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In interim
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The Scotts Valley City Council has named an inter-
im city manager, and his first assignment is to find
his permadnent replacement.

Scotts Valley Police Chief Steve Walpole will serve
temporarily as city manager, replacing August
Caires, who resigned Tuesday, citing personal rea-
sons.

Caires’ departure follows the resignation last week
of the city’s public works director. The mayor and a
city councilman also have resigned in the last year.

“All the decisions were separately made,” City
Councilwoman Gina Koshland said. “All were com-
pletely unrelated.”

Caires, who left on vacation after submitting his
resignation, could not be reached for comment. While
characterized by city officials as a popular and highly
skilled public manager, Caires had recently taken
heat from city employees who blamed him for the
city’s financial woes.

After Caites recommended that three employees be
laid off last month, he was blasted by Steve O’Keefe,
representing the Service Employees International
Union. O’Keefe told the city council that a majority of
city employees had no confidence in Caires’ ability to
lead the city out of its financial crisis.

Scotts Valley’s revenues for the fiscal year ending
in June are expected to fall $276,140 short of the $5.4
million anticipated earlier.

Walpole’s first official assignment is to report to
the council next week with plans to recruit a new city
manager. While he is acting as city manager, police
Capt. Tom Bush will serve as acting police chief.
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