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" Support Of All Needed To

(Last of six articles)
By BILL NEUBAUER
Sentinel Staff Writer

The worsening drug scene in
Santa Cruz county can- be al-
tered considerably for the better
through adoption of a compre-
hensive program supported by
all the people, according to
county authorities.

Raymond Ansell, director of
the county welfare department,
said he would welcome such
a program. He points out that
now the welfare department can
aid the drug addict or drug
dependent only incidentally, as
part of the general problem of
coping with disabled persons or
needy families. \

The welfare department has
neither the funds nor the au-
thority to help drug addicts or
drug dependents as such, An-
sell said. But if it had, there
would be no way at
to obtain the aid needed to re-
habilitate the afflicted.

Seaside Supervisor Philip Har-
ray would welcome such a pro-
gram because ‘“‘these are peo-
ple.” He added: “There is so
much fuss about the 'Mb, Her-
mon Road bypass project. We
need to be less excited about
public works projects and more
excited about people projects.

Pajaro  Supervisor Henry
Mello would welcome such a
program. He said: “We have

one of the most beautiful coasts
in the state. We have maghi-
ficent redwood trees. Our air
is still good, and our living con-
ditions are still good. But what
does it all mean when people
have these problems?”

Mello thinks many of ‘the
county problems are found
throughout the state and na-
tion. The counties have bigger
problems than state or nation,
however, he said, because they
are short of money and are
reluctant or unable to levy addi-
tional taxes. He believes that
state and federal money must
be used to help counties solve
the problems.

He believes also that nation-
al goals and policies need to
be established and defined.
“The draft, the war in Viet-
nam, environmental exploitation
and hypocritical subsidy ‘of to-
bacco are among the things the
young - people are disturbed
about,” he said. “I'm not mak-
ing judgements on these issues,
just pointing out they are part
of the problem.” |

Aptos Supervisor Ralph  San-
son bore down omn the same
theme, saying: “I think we have
a sick system. I think we are
in a real crisis as far as our
system of laws is concerned.
If you tell young people some
terribly harmful thing will hap-
pen with some drug when they

can demonstrate it does not,

¢ |interest in their young children,
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you reinforce criticism of the
way things are run.

“That questioning by young
people is the healthiest thing
there is. If we do away with
that, as some people want us
to, then you end up with Nazi
Germany, We have to accept
on faith, and they, too that this
is/a good system if we only
let it do the job. I think I
see real county action forth-
coming to handle this problem.
Our new budget will -contain
a substantial allocation for drug
abuse prevention and control,
in addition to other funds in
the budget used for drug re-
Nated work, such as in some
of the aid to the disabled pro-
gram.”’ ‘

District Aftorney Peter Chang
thinks the proposed plan must
include more opportunity for
healthful outlet of the energies
of young people.

“In San Lorenzo Valley,” he
said, “they have a recreation
hall open to kids only one night
a week, Or take Santa Cruz,
a city of more than 30,000 and
without a Y.M.C.A. What are the
kids to do in the evening?”

Chang, like Seapy, believes
also that the parents must show
greater love and concern and

that being out when the Kkids
come home, or going out and
leavin  the kids to shift for
themsleves, can lead to consid-

be greater concern for all mem-

bers of -society, for the adult|

as well as for the young. They
point out that addicts are sick
people, that addicts have fled
from problems they could nof
handle only to find there can
be no meaningful escape from
reality and that their drugs add
to their problems. :

Ed Stedtfeld of the Drug Ab-
use Prevention Center and Har-
ry Richardson of the Do It Now
Foundation stress that help
must be given when needed,
and that this must be followed
up by rehabilitative work to
overcome the psychological de-
pendency on drugs that can ex-
ist after physical dependency
is licked.

Educators say that preventive:
drug education must be sup-
ported in the schools to get
factual information to the stu-
dents. If such education is not
being offered, they say, it
should be demanded.

Law enforcement officials
must be supported with suffi-
cient funds to do the job, accord-
ing to Undersheriff Paul Tara
and Detective Sergeant James
Marston. Both point out it is un-
realistic to expect limited man-
power to handle all law enforce-
ment problems in the county.

Specific things that individuals
can do have been suggested by
authorities as follows:

1. Parents should remember

erable problems,
Social workers say there must!

to be parents, to give their chil-

dren the love, guidance, disci-| |

pline, understanding and encour-
agement they need so that they
will remain themselves, discov-
er their identities and learn to
stand up to problems and pres-
sures the world imposes;

2. People who know someone

with a drug problem he can’t
handle, should refer him to ap-
propriate authorities—that is,
to school principals in some cas-
es, to the Drug Abuse Preven-
tive Center and the Do It Now
Foundation in more critical cas-
¢s,.and to General Hospital in
¢risls situations. The Sheriff’s
Department is the place to tele-
phone in the event help is need-
eC fast,
- 3. People who know someone
with economic need should re-
fer him to the county welfare
depar tment, particularly if
children or disabled people are
involved,
- 4. People should support the
efforts of the Drug Abuse Pre-
ventive Center, 1084 Emeline
Ave., Santa Cruz, and the Do It
Now Foundation, P.0. Box 223,
Santa Cruz, with cash donations.
These private agencies stand be-
tween many a drug addict and
disaster in a county that has no
drug abuse program:.

The work of the Drug Abuse
Center has been complimented
highly by District Attorney Pe-
ter Chang, by the Sheriff’s De-
partment and Supervisor Henry
Mello. The work of the Do It
Now Foundation has been com-
plimented highly by Dr. Richard

and the Sheriff’s Department.

s

will help to lick the problem if
they remember that the name of
the game is still love, as the
Bible has been reminding be-
lievers and nombelievers alike
through the ages.

Addicts or not, the young are
our boys and girls. Addicts or
not, adults are our brothers and
sisters.

At the Drug Abuse Preventive
Center last week, Ed Stedtfield
said, ““If there is a love-charged
atmosphere, the addicts respond.
They want to do better, and
with* love they do. And when
you see one of these people re-
stored to their families, to a use-
ful life, sometimes the tears roll
from your eyes.”

Without this love, this com-
munity concern, there can be
no effective drug abuse control
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plan, And without a carefully
developed and thoroughly sup-
ported plan, the drug scene in
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Block Drug Crisis

Santa Cruz County can «quickly

degenerate from “worse” to

“crisis.”

Svihus, social welfare workers, ||E

5. And this, above all: people
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