Mrs Tuesday night -
approved a
preliminary budget that
doesn’t reflect a $104,000,
m for a new fire truck.

y  Auditor-Controller
Art Merrill told the board at
the same meeting that his best
conservative estimate for the
district’s income next
T gl $1,32,000

le to the mid-county
fire district from all revenue
sources, including a $378,000
ending balance from this
year’s operations.

, indicating that the

tion in July may be better

or weflse than the present
; indicate.

On the bright side for e
district is the possibility that

10 percent increase in

the

erty tax revenues used by

m estimates may be
d 15 percent when
 Assessor Bob Pewm

A 10 Dercent increase in
is a ‘‘quesstimate,”
rrill told the board. Fifteen
- to 17 percent increase in the
countywide roll is probable.
And since Aptos s

area, you may enjoy a bigger

~ But Merrill is taking a

conservative outlook on the
increases, and is
redicting that the fire
district’s property tax
revenues will increase m
 $382,000 to $421,000 next year.

- On the other side of the
ure is the possibility that

up stripping most or all of
the ‘‘augmentation” funds

to cities, counties and
special districts under AB 8
last yea

in a deSpm
il

now as'to what will happen

$1,229.928 the revenue from

Merrill hedged on w :

onally a high pocket

he state legislature will wind

3]

Merrill said, “but the state
can't absorb that kind of cut,

ar. 5o it will be passed on to local

80vemment i
Merrill said that under AB 8

property tax rate, was
allocated entirely the
special districts, county and
cities, with the school districts
being supported entirely by
the state.

“If they reverse AB 8

Merrill said, addmg that he’s

talked with Assemblyman

Henry Mello and thﬁt’s a real

mmwai »

-

eficit

the schools and the state w
have to pay them.

“But if Prop. 9 doesn’t affect
the current year,” Merrill
added, Youwillpmbabﬁ
homefree

the $4

“We'll stﬂl be in a deﬂﬂb
budget,” fire board chamm
Dick Duchscher said.

Merrill suggested that M
board disregard, for the

being, the budgm
limitations of Prop. 4

places a ceiling on the budget
mcreases allowed in stam
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