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2k WSl TELUrT, 8t ienst, DL ACUVILY
g line that i riow bilt 3 semblance of

its formertelfs

Where wagcns-by the score, bear=
ing produce of -all description, once
lined up to-load long freights at the
several stations :and stops in the
mountains,. today not a station is
open ween Los Gatos and Felton. ;

But o its decline- though it may
reilroad has played a part of
immeasurable economic - importance
not only in the speed and height of
development of the region, but in
the direction of that development.

ORIGINAL PROPOSAL.

The railroad - was originally in-
tended to eut through the moun-
gains not by way of Los Gatos, but
hear Saratoga  and: over the sum-
mit somewhere in®the region of
Wwaterman’s gap, and to continue
from there down the San Lorenzo,
through Boulder Creek and thence
to connect with the Santa Cruz and
Felton line, -

Had this intention been followed.
emarkable wduld have be¥n differ-
ence which would have been appar-
ent today, there seems little doubt.

Not only would Saratoga have as-
sumed something *¥more than ‘the
size of Los Gatos, as the -village at
that time was a manufactyring cen-
ter of mote, but a numberipfd towns
that owed their existence and iive-
lihood to the railroad—such as Al-
ma. Wrights, Skyland,'Laucel snd

Glenwood, would ir all probdoility

never Have come into being.

Bui surveys showed the route to
be impractical, or more so than the
adovted: route for all of its tunnels,
and opposition from farmers in the
San Tomas region clinched the de-
cision—which was not altered in
the least by the dopation of rights
of way in Los Gatos by J. W. Lyn-
den, and’'in Al8ercroft:gulch by the
McMuwrtry family and others.

SOUTH PACIFIC COAST CO.

Incorporated = March 25, 1876,
under the pame of the South Pa-
citie coast railroad company, James
G. Fair, Alfred E. Divis and their
associates started from Alameda to
Santa Cruz via Newark and San
Jose, with ithe avowed intention of
continuing down the Salinas valley,
across the doast range into the San
Joaquin ahd ultimately to meet the
Denver. & - Rio' Grande railroad,
which at that time was' building its
narrow-gauge line toward the Pa-
cific coast. - 5 PO

Meanwhile, in October of the pre-~
vious year, 1875, the Felton & Sa:ta
Cruz raireads, 4 narrow gauge line
buils to connect with logging trains
irom Boulder Creek and the San
Lorenzo ecountry, had been com-
pleted. X .

Captalized - at~ $500,000 by J. S.
Carter, J. Py Pierce, C. G. Harrison,
G. H. Gorrell and W, D. Tisdal, the
road met with financial reverses,
and ‘was completed under the di-
rection of ¥. A, Hihn, SBanta Cruz
rapitalist without whom ° nothing
much happened in the county. This
wvas early in' 1870. g

When the Southern Pacific com-
pariy took over the line, -Hihn obe
tained judgment of $1697 damages
to his property in the potiero and
for rights-of-way, in 1887.

Work on the road was supervised

o

ma(:.-». A

by “A.  J. Storts, pioneer of ‘the
Boulder Creek region who was in
later years well known in" Saratoga.
He was the father of Mrs. Neil Car-
‘michael, wife of a prominent lum-
perman. Storts died in 1923,

Rail and ferry service was inaug-
urated on- the South Pacific Coast
line June 1, 1878, when a wharf was
completed: at . Alameda ‘point, run-
ning from San Francisco to Newark,
a distance of ahout 25 miles. .

INTO THE MOUNTAINS,

Built with Chinese labor, the road
crept up the canyon past Lexington,
which it left high and dry on the
wrong' side of the canyon; swung
through Alma,
sprang into prominence-ab Lexing=
ton’s expense; and then turned- up
the Aldercroft canyon to come to
a halt at Wright's station. ‘

The tunnel, a mile and an eighth
in length, was a Seven-day's wonder
in the mountains, and brought the
curious from miles around. Passen-
gers on the early-day trains were
taken from Wright's by a - jumper
stage service to Felton until the line
was completed May 15, 1880—prob~
ably one of the most. important
dates in Santa Cruz mountain his-
tory. A

Wright’s, which scon become a roar-
ing camp along with Laurel, at the
other end of the tunnel, connected
by a snake-road over the top.
TUNNEL DISASTER.

The tunnel got off to a bad start—
tolling’ somewhere . between 17 and
34 .Chinese lives in:a catastropne
that has grown into mountainous
proportions. . | ’ ’

.Crude pine torches were carried
by the coolies for illumination after
the work had progressed - several
hundred feef into the side of the
hill. Nothing happened for a while,
until one day a lusty blow of & pick
opened a' gas pocket. :

The blast that followed tossed the
Chinese about like ten-pins, blow-
ing several out- of the mouth of
the shaft. The dead added up to 17,
or 26, or 34, ‘or 200, according to
whose account you believe. Some
say the bones.of the victims st lie

their grave alongside the iracks a$
the tunnel portal—others relate that
they were shipped back to China for
purial with their honorable ances-
tors. - % » N, X i
Jittle wooden - -carts without
wheels were employed to trundle tine
dirt—one coolie to each ccrner: car-
ried the rigs. More than 2000 Chin-
ese were -employed at one time, di-
vided. into small gangs -bossed Y
hard-boiled Yankee foremen who
developed new cuss-words daily -in
driving the .“pig-tails” ‘to grealer
efforts. ot B d ) :

April 18, 1906, meant quite 83
much to the railroad and-the re-
gion ‘it traversed- as it did to any
community outside of 8San Fran-
cisco, ‘which gave the.greal: ‘quake
its name.

Lying directly along the San An-

&

which promptly {-

Great activity was centered about

in. the trench which was @ug fuc|

‘ereck at Eva, near-tba News-Letter

. One of the best known figures of the stage
i ‘the Santa Cruz mountains.was George Co
became conductor on the South Pacific Coast
is: shown standing beside Locomotive No. 10 h v
decorated for Fourth of July in 1881, with Dan Quill, fire-
man, and Engineer John Hager, the latter in the cab.
Alfred G. Davis, associate of James A. Fair, builder of
the road, is seen (top center) with A. J. Storts, ‘construc-
tion boss on the Felton-Santa Cruz link. The first
on the Los Gatos-Santa Cruz run, South Coast No.. 3, buil
by Baldwin in 1876, appears in the upper right photo/
Left center:.Wreck of Engine No, 101, which jumped
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the track near Tunnel 6 June 13, 1901,  Right

of the crew of the samie train—left to right——H. D. Antrim,
express messenger; Smith the parlor car porter, and R .4
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August, although 1
remained
heavy - biasti
move it.

3ub 1
short tuny
doned,
obher jobs
through t
taing

dreas fault: line in some- portions
and across it in others, the road suf=-
fered heavily in the temblor. The
Wrights tunnel cracked in the mid-
dle and settled several inches, Slides
of a«~less serious nature filled: the
Gléhwood bore.

A huge earth dam blocked the

Ryee)

ranch, and created =z natural res-

ervoir  of huge  propawtlons that jand el
blocked all travel on the railroad |line with
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traing: wa
May 29, 19
The hr
C’]Driving1 ia.bor ‘ogepedl Ilgeumuz’el- protight to Lo
Glenwood tunnel July 1 of the same |, . Sut 1897
year, ' when ~ Conductor. - Thomas ! E:L"'C‘ a?”:" st z
O’Neil and & venturous-erew brought b T
& train through the shaft. y 5}
TUNNEL BROAD-GAUGED. !
Railroad officials took advantage
of the tie-up to ‘broadgduge the
Wright tunnel which was opened in

and on the so-called canyon read
from Los Gatos to Wrights for meny

months. s - trad been [V

when

]
| wou. i
Previous' to that
transfer charge per- 1on

N




a
.. - ”
ays L 1S,
I =3 (
er to ti i
{ C {0 ilminatce tunaneld was
’'ia X woutilern 1C111 )
0 8
i
-
J / 1 |
S 4
e Mm r
wW=-g& "
JNLY g { L
e
) L -4
( WI L
more ¢ A - L > ) d 1} c d C
3 gave C Jel Cile i > IOIY now 1 L g §
ally 810w a1l {
wasly L » o et - -




