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City says

part of the city just because of
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pOth sides see ‘progress’

By ELIZABETH SCHILLING

STAFF WRITER

Negotiators from both the
Teamsters and Richard Shaw
Frozen Foods agreed yesterday,
following a five-hour meeting,
that progress had been made.

4 'Meanwhile, only minor dis-
uptions occurred on picket
, as strikers marched for
third day outside the Shaw
plant off Riverside Drive and
the Watsonville Canning - and
Frozen Foods plant on Ford
Street.

- At a press conference held at
the Shaw plant immediately fol-
lowing negotiations yesterday,
company officials said they felt
encouraged that the union had
been ‘‘willing to listen to eco-
nomic issues for the first
gﬂn*-

“We gave them our audit,”
said Steve Shaw, company vice
president. “We told them in
order for us to survive we need
1o take so many dollars out of
our budget and-we-weléomed
their guidance in how to make
the cuts in labor.”

Shaw said his company has
reduced operating costs across
the board — including selling
company trucks and tightening
the belt on management — and
that ‘‘labor is one of the few
costs tHe company can con-
gﬁ-: &

_Richard King, secretary-
treasurer of Teamsters Local
912, said the meeting was ‘‘sig-
nificant.”

“Things moved a little with
Shaw, but we’ve got a long way
to go,” said King. He said he
did not expect another meeting
with Shaw this week because
both sides would be busy ana-
lyzing figures.

Both plants continued to oper-
ate at minimal staffing levels
today. Shaw said enough people
have reported to work to enable
_him to run lines of lima beans

~and spinach that have been

“delivered to the plant. County sheriff to reduce the the union are set.
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STEVE SHAW
At press conference

He said about 20 regular
employees have crossed the
picket line to report to work
and that he has hired 40 new
temporary employees.

Shaw said the new hires are
people the plant would nor-
mally have hired at this time of
year anyway in order to handle
the peak harvest.

Union officials said they
expected Shaw officials to
obtain’ a temporary restraining
order today. The order would be
similar to the one Watsonville
Canning obtained Monday
night, limiting the number of
pickets to four at each of the
company’s eight entrances.

Shaw confirmed that ‘‘all the
paperwork is ready to go’ for
such an order. He would not say
when he would call upon the
court and the Santa Cruz

WEC

hundreds of pickets who
surrounded his plant
Monday.

“Right now, I am just observ-
ing the picket line,” Shaw said.
“I don’t think it is my workers
causing the trouble, but people
are being harassed when they
go through the gates. There has
been some bottle-throwing and
vulgar language directed at
employees trying to get to
work.” .

Watsonville police reported
only - minor disruptions at the
two struck plants yesterday.
Two pickets at Watsonville
Canning were cited last night
for violating the court order
limiting the number of pickets.
They are Benjamin Aponte
Crespo, 36, of 13 Brooklyn Ave..
Pajaro, and Maria A. Yasen,
34, of 1900 Salinas Road, also in
Pajaro.

Police stated that Yasen
“placed her right foot in front
of a car” that was entering the
Watsonvitlé Canning plant.

Crespo, police said, picketed
in front of an entrance after he
had been repeatedly warned not
to.

Another man, Manuel
Moreno, 28, address unknown,
was arrested last night at 10:20
p.m. on a charge of brandishing
a weapon after he allegedly
threatened pickets with an
eight-inch kitchen knife. :

Police Chief Ray Belgard,
however, said the strike was

since

continuing  ‘“‘quietly’’ this
morning. ;

“We’ve had a lot of little
calls,”” he said. ‘‘Nothing
major yet.”

Belgard said officers will
continue with 12-hour shifts on
six-day-a-week schedules. Offi-
cers’ vacations and days off
have been canceled.

Officials from Watsonville
Canning had no comment on the
strike and no negotiation ses-
sions between the any and




