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The scaled-down project includes hotel rooms and playing fields, but no performance space.
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that the city’s position is still that
the Porter-Sesnon property should
be turned into a state park.

But she added that the county
may have a tough time turning
down HBK’s latest plan.

“It seems to meet all of the
county’s general plan, zoning and
local coastal plan requirements,”
Tupper said.

The original Porter-Sesnon par-
cel was leased by Hare, Brewer
and Kelley from the University of
California, which received it as a
gift. HBK holds a 99-year lease on
the 66 acres. The Palo Alto-based
firm also built Pajaro Dunes.

“This is probably what we used
to call Plan A — the 197-unit lodge
without the performance facilities
or playing fields,” Welch said yes-
terday afternoon. (Plan B called
for 398 units on the property.)

“The situation is that after the
election in 1988 we really needed
to come back with a proposal that
fit the Local Coastal Plan and the
General Plan,” Welch said. He be-
lieves the new plan meets all of
the criteria.

“It has had the tennis courts
reduced to three so that the fo-
otprint (of the project) is smaller,”
. Welch said yesterday.

“We took great pains to insure
that impervious surfaces and
structural improvements are well
within the county parks and rec-
reation zone limitations,” he said.
“We don’t believe this will require
another EIR because it has much
less impact than the previous
proposal. The traffic is much less
because of the lesser number of
rooms and the elimination of the
performing arts facilities. .

“Even the land movement is
less. Every aspect of the building
process is much less.”

Vicki Powell-Murray, spokes-
woman for Friends of Porter-
Sesnon and the leader of the op-
position that defeated the Wing-
spread plan 114 years ago, agrees

Aptos-Capitola Supervisor Rob-
ley Levy said this morning she
wasn’t surprised by the filing.

“But I hope he’ll pursue the
state park purchase,” she said. “It
is clear that is the public in Santa
Cruz County wants.”

Santa Cruz County Supervisor
Gary Patton, a foe of the old
Wingspread project, said the new
development application should be
a message to state Sen. Henry
Mello and Assemblyman Sam Farr
to deliver on their promises and
find the money needed to buy the
property.

Patton declined to make a spe-
cific comment on the Meadowpark
application, adding “everyone has
the right to go through the pro-
cess.”

But he added, “Our general plan
and local coastal plan say that the
first priority is an acquisition to
make it part of the New Brighton
Beach State Park.

“If he has filed it, then Mr. Farr
and Mr. Mello should redouble
their efforts. It is on our list to buy
the property and our legislators
should deliver the money to buy
this property.

“] am convinced in my mind
that the state thinks this is an
important acquisition.”

The supervisors do, too. The
county has offered $500,000 in park
acquisition funds to help acquire

-the land.

“The money is still there and we
have not retracted our willingness
to participate,” Patton said. “Tens
of thousands of people have ex-
pressed their opinions on the
property (in the June, 1988 elec-

tion) and it is now time for some
action.”

The state originally appropriated
$4 million to purchase the land.
HBK principal Ryland Kelley re-
portedly wanted $10 million for his
interest in the property.

Mello said this morning that the
$4 million in the state budget was
taken out after Kelley gave the
state a letter last summer, stating
that the property had been taken
off the market.

“My own personal view is that it
is a very important piece of prop-

erty for the state to purchase,”
Mello said. “The state should re-
ally own it for future expansion of
New Brighton Beach State Park
and we could also work with
county and city for future recre-
ation. But the last formal word is
that the property is off the mar-
ket.”

In any case, Powell-Murray is
promising a hot reception for the
Meadowpark plan.

“We are ready and willing to
approach the next round,” she
said.

Clever clerk talks
robber out of guns

HOUSTON (UPD) — A conve-
nience store clerk confronted
with a robber packing two pistols
bought the guns from the bandit
and locked him inside the store
until the money was returned.

Wazir Jiwi was preoccupied
with his day-end report Friday
when a man approached the
counter of the north Houston
store at 11:15 p.m. with a can of
peer, \

“He pulled two pistols on me,
and demanded cash, Jiwi said.

But as the clerk pulled money
from the cash register he talked
the gunman into selling one of
his two guns for $100, Jiwi said.

Jiwi placed the gun under the
counter, pushed a button auto-
matically locking the door of the
store, and started bargaining for

the other weapon.

“He didn’t want to give it to
me. But I figured he needed the
money, and I told him I would
pay him for it,” Jiwi said.

The robber grabbed the cash
and left the second pistol on the
counter.

«] grabbed the other pistol, and
he went to the door,” Jiwi said.
“It was locked, and when he
couldn’t get it open, he turned to
me and asked what was going
on.”

Jiwi told the robber he could
go if he returned the money.

“He brought the money back,
and I opened the door. It was
pretty strange. When the police
came, and I told them, they said
it was a miracle,” Jiwi said.
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“Even the land movement is
less. Every aspect of the building
process is much less.”

Vicki Powell-Murray, spokes-
woman for Friends of Porter-
Sesnon and the leader of the op-
position that defeated the Wing-
spread plan 1% years ago, agrees
with Welch that the new proposal
is similar to the old Wingspread
plan.

And she doesn’t like the new
plan any better than the old one.

Powell-Murray, contends that
Meadowpark is simply a warmed-
over Wingspread Beach plan A.

“The use designation (on
Porter-Sesnon) is. 115 to 130
units,” Powell-Murray said.
“Where he“comes up ‘with 197 is
by including the Widera property,
which is «hot the Porter-Sesnon
property.”

The Widera property, named af-
ter the former propert§owners, is
a narrow strip of land along the
McGregor Drive frontage road on
the other side of New Brighton
Road from the Porter-Sesnon
property.

“Plan A was denied,” Powell-
Murray said. “My gut reaction is
that there were (only) seven pre-
cinets that Wingspread carried in
1988. The county spoke very
strongly that they wanted a state
par ” 4

Negotiations between Kelley and
state negotiators have stalled over
the price to be paid for the prop-
erty if the state were to buy it for
a park.




