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WERETE B W SR -8

; Imagmatwe MountamWer
.- Clothes Little Vil aﬁe Wik
" Vast:Dignity.

:brother-muax\r Geowm Osmer, 4he
present proprietor,” who has beefi‘in
business there 40 years.

John Floyd built and operated
the willage blacksmith, succeeding
Davis and Tice of an earlier «ate
and in turn- succeeded by Charles
Pierce. John Herlinger was a shoe-
maker of this period.

A contemporary history of the
Santa Clara velley (1885) lists Alma
as a freight station noted for agri-
culture, the flowering chaparral o
the hillsides all about providing the
much-desired, . fragrant c¢happarel
| honey. Roads branching from- the
.| town; & freight station and postofs
ice, summer homes and the soda
springs on the eastern side of the
canyon are briefly mentioned in the
description included ‘in - the MF
count.'

Miss M. 8, Whitehurst was thﬁ
school teacher in that vear, tha Hev.
Wythe, pastor .of @ the Methodist

upper:

Lhaﬂeq Murdock dwarfed: by
fitic trée. -Upper center.is a.view :

eorge Osmer’s store. Inset isav |
dey-y ard of:the nmetxes between it
{

i

E y«day hotel kéeper at: Lexmgton. it
Lexington ‘school - when it was«
orest Fouse at Alma. :

Y

13 i
scenes from the two’ abandoned
e former an unidentified tomb. i
of rats; the latter the resting

E ¢ w.)rld’s fair at Chmago and an the‘
i 4 appurtenances. of “a’ tnriving . city!
5‘*“ were thus given to Alma at the turn|
ofra pén, -much- to.the amusement
of Los Gatos and neighboring towns
to whose residents’Alma was but &.
place ‘one went through en route to
somewhere else,

Gabriel Beal: died 'last Saturda,v,
s | July 14. He was William Nat Friend,
former postmaster:of Qakland and
one 'of ‘the best  known . political
Tfigures of his’ time in: the east bay
‘region.

LAWYER, MINISTEB,
"UNDERTAKER. .

Born in 1870, Na{ Frilend, as’ pe
was commonly. known, became- &n,
honor. student at the University of
{ California, and president of the stu-
dent” body at that institution. He
studied for the bar ‘while' living
15, labove Alma, on Soda Spring road,
iss and. was admitted to pmctlce in’

- 11888, oy
.&0» In 1906 he was ordained to the

{ministry, but in 1013 again. shifted
U+t his vocation to that. of an under-
C:|taker.. Under the Coolidge admin-
ts; | istration he became postmaster of
p-}Oakhmd in’ 1928,
ity {

11, | dertaking company in Oakland. ; His
xse.u;ife, two ‘sons a.nd 8 daughter sur-

Ve,
’ Booming for.” a, time’ in’ the spec-_'
nd | taculgr summer -trade - ‘that flour<
u-|ished. in ‘the mountains after‘ the
hmcmmng of -the, railroad in the last
{ tiwo decades “of ‘the: century,’ Alma
Lof Phecamer 8 pophilar: pienic 'spot, rival-
‘b-(mg ab times ever Wight's. atatlon
i andSuuaet mrk. G

| this: period from passing teams, al-
i coach -had passed, the lumber indus-
{ty. had waned into insignificance,
.{love for the- kind ‘of - refreshment

| that in -the nineties was legally i |.
oObtainable'in' Los Gatos because-of

1of Alina’s prosperity  as'a summer.
resori—it was’ too ‘close to !civiliz- |

.| stalled gas-buggies from mu

pilot simply raised his hand.
venturesome autoist. was then .re-
quired . by road courtesy ‘to alight
vehicle .to calm the passing horses,

slde of -the road whenever meefing |
‘la ‘horse-drawn. conveyance, so that

pass,.or:if the horse reared in fright,

about the Forest House at the pcak
‘ ott.hemudaysmthqul‘xﬁu
i -

church, -and C. ‘A. Stice, Southern

A Srlsk trade va'ras also realized in
though the hey-day of the stage |ear
try .and its accompanying prosperi-

Teamsters, hearty: men with a great

a local option law, provided patron-
age - for the nptorius “mile of " sa-
1001 that " lined t.he _road from
Lexington to Alma, - :
WY TWELVE SALOONS

Here in' a declining community of
a half dozen families -were at one
time TWELVE saloons, thicker than
filling stations today! -
not for ‘long; the competition was
too nd most of them soon |
faded' from sight, \

‘The automobile spelled »the doom

ation' even. for the' laborious travel
of those first old‘high-wheelers and
the -pufiing. “one-lunged” . .motors,
which  provided a ucrative- trade
only for the mountain ranchers wita
stout: feams and tackle ;t?yank

holes,
sand holes, -dust holes and ruts thati
neatly engaged transmission hous-!

=

ings.
Rules ot the road at.-that time

were not encouraging. to' mountain |
‘in autos when  they first|
started to frighten. horses and’ na-

travel

tives about: 1900. i
.- AUTOQIST. ON DEFENSIVE
“If e horse-and-buggy encounters

ed an.autoist on the. road, the Jate|

ter was required to. stop if.the buggy
The
and stand  in front “of -his roaring’

. Autos also had .to take the out-

if ‘there was not. sufficient room 0|

it was the auto that piled into junk
at’ the bottom of the gulch. never
the- horse~and-buggy.

+ A far cry from. the bust.lmg mene

But this wasy

g :
then was, as described, a town-of

fe

Pacific agent. Freight shipped in

1894 totalced 800 toms, it is noted.

w inhabitants,
early-day - store .

Stephen Chase’s
was --now .John

This conclndw the first part of

Stewart’s .mercantile ‘establishment. | the series, “Ghost Towns of the

Stewart was’

succeeded by L. T.J Santa Cruz Mountains” Subsequent

Dolder; Dolder. by “his brother-in-Y installments uill appear at a !aur
law, Bohme, and Bohme by hx» date.

[Letter Tells of Gus .

- .a covered 'wagon in 1861,.,and, aflter two years:in Sam

Dryden, SettlerInRed- |
wood Estates Regzon “'

A Ietter recelved from | Miss: ances Rupp of Dos
: Pams gives' interesting addxtlgnal information’ about “dn
'earlv séttler in*the Sunnmt reg{ion her v1e4t—~randfathcr,
‘]ohnathan Augustus Dryden i excerpt follows: i

“Johnathan Augustus” Dryden, better knewn as Giss |
Dryden, with his\wifé and six>childrén crosscd the plains:

“Jose, settled- in the Santa Cruz mountains. < At.that time
‘Henry Dryden (grandfather of Miss Frances Ruapp dﬂd
narrator of this account) was but six years old,

ZShortly later the building of the Stmmit schoel vas
be'ﬂm and.Gus' Dryden he]ped to build it. ‘He was ong of
ﬁle trystees: of the ‘school for the full amount of time he
" was there, seven years:in all, as he moved his family to-
Paxcmes in 1870.

+ Henry Dryder recelved his first schooling at the. cSum-

'

tin Schultheis and’ those of Mountain Charley.’

Gus Dryden bought the old Gommer place, which was *
situated - one-half . mile_ aboves where Holy City now . is.
Where he used to have his cowpasture'and hay field there
is‘now a very modern summer resort (Note: Apparently
this was the preset site of Redwood Estates),  Gus Dry-
den also tended-the toll gate which was then at his' place
+(the junction of the Santa Cruz Gap tur npike with Moun=
‘tain Charley road).:

“The stump.on: Wthh the . bear now stands, was then
usedt as.a playhouse for the' Dryden children. The old:

Dutch windmill is' where the public watering trough for

‘teams formerly was. - (Note: The windmill stands at the,
.entrance to‘Redwood ' Estates, but the bear lms been rew
moved) %

Al:

' 'mxt school, where he went with the children of Jolin Maru
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