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/Woman appointed to court bench

By MARIA GAURA /) = g = g&' position newly created by the state’s trial But, Morse suspects her appointmetit have
Sentinel staff writer court funding legislation. Santa Cruz’s Mu-  hinged on her long involvement with the
: e . nicipal Court is currently operating with  criminal justice system in Santa Cruz Coun-
¢ SANTI‘;‘ %ITUZM— Asﬁzgaggeglsrglgef g four judges and a court commissioner. Mu- ty. A graduate of the University of Washing-
I&rnqy. a?% ef,t. Cérseb Gov. Gebras Dext: nicipal Court judgeships pay $82,054 per ton, Morse came to Santa Cruz in 1976 where
k111112'1i(:111) PN Auage by i g year. she took a job as a deputy court clerk. She
Tlie 3;1-year-01 d Morse may be the first “Talk about an exciting life!” Morse said. ~ then worked as a probation officer before
woman named 1 the bench in Santa Cruz, “I¢s al Bappenin this week. e T et e
she said. . Morse said she was notified of her promo- in %81 y
“I believe I am (the first woman judge),”  tion Monday afternoon, but wasn’t told why :
she said. “But I can’t confirm that positive-  she had been chosen over the other can-
ly-”

didates. “They didn’t tell me why, and I
Morse will fill a fifth Municipal Court didn’t ask,” she said.

After one year in private practice, Morse
took a job with the Monterey District At-
torney’s office, then applied for a job at the

Santa Cruz County District Attof'ney’s oifice
“as soon as there was an opening,” she said.

In her five years as a Santa Cruz pros-
ecutor, Morse has worked her way up to the
elite special-prosegution unit, handling some

of the county’s toughest cases in the past
year

“One of the things that may have helped
me is that I started at the bottom and
worked my way up,” she said.

“I know what it’s like to stand at the
traffic counter and deal with péople who are
angry about being cited,” Morse said.
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