a ‘sugar da"

- By MARK BERGSTROM
' Sentinel Staff Writer

CAPITOLA wgkCapxtola Fire District

still wants to down the aisle.
But, directors have had trouble making

- up their minds whose ring to accept.

Central Fire District, which surrounds

- Capitola, has been an on-again, off-again

suitor. Formed by the consolidation of

~ Soquel and Live Oak fire districts last -

year, Central Fire proposed to offer ad-
ditional fire-fighting capability and lead-
m at no cost to Capitola.

Capitola directors liked the idea of
having a second fire engine immediately
-available to respond to a house fire.

~ Currently, Capitola has four firefighters

on duty per shift. When a fire is reported,

mne head out on the first fire engine. The -
fous Y 'wj { S

offer a second engine from exther its IM’
Avenue or Soquel stations. b
‘The Capitola Firefighters (
and Chief Jerry Bowles are on rem as
snpporting consolidation, saying they feel
joining with Central Fire District would
- be the most com-eifec%we way to provid

~ Capitola appointed two board
— Gene Warren and Wayne Fonte
meet thh representatives from
Fire to further analyze those be
Several nwetmgs were held.

over of the fire departmentbut ;
ballat :

emamder of items on that April 15
‘were never heard. Central’s direc-
ot up and walked out. )
not the first time Capitola m
ed out just a few steps from the altar.
rs participated in the formation of
itral Fire District, but they turned and
ack to the city of Caplmla at ﬁl M

ly was Central Fire jilted m
aé!:«ludt,w ;

 slapped in the f;
an of Capitola’s board believes.

0, Monday night when his bo
e submitted a letter of a
entral ‘Fire board. “The w.
your members who attendiﬂ

n, inexcusable,” Kludt wrote. A m
) send that letter died fqr l

ctors now want what they say is
ple “yes” or ‘‘no”’ from district resi-
in November on the issue of a city
er of the fire department. ‘
In the meantime, directors Monday
ght asked Warren and Fontes to see how
it would c&st for the city to provide
~ e kind of service that Centmi Fire
ed to offer for free.
t, who says he personally iawn
Central Fire, fxguresf the cost of
a second engine company (a total
nine or 10 more firefighters) and as-
_equipment would cost am a
ion dollars a year. ‘
’s a half-million dollars, he m to
.0
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Soquel

The Cem‘ral Fire District mcludes shaded ared of mtd '

are medical emergencies, perhaps a sec-
~ond engine company is not even needed, he

says. ,

-The big advantage of a city takeover, he
says, is local autonomy he believes would
be lost if Capitola Fire District were
amlinwed up by Central Fire.

_ Also, no permanent method of financing
fire districts has been established since
Proposition 13 chopped off a majority of

their funding — the property tax.
 Central Fire'’s

e 2

looking for a mate in the first place

The city of Capitola, on the other hand,
has all that sales-tax revenue fwm dist
Avenue jingling in its pockets.

But, the fire district has had a story

 relationship with the city, too, dating back

iage,;gre Kludt was hired as city manager in.
The desire to become a city fire depart—
ment, he says, startad when Oapmzvla had
a police district, too. The dt
over

Eut he mntends, times have
A study (Sierra Group Study) in :

~ all fire districts in the county. It was the

;| hat brought about Centm F@

at stud
 Selva Beach fire émtriets in their recent
decision to rsue eventual consm




