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- Julie Leonard and her daughter; Trlsha, 10, exit plane
after an air tour during Watsonville Airport’s open

house Saturday.

Flying the friendly
skies over Watsonville

By FAITH RAIDER
STAFF WRITER

It was a glorious day to fly.
And hundreds of people took ad-
vantage of an opportunity to do
just that at the Watsonville Mu-
nicipal Airport Saturday.

An all-day open house to cele-
brate the airport’s 53rd birthday
drew in about 200 people for a 7
a.m. pancake breakfast. Some
150 had flown the friendly skies
before noon.

Twenty-one pilots were offer-
ing 15-minute air tours in small
planes ranging from two-seat
Cessnas to six-seat Bonanzas to

participants for five cents fm'
every pound they weighed.

“The bay looks a lot smaller
from up here,” said Watsonville
resident Mick Luerano, one of
three passengers flying in a four-
seater Mooney plane.

Sponsored by the Monterey
Bay Ninety-nines flying club, pro-
ceeds from the flights will go to
the airport to fund a “flying
friendly” video about noise
abatement.

The open house is an annual
event that began three years ago-
when the airport celebrated its
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* manager Don French. i

~ “It'sthe community’s airportand

: v\m‘d like to invite the community

~ to it,” he said. The airport’s other

major annual event, the Antique Air %

- Show and Fly-in, is held in May.

~ The variety of planes that flew

. passengers over the Santa Cruz

Boardwalk, Cabrillo College foot-

ball field and Sky-View Drive in the-

ater in Santa Cruz did not include

experimental planes — planes not

certificated by the Federal Avm

Administration. ; il
A 7l-year-old pilot ﬂymg an 2

perimental plane made headlines

this week when he crashed on a

maiden voyage not far from tln #r»

Although FAA mspectors m
looked at the experimental plane
 during its construction phase and
- before it was flown, the engine ap-
peared to have malfunctic?med,
French said. Nonexperimental
planes are certifiable because they
' are the same as other planes of an
_ identical design, which has heen
_ extensively tested. ;

. French had predicted that the
mxtunate crash would not casta
pall over the open house. “These

‘ -M\dsofthmgstendtobnngm
‘folks in like a family,” he said.

! The airport was buxlt in 19
_the War Department, which t«

- over the construction begun b;ym

Civil Aeronautics Agency bem!le

 of World War II. It was used during

the war as a rendezvous point for

~ naval airplanes designated to land

together on air carriers. In 1946, ﬁte

| War Department transferred own-

by u;hlp to the City of me
: Although the auport is not used

j ~ Some 500 jobs are dxrectly m
ed to the auportslocanoninm
- sonville, French said. Some $17 mil-
lion ayear is generated for the %
‘munity by local taxes paid byﬁ-
-craft owners; the use of fuel, mz
tenance and other airport servie
and motels, food and ground trans-
mmmmvmmm i
through the airport, he said.

‘e



