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Signature gatherers in the
petition drive to stop the parole
of Richard ‘“Blue” Sommer-
halder to Santa Cruz County
reacted joyously yesterday to
the news that the convicted
rapist-murderer would not be
returned here when he is
released from prison Sunday.

“We won!” said a smiling
Frank Jordan, a recreational-
vehicle dealer who volunteered
as the full-time coordinator of
the petition drlve for the past

week. -

‘“Pm glad I'm out of a job,”
Jordan said, adding the

Petition-drive leaders
celebrate parole

drive, in which nearly 15, 000
signatures were collected in six
days, had “renewed my faith in
my fellow man.’

District Attorney Art Danﬁﬁr
who led the drive to keep Som-
merhalder out of the county,
said, “We are ecstatic” m
the Department of Correc
decision to keep Sommerhalder
out of both Santa Cruz and
Monterey counties for his
parole period, which will last a
maximum of three years.

Danner credited the parole

division’s decision in some

measure to the ‘“‘overwhe ﬁiﬂﬁ
ion’’ of Santa Cruz County
sidents, but also to de‘
ions made by the rape victims
of Sommerhalder and witnesses

who testified against him.

“The victims and the wﬁ--?
nesses are the real herou 4n ¢
this,” Danner said. ‘“They. took
the time to make declaramm :

of their fear of Sommerhalder.”
hklng those declarations
the victims to relive the

tr‘auma of the crimes, Danner
said.

Sommerhalder was convicted

of raping and murdering M‘

“women in 1976 and rapin( m

* others the same year. He

lSIQn

le were friends of Sommer-
’s victims or their fami-

- Those people ‘‘are very hos-

W’ to Sommerhalder, Peder-

son said. “They don’t want him
almost to the point ﬁ
litancy.”’ :

?ederson said he had ml-v
lected 400 signaures against the

Mmerhalder parole in one
, going door-to-door in Live

ak and the Santa Cruz Gar-

de jj area.

gn,” Pederson said.

were holding a press confer-

_ence yesterday morning to

announce the decision not to
pecple were still trickling in to

e district attorney’s of to
n the petitions. Others

ered signatures.

‘*Dne of the strong paw 1 :

want to make to the people of

Santa Cruz county is: you m

mudifference.” said Danner.
me said his office had W_‘

ephoned the state’s
office with tallies of signatures

8 1/2 years in prison, then was collected and news of the dec-

freed on parole to Monterey

 larations made by victims QM

County about two tm w«»l %esses

release, he thruw ﬂh
parole officer and ‘a Monterey
County sheriff’s deputy and m-

 jailed again.

It is usual practice for crfm!-"
nals to be returned to the place

. where they committed their
crimes to serve their parole.

But the parole division makes
exceptions to that rule when

' victims or their families or
_ witnesses formally declare they
still fear the criminal, or there

is an obvious threat to the

_ safety of the parolee.

Ron Pederson, a director of

" the Central Fire Protection
- District, said he had encoun-

' tered a great deal of animosi

toward Sommerhalder as he
was out collecting signatures

,)mu the antl-parole petam

Pederson noted that Santa
% County is small, and said
‘‘an amazing number’”’ of

anner said the public oum-
ad evidently convinced the
Department of Corrections that

Sommerhalder’s ‘‘chances for
success on parole here were
next to nil.”’

Monterey County Diatﬂet‘

Attorney Michael Bartram, in
a telephone interview, said he
had also worked hard to dis-
courage the parole division

from placing Sommerhalder in

Monterey County, since it was
there he made his threats

against his former parole offi-

cer and the deputy sheriff.
Bartram said he wanted to

‘make sure Sommerhalder was

not paroled to &an Bmfto
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s ~ “Not one person refumﬂ ‘h

' Even as Danner and Jordan :
‘parole Sommerhalder here,

ved with thick bundles of
itions on which they M



