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y the county’s Com-
ction Board said con-
for low- and middle-
esidents grew worse
ap between rich and
ned

1 employment in the
d from 8.3 per-

;weofanﬁo

> 0=

o 0>

R oo

He H- 2

—o0no
o+ = ol

oo <

oRH o5 |

w ] i‘v‘j
o

— D>t s

O & -

@ > k=

co ™ F—
o .
= o~
& ()
= txd

At the same time, however,
last year the top 10 percent of
wage-earners took in a third of
the total income in the county,
while the lowest third received
only 6 percent, according to the
report.

In Watsonville, seasonal jobs
in agriculture and the food-
processing industry ‘‘condemn
many workers, particularly
Hispanic workers, to job inse-
curity and low wages,” the
report states.

The report, describing prob-
lems faced by the county’s poor
Jin employmmt and houm

$3% e 4
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will be publicly presented at
7:30 tonight at the International
Senior Center on Beach Street
by members of CAB’s board of
directors, which includes Wat-
sonville Councilmen Joe Mar-
sano and Dennis Osmer, county
Supervisor Gary Patton and
Santa Cruz Councilwoman Jane

Weed.

Representatives from the low-
income community and the
business sector will also be on
hand to hear testimony from
public on the annual repo
The report
ing testimony will later be

orpoﬁahd Cm’s “Local

and its lccompany- i

Plan,”” or work plan, for m

coming year, said CAB volun-

teer Christine Johnson-Lyons.

The report predicts
improvement, in local poverty
conditions dlslpxte a decli
unemploymeént rate, largely
because 66 percent of new jobs

in 1988 are expected to be in the

retail trade and services indus-
try, both of which traditionally
pay low or minimum wages.

Low w‘ages in conjunction
with steadily climbing real
éstate costs — the yk_riceaof a

Www t $10,
000 in 1987 — have led to ‘“‘da

gerously ~overcrowded
conditions” and a growing
number of people

homeless  in
the county, according to the

Atthough the median sale
price of a home in Watsonville
is lower than in all other areas
of the county — $115,600 com-
pared to a countywide $137,000
— it is still well above what
many county residents can
afford, the report says, and
many people cope with the situ-
ﬁon by doubling up on hous-

 Families that come within

g

imlly — cannot afford to in;

homes, the report shows.

‘Renting is no answer, sin
the average monthly rent is $6f
or a two-bedroom house in
Watsonville and $600 for a two-
bedroom apartment; in Santa

‘Cruz, the prices are $788 for a

two-bedroom house and $66i ﬁr
‘an apartment.

Those iegl,‘h
crunch most sha

wmnwi&eﬁﬁdm‘mﬁbﬁ :

panics, who earn an average of
26 percent less than their Anglo
counterparts, according to the
report.

“These persons are generally
employed at minimum or low
wages in services such as
motels, retaurants or convales-
cent homes,” the report states.
“Others are seasonal agricul-
tural workers or cannery work-
ers with unpredictable
employment schedules and
lower wages.”

Low wages can make even
the process of for
legalization under
tion Reform and Coutml Aet ef

1986 financially prohibitive, the

nport says. Residents qualify-
ing for legalization must have
worked in agriculture at least
90 days between May 1, 1985,
and April 30, 1986, or have been
in the United States since Jan.
1, 1982. Most who have been
here since 1982 are employed in
minimum-wage service-indus-
try or cannery jobs, says the
report. :

“It is conceivable that a
person could be charged as
much as $1,450° to apply for
legalization in this land of great
opportunity,”’ the report says.

Other areas of concern to the
working poor, it continues, are
the cost of child care and
medical care, while their chil-
dren face educational barriers
in schools that are not provid-

for the needs of a growing
‘bntﬁngual and Spanish-speaking
population.

According to the report, “at
least one-fifth of the population
of Santa Cruz County continues
to struggle with the severe diffi-
culties that result from pov-
erty-level or near-powdy level
income.” _
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