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SOQUEL — While their neighbors to the north
struggle with the burden of limited water resources,
the Soquel Creek Water District is sitting pretty — on
top of a ground water supply virtually unaffected by
the five-year drought, according to district officials.

The district is blessed with being in the right place
at the right time. It si¢s over two underground aqui-
fers that can meet the district’s water needs until 2005,
said Bill Lovvorn, a spokesman for the district.

The Purisma Basin aquifer and the Aromas Ranch
Sands aquifer, the naturally occurring underground
reservoirs district wells tap into, replenish themselves
natélrally with half a year’s normal rainfall, Lovvorn
said.

Lovvorn said the district, which serves 40,000 cus-
tomers from 41st Avenue to La Selva Beach, is helping
to keep the aquifer working properly, putting wells in
the right places, and drawing from them equally.

“We are doing a good job of managing the water,”
he said.

Farther north, the Santa Cruz Water Department is
enjoying the benefits of increased rainfall earlier this
year. Its primary source of water is from surface
water, the majority of which is stored in Loch Lo-
mond reservoir in the Santa Cruz Mountains.

The resefvoir is at 72 percent of its total capacity,
according to Bill Kocher, director of the department.,

“Tt looks pretty good this year,” Kocher said. “Use
is down. That, with rainfall 75 percent of normal, puts
us in pretty decent shape now.”

But the Santa Cruz Water Department’s ability to
provide sufficient water td"all its 90,000 customers in
times of drought in the future is not so clear.

Water Commission officials and Kocher are looking
at plans to expand storage capacity to accommodate
an expected 7,500 more customers by the year 2005. A
study of supply alternatives is expected to be complet-
ed in a year, Kocher said, giving the commission a
clear view of its options.

Loch Lomond was opened for recreational use in
April after being closed since 1987 due to low water
levels.

In a normal year, the reservoir is closed between
Sept. 15 and March 1, to keep water-tainting use down
in the watershed during the rainy season, Chief Rang-
er Walt Cacace said. After a busy first few months,
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