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ronmental impact - report on a

d shopping center at Green
y Road and Main Street.
~ the dismay of redevelopment
f ies, the EIR had concluded that the
ffect of the center on the downtown‘
‘would be “moderate.”

~ Advocates of revitalization feel the
ng center will severely hurt the
chances for a born-again central
msmsmct

‘The revitalization proponents turned
out in force at Monday night’s public
hearing on the proposed center, with
commissioners taking two hours of often

onal testimony from citizens,
ic officials and citizens.

ro Valley Supervisor - Chns
thews told the commission that the

Mng center proposal “frightened”

' “If your downtown dies, your town
\dies,” warned Matthews, saying he’d
seen evidence of this in his native New

o make any proposed development on
he site “‘compatible,” not “‘competitive’’
. downtown businesses. ¢

‘his attorney, however, cautloned
t “economic protectionism.”
e whole idea of insulating the

business district from

E attorney Tom Skillicorn.
artificial barriers that don’t make
_ the downtown is not dying, as many

ﬁon should be put to rest once
‘and for all,” asserted Watsonville

“The economic development of the city,
~ he said, “should not be stifled by
‘t%lmc sense.”

g corn rattled off a list of pro;ects in
the downtown that he said proved that
redevelopment proponents lament. And
the attorney denied that the city was

“doing nothing” about the downtown, .

 saying that it has spent a lot of money on
studies and keeping the central business
ed up. The city’s actions, he

ined, indicate that city fathers
m gupportmg the downtown busmess

¢ »‘*

“‘He city has made steady progress
md the goal of downtown
_revitalization,” Skillicorn said.
‘noted that he had been one of the
ding members of the Watsonville
‘Development Corporation, adding
was “‘dismayed to see the group
i epohtlctzed 2
s WADC recently called for a
‘orlum on new shopping centers
ide the downtown, saying that “now
is the time to draw the line and begin a
_concentrated effort in the downtown.”

VMDC president Monte Lewis Monday

 priority and we are looking to you for

_developer spoke in favor of the pr¢

B (‘M‘ supervxsor _asked commissioners

1 the request for a a
: offiicials to

‘that the comnnttee ccmxst of
developer Bill Burgstrom and
developers such as Chuck Allen
. Arnerich, downtown busin
as George Menasco, as well as
officials.
“This issue in our opinion

leadership,” Lewis said. “Let’s creat
something positive out of this mess

But Skillicorn grimaced at the id
a committee, saying that
create “two-humped camels.” As fi
moratorium, “that’s another wor
stall,” the attorney said.

Only one person not associated

center. Gary Plomp, of 105 Pro,
Drive, said that Watsonville “‘do
have a first-rate movie house” andf\
one desperately. . 0
‘As proposed now, the center would
contain either a 12,000 movie theater ¢
corporate offices of similar size, 2,
square foot supermarket, a 42,300 st
foot drug store, 30,200 square feet of
retail space and a 5, 225squarefoot bank.
The Planning Commission agreed wit
an economic consultant that
proposed drug store was too big. So i
accepting the -EIR findings, . the
commission asked the developer t
reduce the size of the store. How much

with d ‘the store should be reduced, however,
- The developer of the proposed project o

wasnot specified. R
. All told, the center would — as planned
now — consist of 116,138 square feet of
commercial development which
downtown redevelopment proM
and businessmen feel is outrageous.
Mark Frederickson, owner of the
Monterey Bay Co. clothing store, pointed
out Monday night that the Deer -
Center in Rio del Mar is only 71,0
square feet — and many planners w
agree that the center is more than a
“neighborhood shopping center” Q
originally planned. o

The proposed center, he said, wo!
more in line with Rancho Del ﬁq
shopping center in Aptos.

“It’s hard to believe,” Fredenckﬁ
said of the proposed center. ]

- Commissioner Steve DuFour, |
owner of a downtown business himse
expressed concern that the center wa
not a ‘‘neighborhood shopping center.
And Planning Director Bob Ellenwoo
‘agreed with him that the
“convenience center” (used in the
was not correct.

“It’s either a very large neighborhos
.shopping center or a very small
community shopping center (the latter
being planners’ jargon for a center w
servesapopulatwnof 100 000people) .

It’s not yet a ‘regional center,” ‘,
said, adding that ‘‘even the downtown’ ]
not considered a regional attraction.

The commission, however, ma¢ p
attempt to reduce the overall squ
footage of the center. It voted ‘
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