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History Of Zoning In Bonny Doon Area

(Editor’s Note: The follow-
ing is a story by Genevieve H.
Beck, vice chairman of the
Rural Bonny Doon association,
in relation to the area’s resi-
dents to have the area zoned
to the association’s desires.)

Bonny Doon is soon to be
zoned! It would seem an oppor-
tune time to review the events
which have led us to this point.
Credit is due The Sentinel for its
exceptionally accurate reporting
during the latter half of our ef.
forts. It has helped immeasurably
in correcting the early false im-
pression.

So much publicity has been giv-
en to our community and its ef-
forts to protect its residents and
provide for orderly growth. Not
all of this publicity has, been ei-
ther favorable or accurate. In
the early stages the picture pre-
sented to the public was one of
backwoods mountaineers fighting
to stay that way. Nothing is fur-
ther from the truth. i

Bonny Doon is a community of
independent people. We have
come here for various reasons but
two or three reasons seem com-
mon to all. Bonny Doon’s rela-
tively untouched natural beauty
makes it an obvious choice for
those of us who love America as
God made it. It offers unmatched
privacy and a respite from one’s
neighbor’s picture window or kit.

chen sink. It gives true rural e

ing not the pseudo-country style
of the suburban tract.

We are, likewise, g community
of forward-looking people. We
are the first community in Santa
Cruz county to have any kind of
zone. Our percentage attendance
at the polls is far and away the
highest in the county. All pro-
gressive measures on the ballot
are passed in Bonny Doon. School
bonds always pass and a large
percentage of our residents do
not have school age children.
When the present boom in school
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attendance began, Bonny Doon
was ready with the money for a
new schoolroom. The room was
built by the time the pupils ar-
rived. We want the best for our
people, our children, and our
community. We believe our pres-
ent way of life is without peer
and we want to preserve it for
ourselves and those who come
after us. We believe progress is
the result of building for the fu-
ture on the foundation of 3 good
present.

It was Easter Week, 1955,
that the residents here first he.
came aware of a plan which
would eventually change Bon-
ny Doon irrevocably. One of
the essential prerequisites foir
country-living is an adequate
sized parcel of land. It is .a
_Physical impossibility to reta

“.privacy, natural surrounding$,

and rural living on wurban
even suburban sized lots.
Therefore, when the first sign
went up . advertising a subdi-
vision of small lots and with
city restrictions, those proper-
ty owners affected banded to-
gether under the banner of the
Rural Bonny Doon ' association.
At this time the county was
without a zoning ordinance
either permanent or temporary.
The association hired an atfor-
ney and a planner. Thanks to our
attorney, it was established that

tentative records of survey maps |

are not legal on parcels of less
than one acre, And thanks to our
planner, the present A.2 zZone,
with a 2%%-acre minimum, was
formulated and adopted as an in-
terim zone. That portion of the
Bonny Doon School district di-
rectly affected was put into this
interim zone. And shortly there-
after the entire interim zoning
ordinance -for Santa Cruz county
was adopted. This later became
the present zoning ordinance in
July. 1958.

After being zoned A-2 and with
the balance of the school district
zoned “Unclassified,” a feeling
of security settled on the area.
We were all rudely awakened in
November, 1957, by an applica-
tion to have a small area in the
Unclassified Zone changed to a
city-type R-1 Zone with lot sizes
of 10,000 square feet,

Again the property owners
banded together and within 10
days 200 people had signed a pe-
fition ‘protesting any such zone
In our area. In addition, letters
and telegrams from out-of-town-
ers were sent to the planning
commission. On the day of the
hearing the room was packed
solidly and standees spilled over
half way down the hall. Needless
to say the application was turned
down.

After this second effort to
“citify” Bonny Doon a permanent
association was formed in Jany.
ary, 1958. As stated in its by-
laws it was formed:

To keep Bonny Doon rural,

To cooperate with the planning
commission to permanently
zone the area to the best in-
terests of the property own-
ers,

To aid and cooperate with all
state and county agencies
whose functions in any way
involve activities that could
affect the welfare of the
community.

To protect the Bonny Doon ar-
ea and adjoining areas from
the encroachment of things
not in the best interest of
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the property owners as a
whole.

Mrs. Hulda McLean, our su
pervisor, who was present at the
first meeting commended our as.
sociation for its organization and
representation.

The first order of business
seemed to be protection for the
unclassified portion, Accord-
ingly a petition for A-2 zoning
in this area was filed. But, for
some reason, now: the climate
had. changed. We. met rebuff
after rebuff. We appealed and
had a re-hearing, but to neo
avail. We were told no emer-
gency existed so no change
would be made pending further
studies.

We made a water survey.
Thereafter, a water district was
formed and Creegan and d’An.
gelo conducted a more detailed
survey, incorporating our pre-
vious information into their re-
port. The expense of this study
was borne directly by a property
tax in our distriet.

All through 1958 countless
meetings were held, hours were
spent studying and marking
maps, contacting property own-
ers, meeting with planning com-
missioners, planning consultants,
supervisors. In short, no stone
was left unturned to achieve our
goal of protection for all of Bon-
ny Doon. All parties concerned
learned a great deal about zon-
ing, about planning, about legis-
lation, and about each other.

By the Fall of 1958 we thought
we had a ‘“freeze” on our area
but discovered it was only a
guide as to “policy” of the plan-
ning commission, Then, in Jan-
uary, 1959, initial studies for an
automatic review zone were in-
stituted by the planning commis-
sion.

The year 1959 again meant
hours of work and meetings and
requests. A pool of our residents
was taken and out of 260 con-
tacted 230 residents and property
owners signed cards expressing
their desire for a two<cre mini.
mum for building sites in Bonny
Doon. We felt this expression of
the “will of the people” to be
overwhelming. Even so, indis-
criminate cutting up of property
into four or less small parcels
Per year continued.

It took the threat of another
subdivision with 14 acre lots to
demonstrate our vulnerability
and to produce the passage of
the automatic review zone and its
application to our unclassified
area, This was Ilate December,
1859,

In the meantime, we had again
applied for A-2 zoning, for AR
zoning, for PROTECTION. Now
we had it and with it the proviso
‘that permanent zoning must be
instituted before its six month
term is over in late June.,

Our general plan has been pre-
sented and will soon be adopted
along with objectives and a set
of standards. We hope everyone
here in Bonny Doon and in the
rest of the county understands
that the general maps are pic.
tures of the “county twenty-five
years hence and not of the coun-
ty in 1960.

We assume, and we trust, right-
ly, that the 1960 zoning used to

implement the plan, will show
Bonny Doon as it is today, a rural
llvmg, environment, exceptionally
beautiful, where the inherent
right to agricultural pursuits is
protected, and which will be a
shining example of community ef-
fort in working with county plan-
ners towards preserving the
beauty and the “good things in
life” peculiar to our area, while
at the same time planning for
its ultimate future growth, .
GENEVIEVE H. BECK

i
OLD CUP UNEARTHED

Berlin (#.—An earthenware cup
believed to be nearly 3000 years
old has been dug up near Raths.
ford Village in the Polish border
area, the East German News agen-
¢y reports. The area was a burial
place in the late Bronze and early

Iron Ages. ;
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