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Aptos incorporation efforts ap-

pear to be at a standstill, but a -

spokesman for the group backing
cityhood said he doesn’t think in-
terest has fizzled out.

The reason for the Aptos In-
corporation Group’s lack of
progress is that it’s still waiting
for a feasibility study, said attor-
ney Kelly Walker, an Aptos resi-
dent who acts as spokesman for
the group. The consultant work-
ing on the study, which will out-
line how a city of Aptos would
survive financially, was expected
to complete it in July. Now
Walker said he’s hoping to get
the study by the end of. this
month.

One reason for the delay is that

the consultant at first charted the

finances of an Aptos city accord-
ing to a 2 percent growth rate,
which was higher than the in-
. corporation group wanted,
. Walker said. The consultant, Blll
Zion of Lafayette, was told to re-
-~ duce the growth rate projection
to 1.5 percent, or half of the

county’s current 3 percent for the

area, Walker said.

' Until cityhood backers have the
study in hand, talking about the
benefits of incorporation doesn’t
mean much to residents who ob-
ject that it would cost them more
in taxes, or that it would lead to
more development, Walker said.
The study will give backers
“something concrete” on which
to base their arguments, he said,
and they’ll start an educational
campalgn as soon as they get it.

The Aptos Incorporatlon Group
will also have to raise some more
money to pay for the study. The
group has paid $3,000 so far, but
Walker said he expects another
bxu for $4,000 and the group has

only about $1,000 in its bank ac-

count.

Apparently, the group’s at—
tempts to sell “immortality” for a
donation of $500 or more didn’t
cause any rush on local banks. -

“We all dream of immortality,
but few of us have any hope of
making that a reality,” began a
letter backers sent out some time
ago to entice donors.

The letter went on to explain
that the immortality the group
was talking about consisted of
preserving donors’ names on
bronze plaques. Backers prom-
ised to place the plaques in an
as-yet-nonexxstent Aptos Town
Hall.

Walker said he didn’t know how
many people responded with do-
nations, but it wasn’t many.

“I don’t believe we're going to
have to have a very tall Town
Hall to put all the names up and
down it,” he said. “I think just a
one-story bulldmg W1ll be
enough.” =

As to the group’s promlse to
soon release the names of con-
tributors to the incorporation ef-
fort, provided they give their
consent, Walker said that still
stands. The list will either be re-
leased in conjunction with the
feasibility study, or earlier, he
said.

The group was criticized when
members at first refused to re-

veal contributors, on grounds it

was not a legal requirement at
this point. Members later capitu-
lated to a degree, stating they -
would release the names of con-
tributors, but only with those
contributors’ consent. j

Not all the contributors have
been contacted yet, Walker said,
but he expects all but a couple to

grant the group pamnssion to
use thairnames
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