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poet marked
the 1800s

By MARGARET KOCH
Sentinel correspondent

HE SIGNED her articles

and poems with a man’s

=” name she made up. She was

totally deaf most of her life and

could not — or would not — speak
for years.

She spent her last years in
Santa Cruz and so loved this place
that she wrote poems about it ...
poems that were read by Presi-
dent Abraham Lincoln and were
complimented by poet John
Greenleaf Whittier.

She was Laura Catherine Red-
den Searing. But the readers of
her articles and poems knew her
as Howard Glyndon. Her poetry is
of the flowery style of the 1800s,
but Whittier in 1887 wrote to her
regarding ‘“‘The Hills of Santa
'Cruz’’ that it was ‘‘fine in concep-
tion and felicitous in ex-
pression ...”’” He also said that “it
will do for the little city by the
sea what Bret Harte has done for
San Francisco ...”

Who was Laura Redden Searing
— a.k.a. Howard Glyndon?

She was born Feb. 2, 1840, in
Somerset County, Md. Among her
ancestors were Sir William
Waller of Maryland and the poet
Edmund Waller of England.

Her childhood was happy and
uneventful until her family
moved to Missouri when Laura
was about 11 years old. She was a
precocious child, she liked to read
and she was already writing
poems.

She wrote once that she had
“grown very fast” ... by age 11
she was almost as tall as she

would be. The first winter in Mis-

souri was a ‘‘very severe one’’

* ‘and Laura became ill with what

was called the ‘‘ague’ in those
days. Treatment consisted of
large quantities of quinine. Her
bout with the ‘‘ague” was fol-
lowed by a bad cold two weeks
before Christmas.

She came home from school a
week later and collapsed on her
bed and lapsed into a coma which
lasted for weeks. Her parents
feared for her life.

When Laura regained con-

B

sciousness, the doctor and her
mother were standing beside her
bed, talking. She could see their
lips move, but she could not hear
a thing they said. With a terrible
shock, she realized that she was
totally deaf.

As she regained her health, she
could communicate only with

_paper and pencil. Her ears, which
had never ached or pained her,

were examined by the best phys-

icians available; they all agreed

that nothing could be done.
To make matters worse,

- Laura's voice which had been

girlishly pleasing in speech and
song, now ranged wildly between
gutteral and falsetto. She had no
control over it; her vocal cords
had been affected. ‘

As she began to appear in pub-

Laura Redden Searing with daughter, ElsaMcGinn.

lic again, she lmméd:ately be-

came sensitive to rea?tions to her
unpleasant voice.

‘I began to talk les and less,”
she wrote in later yeirs.

In addition to ner uncon-
trollable voice, her words were

often garbled and not under-
_ standable. She was sint toasign
where she

school for two years
learned the manual phabet but
she still relied on pencil and
paper most of the tine. Her de-

sire to speak was int@se, but she
le look at .

shrank from seein,
each other, puzzk
did she say?’’ Worst

- was no one who coniﬁ help her

“art:culatmn school” to be estab« '
_lished in the United States -

One of her xnstrucwrs

Professor Alexander Graham

Bell. She also studied in Connecti-

cut with Zerah C. Whipple, one of

_the few teachers of the deaf at
that time. After years of struggle

and study, she developed a
pleasant speaking voice. '

Durmg those years, Laura"was .
wntmg articles advocatmg the
teaching of speech in schools for

the deaf. The New York Mail pub-

lighledv them under the heading,
“Silent Children.” In 1874, she
_could not hear a

| thmg they sazd

wrote ‘‘Sounds From the Secret
Chamber,’”’ which also was pub-
lished. She had been writing
poetry for years and when she
was 19, she had contributed

poems and patriotic articles to
the-St. Louis Republican, using
the nom de plume Howard Glyn-

don

Itis pmbabie that she adopted .

the male name because her patri-

otic articles were not exactly ap-

preciated by southerners. Also in
that day and age, women were not

encouraged to write anything ex- ”

"g@u‘ra;Searing, 1873 0

| She could see theu'
- lips move but she

cept family letters and thank kyou forr

notes.

Anyhow, her articl&s -stax“ted an

investigation with resulting

sarcastic comments about the

*‘school girl’’ who meddled with

_ politics.

The Republican thought so
much of her abilties that it sent

her as its correspondent to Wash-

ington, D.C. There she formed
friendships with President Lin-

 Cruz was the hlace where she

spend the rest of her life.
jears here inspired s some of

_ Santa Cruz

cording to thé ’

_who researc ed Laura s life. _

coln, General Ulysses Grant and .

other prominent national leaders.
General Grant invited her to go
with him to visit the front lines of
the Union Army, a most unusual
event for a woman in those Civil
War days.

In 1865, Laura had sailed (with
a companion) for Europe where
she studied French, German,
Spanish and Italian. She also col-
lected material on the g
oranges and on the silkwi
ture for the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

In 1876, Laura married Edward
w. Segrmg, a New York attorney.

and gifts
om many prominent

elegrams

friends including Whittier, Joa-

quin Miller, Whitelaw Reid and
Bayard Taylor. ’
The Searings established a

home at Sherwood, N.Y., and
they had one child, Elsa Searing




