Maran-
ta, Joe Maranta, an unnamed
visitor, Bruna Moroni, Merle
Reddington, Rose Moroni,
Mildred La Porte, Justus Mor-
oni. Miss Moroni and Miss La
Porte were grade eight grad-
uates the following June.

Mancarti, Walter P. Castle.
But the plate could have said
more had McGowan chosen to
write it.

Cabrillo Convalescent Hospital
Strives To Give The Best Of Care

Cabrillo wants to feel that]
most of their resident/patients
are happy! It isn’t easy to enter;
a convalescent hospital for the
first time . . . to give up our
home . . . our family ties. But,
illness must be accepted as a
way of life by many of our
senior citizens. At Cabrillo we
fry a little harder to make this
transition a little easier.

We expect our personnel to re-
spect our patients with the ut-
most dignity. Our director of]

nursing, Mrs. Esther Earnest,

demands the greatest attention
to all details pertaining to skill-
ed nursing care.

If you’re seeking the right
nursing home for yourself, or
for one of your loved ones, why
’Inot visit Cabrillo Convalescent
Hospital and have a talk with
Mrs. Earnest. We're certain that
she can help with some of the
answers to your important ques-
tions. Cabrillo is at 2990 Soquel
Avenue, Santa Cruz, directly
across the Freeway ‘from Do-
minican Hospital. Phone 475-
8832. (Adv.)

(Political Advertisement)

teachers as Mildred Nidever
(Hall) who taught all grades
from 1916 to 1923.

The last Laurel schoolhouse
teacher was Mrs. Olva Curry
Dodge.

Now, where children used to
romp and holler during recess,
dogs frisk about a lawn or rest
under the schoolyard oak. Near-
by, sheep and lambs chomp and
pray in a barnyard.

All about the schoolhouse are
modern homes, but because of
ts height and picturesque lines,
he building dominates the set-
ing with a grace that must

; be seen to be believed.

Suggests
H.J.
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(Political Advertisement)

Goncerning Tomorrow’s Election...

I urge all citizens to weigh carefully the qualifications of
the candidates for City Council, not just their high-sound-
ing promises. Remember, this is a complicated and de-
manding job. ‘

My special endorsement goes to LORETTE WOOD, who I
think has done an excellent job on the City Council for
4 years. Her voting record proves she will never be a
“rubber stamp.” Many times I have been impressed with
MRS. WOODS detailed investigation of issues prior to
council meetings. This gal really does her homework!

If you are interested in good government, I urge you to
vote for our present Vice Mayor, a woman with experience,
honesty and a deep sense of responsibility to the people
of Santa Cruz.

VOTE FOR LORETTE W0OD!

The one-room schoolhouse in
pioneer village of Laurel 13
miles north of Santa Cruz, off

Highway 17, was built in 1882.

Elementary students in grades
one through eight Ilearned
their lessons here until 1947,

GI COMPLETES COURSE

Army Pvi. Terry L. Balcom,
20, husband of Faye Balcom of
250 First Ave., has completed
a seven-week wheel vehicle

mechanic course at Fort Ord.
He entered the army in October;
1970, and completed basic train-
ing at Ft. Lewis, Wash.

(Political Advertisement)

when the school was closed.
The schoolhouse is now owned
by Mr. and Mrs. Leo Linck.

*

ies as these for oldtimers, hangs
over a brass plate that reads:
Laurel School, 1933-1947. Trust-

#lces Robert L. Dodge, D. A.
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New Miticide/
stages of Mit

Now, with Fundal, you can ¢
adults . . . European Red, Twc
Codling Moth! Fundal is an er
use on all apple varieties. Con
other miticides. Fundal has lov
soluble. Compatible with most

Pear Growers: Fundal is f
Psylla and Codling Moth. And
it's practically a complete spr.

Read the entire label care
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