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hultheis and
‘e Early Settlers ‘ | . |

Summit District
Home of Split Lumber Erected by German ‘Ca
Maker in 1852 Weathers 82 Years and Stands

”

Today as Firm as When It Was Built.
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Careers of Vo’ney Averill, Foster and Joseph Chase, |

‘Uncle Jimmy” and “Aunt Margaret” Taylor - )
and' Other Early Pioneers Described. !
& 4
g ‘Chapter III, : R
SUMMIT DISTRICT. b oo
By JOHN V. YOUNG,
Copyright, 1934, Mercury Herald Co. 5

The tops .of the mountains, with their park-like clearings, | | o
fine erect stands of¢timber and their lagoons’ attracted early | | ‘ :
seitlers as did no other part of the mountain region, f :

Henc¢e it 'was by a Lwoon which lies at the present inter=| =} f
gection of the Los Gatos-Santa Cruz highway with Summit and f ' :
Soquel roads that. John Martin Schultheis' and his wife, whe | § i
had been Susan Byerly, took up a homestead early in 1852, and | |
erected a home of spln lumber that stands today as sougd as |- |
it wag 82 years ago. “

SKILLED CRAFTSMAN. ;

A German cabinét-maker by trade, Schul thels was a \E«’ZHP' pE

\\'H}"i{*‘i...t : nc*".mumn.w his crude materials into finished lumber | ¢

that defies<the m]»rum‘cd eve to detect it {from the nmh,m"

lumber that conceals the exterior of the'old house at the present
time. Mortar made of lime packed on mule-back frc the
natural quarries near where the town of Felton was later locat
was used to chink up the squared log walls and to cement to-
pether the home-made bricks of the dnm'lev which has >incc
been rew noved.
soon, from which the Schultheis family obtained. its |
waier for many vears, was soon named Schultheis T,a'm m, and|
by that mame i.< known today, : The. littte pond in.its se “
:'m%\\e‘\.h trees has been almost unknown for many year: X
{ried up, but heavy rains during the past winter replenisher
\.x mri;n;.-:\ that ¢ m»px\' it, and a considerable body of water has |

~a

been' visible this spring.
PAUVGHTER MARRIES. '—"'.":"" ? : 4
After the Civil,war; Volney Aver-| William Dennis Taylor, as
{11 & Wnion soldier, wandered out to | known, grew up to be & Do
California and came to the moun~ | prosperous ~mountain  ra
faine in 1869,  He departed, but re< trustee and clerk of Surr_,: 2
turned agrin in 1873, this time to|for years, He died in 1938. ri.,a fos-

X ot Miss Alice | ter ‘parents had died many. year
pain fﬁ.r h‘i}}.ﬂ.’g»? Er YAhn WAar lhpfm-p “Aunt Marearet! Mareh ‘80,
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At this time»
werd E. T. Smith, president; J
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5y man, bought a rustic hom
serves much of its original charm,
Hidden in a grove of oaks, redwood and madrone is one of the moun- ,
tain'§ most picturesque churches, the Patchen Episcopal church (4), built
in 1899 as a branch of the Los Gatos Episcopal church, 1t is located east
of the lagoon, just above Soquel road.
Not until 1936 will the Santa Cruz Mountain Improvement company,
incorporated in 1886, expire, although its chief structure, the Surhmit opera
(6), a-few hundred feet south of the church, has long since become
g ‘but an occasional dance hall.
All that is left of the tiny town of Patchen, at Fowlér's summit where
the present Mt. Charley road intersects the highway, is shown in (7) and
(8). . The old Patchen stage barn stands on the east side of the road; the
original home of Josiah 8§, Fowler, built about 1876 and used as a post
office and stage station, is on the west side, behind the present home of
o Mrs, Elizabeth Laddick.. This was the first of several locations of the
post office; which went out of existence after it was finally transferred to
Edgemont, famous mountain resort half a mile south on the highway.

e (3) nearby, early in “theﬂﬁro's, and it still pre-
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it is moted,  “offi-

Mrs.
Mrs:

vice v president;
Smith, secretary
mith, treasurer.
ck of any musical Instru-
ered the program com-
ly, so for a time a piano
i, This was: unsatisfactory;

ol

a piano.
..M. B. Smith
e the purchase,

rs

a1S, presi-
ice presi-~

secretary,

Mary B.
s F. E. Beech-
ss Isabel Wiis
d A A, M. Goud-
who were in offica
to June, 1905.

ying of the club, render-
7 a- decision to
and suppers at
1ight the decision
April 6, 1806. to make
to pipe water from
I lace, and H. W. Grun-
given -charge of the job.

treasurer.

|

Soclal and Improvement Club.’;’ Refreshments, however, still in-
[volved a greal deal of work, it ap-

pears, especially in clearing up af-
terward, and most of the work fell

yon. the shoulders of the few who

lived nearest-tie church, Mrs. J. W.

[ Smith, -Mrs. Sybil .Shain and Mrs.

M. B. Smith being mentioned in this
connection, As a result, - William
Hill was employed as janitor.

Gifts presented to the club at this
time were noted, including a range
presented by Mrs. J. B, Burrell,
badges made by Miss Maggie Dayvis,
and a file of the Skyland Reay
given by the editor, J. J. Bamber.,

“The last improvement under-
taken is the erection of horse sheds,
for which the Rev. A. F. DeCamp
and R. P. Edgecombe are responsible.
Owing to the unusually bad weather
of the winters of '06-'07, work of all
kinds was so delayed that the sheds
have not yet been finished, but the
site has been leveled and the lumber
is on the ground.

“The meetings are usually held in
the “Burrell Hall,” as it has come to
be called, but three convened in the
Summit Opera house and two lawn
socials were held in the beautifu’
grounds of the Hotel Jeffries upon
invitation of its proprietor.”

Club -officers from January tr
June, 1906, were H. W. Grunsky.
president; Mrs. Sarah B. Smith, viec

president; = Miss Leona Lawrence,

secretary, and Mrs. M. L. Burrell,
treasurer. From June to December,
19086, officers were re-elected, while
from January to June, 1907, H. C.
Walker was president; Mrs. A. Van
DeMark, vice president; Miss Flor-
j ence E. Beecher, secretary, and Mrs.
M. L. Burrel, treasurer. H. C. Wal-
ker continued as president from
June to December, 1907, the ninth
term.of the club, with Anson Mil-
ler as vice president; Miss Florence
Beecher, secretary, and R. P. Ede-
combe, treasurer.

4 The club roster included J. J
Bamber, Mrs, J. J. Bamber, Flor-
ence E. Beecher, Mrs. M, A..Burrell,
R. Borelli, R. E. Cairns, Mrs. R. E.
Cairns,-A. J. Dickie, M, A. DeCamp;
A. F."DeCamp, Mrs. A. F. DeCamp,
D. D. Emery, Mrs. D. D. Emery, R.
P, Edecombe, E. J. Finnie, H. W.
Grunsky, Mrs. Lizzie Hall, Mrs. B.
Hannaford, William Hill, Miss Helen
F. Hurd, H. L. Lawrence, Mrs. H. F.
Lawrence, Leona Lawrence, Mrs. L.
Lindsey, Mrs. E. Meyer, D. J. Moul-
ton, John Miller, Anson Miller,
George Miller, Mrs. George Miller,
od .E. Smith, A. L. Sears, Mrs. L. J.
3ears, E. T. Smith, M. B. Snfith, J.
W. Smith, Mrs. J. W. Smith, Mrs.
3ybil Shain, Mrs. S. Shultze, Miss
>. E. Shultze, Nina V. Taylor, Mrs.
\. Van DeMark, Miss J. E. Watson,

ernmient pecord as
Patchen March 281872

As mentioned, its first location
was in Fowler's house. Fowler was
the son of Jacob.Fowle
chased 240 acres in
lish a ranch, which !
son, Josiah 8, just before his deatii
in 1875,

Fowler cleared some 40 a
fruit, but sold 30 acres, it
ed. In 1882 he m
Proseus, and two y
& larger home, now
Laddick home, on the /
Los Gatos highway t N ¥ 2
Charley road. The original poste
office and home stands behind the
larger place.

Roadmaster for ILexington and
Wright’s precincts from 1884, Fowler
was well known in the region. He
died in the 90s and is survived by
his widow. who lives in San Jose.

PERAMBULATING PATCHEN,

But Patchen didn't stay put all
these years—it went bounding mer-
rily around the landscape, and was
established in at least four loca-
tions before its abandonment in
1903.

From TFowler's it went to the
home of D. C. Feely, widely-known
mountain resident who, upon his
death, bequeathed his $40,000 estate
to the board of trustees of the So-
cialist party. This was about a halfe
mile north, on the present Harry
Ryan ranch.

Next stop was a half-mile south
of Fowler summit, where Joshua
Norris presided on a ranch known
as the White and Gibson place.

From there it went to a summer
resort maintained by Mr. and Mrs,
L. N. Scott in 1892. Scott, as post-
master, maintained the office as
Patchen, although his resort was
called Edgemont, under which title
the place is still operated. Scott died

| in 1807, and his widow now: lives in

Saratoga.

Patchin was the home of the
Patchin Social club, which later
grew into the 8anta Cruz Mountain
Improvement company, which was
incorporated in 1886 for 50 years,
and has two years yet to run, gla
though it is almost completely for-
gotbten.

THE “OPERA HOUSE.”

A stock company headed by Vol
ney Averill, with Charles Aitken as
secretary, the corporation  was
formed with the intention of build-
ing a community hall. This was
soon accomplished, with the finishe
ed product promptly labeled “Sum-
mit Opera House,” because of early
operatic programs held in it. The
building is still used as ‘a social
center, Saturday night dances fre-
quently being held in it.

Shakespearian drama coached by
Charles Wilkinson, an Englishman
and former actor, provided stage
talent in the 80’s, while traveling
road companies played often “and
neighborhood socials and musicales
were held.

Next Swvnday: Lyman J. Burrell
and the founding of Burrell; the
James Richard Wrights and Wright's

1. C. Walker, Mrs. E. H. Walker,
E. N, Williams and Miss J. Wilson.

station; Bohemia, resort of the
literati,
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adaig more land unul he had 75 famous Summit hotel, a small: hos-
acres planted, including 35 acres in telry operated by Fred Loomis which |
w prunes, This ranch was directly on flourished for years as & summer re- |’
the Santa Cruz-Santa Clara county | sort supplied ' principally by stage
line, just outside the Soquel aug-|from the railroad station at

3 mentation rancho. Averill's son; Ar- Wrights,

4 thur, and his wife, are operating the REBUILT AS HOME.
¥ ©ld place at the present time,- -

| s for P It was taken over in 1893 by A.
:' Nexb  door . neighbors of the N. Nichols, and maintained by

Schulthels and Averill families were | N- :
the Chases, who arrived in the '60s. | NiChols and other - owners until

b Foster Chase came in 1867 to join |2bOut 1910, when it was rebuilt as
his' brother, Joseph (Joslah) W.|# Drivate home. )
Chase, who had established a saw-| On the other side of Soquel road
mill near Hall's bridge early in 1860, | Rasmus Neilson had a blacksmith
and who owned a ranch just south |Shop, Neilson, a widower, went ea.t
of the Averill p'ace. in 1888 to marry a second time, ac-
In the spring of 1868 Foster took | COording to an old funeral record
Charge of his brother’s lumber mill | held by E. E. Place of Los Gatos.
&l Lexington, and continued in this| While he was away his son George, A R e
job until 1873, when the distributing & boy of 18, went hunting and was | [ —— il birksiesa i
plant was moved back to the Sum- acc1dently_kllled,_prgv.‘tdmg a tragic : ey ] ¥
mit district, where he remained in hogne-tcl?mmg IfOT hlshfat?erih : Present day scenes in the Summit district of the Santa Gi
i 3 nother early rancher in the re-| . s ; R '
gt S W8 abandoncd late glon was Moses M Hioger wiogl . insthe region ‘adjacent to Schultheis lagoon (5) offey only
Foster then took over his brother’s Se;ged on ttgle ]50““1 s_idethof 7%1:10 in view from the day when they were created by the adventl
rauch and managed it until he was|ro8d, near the lagoon, in the 70’s ‘ Ao ey P e
g, purchasegme place in 1890, |Judge W. H. Aiken of San Francisco| . from whom they derived their names,

e AR A R ¢

e

ﬁiijngm?%n{so imp;‘gvem?nts. Be e h?iﬁ,,f"pfggﬁig‘? after he had . Close on the heels of Mountain Charley McKiertiay

Drscant Soquel rgﬁd,smﬁlﬁgigng %8 i settler in the mountains, came John Martin Schultheis and:
&cres in prunes. “THE CHURCH.” Byerly Schultheis (inset), to settle by the side of a large la
OLD FAMILIES LINKED, In 1899 the corner stone was laid| old San Jose Turnpike (Soquel road) now -intersects withr'i
: In 1870 he married Miss Nancy |for a branch of th: Los Gatos Christ Santa Cruz highway near Woodwardia.. Their house, han
: Howell at Lexington. She was the | Episcopal church, and the building, redwood cut on the spot, still stands (1), concealed complete]

daughter of .a valley pidneer, Wat- |a fine example of miniature Gothic | i ; P A T i
kins F. Howell, who had previously |architecture, was completed in the|® . COvering of machine-cut lumber. Within, its timbers, plans

gettled on the Reservoir ranch in|same year with the aid “of public by Schultheis, are today as they were when the house was i

if?g; an;i tflor ghon} the ‘i’{OtWCH res- sull;scriptlofn. Fo Gia . one of the oldest wooden structures in this part of the stats.]
'Olr O 1e ﬂ§1 0ose ater com- astors. from atos and sup- 3 " ; ' o T < "a
bany above Lexington was named. ply pastors from other towns heid . Rail fences, crec.tec_i ta ke§p dee.r fromﬂ the forn fields i
They had six children, services regularly for years, but in wire made fence-building easier, still are found here and thﬁ:ﬂ{
Foster Chase was very active in|the past decade & Sharp decrease in |  of a fence built by Schultheis sometime prior to 1860 may«

the affairs of the little community | population has caused a loss of in- 1 2 113 $ 1 B YA
that had grown up around the sme | oL near the lagoon, and is pxctur4ed in oval (2). Foster Lf‘fflj

8oon, and for several years was 2| Hidden in g dense grove of red- ; H
trusiee of historic Summit schows, woods and oaks atopga little knoli | San Jose for the Hihn company as|tor of the Mountain Realty at Sicyrlll

;"’,’i"? thle“ Chﬂ&reﬁ:i (:-jf I!tlai-lay moun- facross Soquel road from Schultheis | &n opposition road to the Mt. Char. | Iand reveals.
ain familles attended at its various lagoon, the church is within a ley stage line, it dipped down over| History of the Santa Cruz Mours d
locations arownd the summit dis- |stone’s throw from the Los Gatos- ; ! . : . Tl '
trict. Santa Cruz highway, but remains | 8PProximately the same .route astain Social and. Improvement cluly W

A portion of the original home |unsuspected to thousands of moter- | the present Soquel” road, which is|as 1t ‘was ‘called, from the time “'
of Joseph W. Chase, built late in the ists who pass by. now being-widened and straightened |started in 1904 throtigh 1507 ig givezxflq
50’'s by a man named Taylor, is stil STRIPPED BY VANDALS. for a modern highway, jat length. !

€l

S el o e . el

gtanding, with additions and Vandas, Hbwever, have long since Originally it followed the “Mor-|' Its introduetion gives an ~inxi;;‘::g_;n4

|

cl}a;}ges made t,’)y Chase when Le | giscovered it, and have stripped|rell cut-off” swinging off to the
bouzht it in 1862. It is occupied DY | much of the fine interior work, de- | west from the Morrell homestead | gy - first Sy
Ralph and Maude Chase, son ana faczd the marble altar, broken win- through which it once passed, and nwe st cadmé 14 %

into"history of clubs in the regio

daughter of Foster Chase. o i |90Ws and marred the walls. Tramps | emerging at the Sears place, g;atgax;taﬁse “lﬁ;e?uxed t%i‘z?r \”,“:“ e
Well known in the Summit dis- | used it for a “hotel” from time to NEW ROAD. drios flo{zrlshn d c‘;l?:yth‘;w::wr{ilw;;;‘“‘!“‘
el S pnother Tayior family— | time in Tecent years. But in the 60’s Smith and George | he Floral society did good work

+*Uncle Jimmy” and “Aunt Marga- | Not far from the church and be- | comstock, who were cutting: timber
Yet” Taylor, who attended all of the |hind the Opera house, Which faces | on the McMillan (Young) holdings, long enough to build a chureh butl™
weddings and funerals in the moun- |the church. is a clearing- owthe found the grade too steep. and cuf tg‘ ok kg h b g
lain region for nearly 40 - yeats.|Av.rill ranch where ome of the firsi |5 new road across the back country v V}‘ESB A p BT o |
bolooy, and Lenevoleni, they were|stage depots in the Samia Gruz| i the Chase mill ¢ Hall's bridge. {ine former literary cooiors o, 414
! beloved throughout the region. Their | mountains was located. This was later joined with the main [,s"one of those Rotive. i Mours
: home was off Soque] road, south of | Burned down probably & half-|road sast the Morrell place and|ipe now groiﬁph "‘lzlr S“ J B ’ﬁ“w’
] Yis Chase home: gentury ago, the barn served the | connected with Burrell and Wright’s klndl;/ consented to open her hause
3

long as it lasted. A grange existed|™

EARLY SETTLERS. stage run which was established in | station when they came into being. .. the first soclal, which was s
James Taylor, “Uncle Jimmy,” |1863 by the Santa Cruz Gap Turn- Hiram  Morrell built- the .section for January 22 1904 but.  agidl:

came to the mountain {n 1857, mov- | pike Joint Stock company, which now in®™se as the main. road to rained heavil,y the social

ing about several times before final- | Was incorporated December 18 of eliminate "the ‘ruinous. @ust which through,” the boaklet relates

ly locating in 1364. He had married |that year and obtained a franchise | spoiled his grape crops from the| gy " o of Wrrient's p

Margaret Higgins, “Aunt Margaret,” | from the supervisors of Santa Cruz passage of teams and stages through | y..o - church at Burrell

10 years before. They had no chil- |and Santa Clara counties, his front yard. free use of the church parlors  dpdf

drer., but adopted William, Dennis | Built up the west side of the Los | ¥ on the evening of January 29 s

&on cof Willlam . and Ann Tillman |Gatos canyon and replacing the old “SOCIAL AND IMPROVE- |59 people ‘gathered i te

en ._»r,‘u o

. the and

3 Dennis, early settlers in the Burr»il | Jones hill stage road, the Sgn Jos2 i % augurated the “Friday Night Club/ ser!
B region. The boy's mother died i |Turnpike, as it was called, joined at MENT CLUB. as it was. called, x«\"ith Mr.a,‘Ar’,hhrlilba
; childbirth, and with their customary | Woodwardia the route of the stage| The summit region: was the cen- L. Sears as presideht, . jab i
, open-handedness, the Taylors gaw{lme started in 1856-58 by F. A. Hihn |ter of social activity of the early|  Under g new constitution, adopt-|arm
‘ the child a home and raised him 0 | and associaties. part of this century, an. old booklet ed March, 1905, the name wasithe

manhood. ‘ Constructec by a William Hall of | published by Joseph J. Bamber, edi- | changed to “The Santa Cruz Moun=" sky
1 ' ‘ . n 3 ;
E.
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