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County Isn’t
Interested ,
In Rail Line

By PAUL BEATTY
Sentinel Staff Writer i :
It is feasible to reconstruct a railroad line from San Jose to
Santa Cruz, officials from three counties were told this morning
by Caltrans representatives — but Santa Cruz County officials
say they don’t want it. Mo o :
Caltrans spokesmen officially revealed their department’s
study on rail service from the heavily populated San Jose area to
recreational Santa Cruz and offered three alternatives:

— An over-the-hill route at $36.9 million, which follows the,

earlier Suntan Special Route through San Lorenzo Valley.

— An around-the-hill route from San Jose to Watsonville at
$22.8 million. :

— The modern idea of running electric trains down the
middle of Highway 17 at a cost $84.6 million, including $48.8
million for widening the highway. ‘

Santa Cruz County Supervisors Gary Patton and Ed

Borovatz reminded Caltrans and representatives from the city of

Los Gatos and county of Santa Clara that this county’s Board of
Supervisors is on record opposing an ‘‘over-the-hill”’ rail service,
fearing it will increase growth. ;

Santa Clara County Cd%;:ervisor Dan McCorquodale com-
mented that Santa Cruz ty ‘‘is one of the most inaccessible
counties now, and yet it is one of the fastest growing.”

He pointed out the same conditions were true of Morgan Hill
in his county.

McCorquodale told Patton and Borovatz that growth is
based on “land use.”

Borovatz said the burden of an over-the-hill line would be too
much for “‘a county that is the second smallest county in the state
to bear.”” He said this area would be expected to aid in the $36.8
million funding and then “take care of deficits.”

Borovatz also said that two earlier studies on the Sun Tan
Special route showed it would cost up to $50 million “and at
today’s dollar that would be $60 to $70 million.”

He and Patton said Santa Cruz county is interested in the
“arourid-the-hill”’ line (the Delmonte Special into Watsonville
that has a go-ahead, except for negotiations with Southern
Pacific) because it would be used for recreational travel.

Both Santa Cruz County supervisors spoke against any mass
transit rail system that could provide added services to com-
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bus services “‘and that may give an indication of local support to
transit systems,” Mello said.

+ Caltrans Division Chief George Gray said that his depart-
ment was now through with the study, except if called on for
advisory assistance. McCorquodale urged the three counties
involved to get together and work out a ‘political feasibility” for
a possible rail service.

Gray said that a number of state funding possibilities would
have to be looked at “and even if we began today, it would be
three to four years before we have a system.” :

It was brought out that reports estimate it would cost $118 ,
million to build Highway 17 into a full freeway — as the fourth
alternative.




