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Santa Cruz County supervisors
voiced their opposition to pro-
posed state cuts in welfare pay-
ments and said theyll work with
community groups to propose al-
ternatives to the cuts for next
year.

The board’s action came after 20
people testified to the board that
Gov. Pete Wilson’s proposed 25
percent cut in welfare payments
would plunge recipients, mostly
women and children, deeper into
poverty.

The people, from a variety of
social-service groups, came to sup-
port a resolution by Supervisor
Fred Keeley opposing the cuts.
Wilson’s proposed cuts are part of
a larger plan to reduce the state’s
budget deficit.

Supervisors endorsed the action
on a 4-1 vote, with South County
Supervisor Ray Belgard dissent-
ing.

Keeley's resolution said 6,000
children, 11 percent of the coun-
ty’s total, are on welfare.

Wilson’s attitude is that “chil-
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dren don’t vote, so starve them”
by cutting welfare to their moth-
ers, said Rachel Haskell of the
Women’s Democratic Club.
Haskell likened Wilson to a
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ship’s captain who would “throw
the women and children overboard

because the ship is leaking.”
The speakers, almost all of them
en, didn’t holgd back in their
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criticism of Wilson’s proposal.
They called it elitist, racist, an en-
couragement for women to have
abortions, state-sponsored child
abuse, savage, calculatmg and in-
humane.

They called on Wilson to tax the
ultra-rich rather than take away
from the poor. Military spending
should be cut rather than welfare
payments, several speakers urged.
Military spending is a federal
issue; welfare comes from the
state and county.

“Why doesn’t the government
help us create more jobs?” said
Guillermina Ramirez, of Watson-
ville, a board member of the Com-
munity Action Board, an agency
that helps the poor.

Michael Walker, of a coalition of
groups aiming to reduce hunger
among the county’s children, said
that when he needs to cut his
household budget, “I don’t give
less for food and health care” for
his, children.

A report on the proposed al-
ternatives to welfare cuts will be
discussed by supervisors Feb. 18.




