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Berry Growing Business in 1896 

 

The Blackberry, Raspberry and Loganberry 

In addition to the business done with strawberries, and as a sort of side issue to the latter, no small figure is cut by the 

shipment of blackberries, raspberries and Loganberries. 

In no one case in the valley is the acreage devoted to these latter berries as large as that of the smaller strawberry fields, 

but in nearly every case they are cultivated in small patches. 

In the length of time that they are marketable the raspberries follow strawberries, and some bushes bear a few berries 

nearly the year around and an enormous crop during their season. 

The blackberry season is comparatively short, but the fruit produced is second to none in size and flavor, and all varieties 

bear well in any part of the valley. They are extremely productive with good cultivation, and may be successfully grown 

in this climate without irrigation. 

The Loganberry, being a variety unfamiliar to people in any other place, I will devote more space to its account than to 

others. 

From a circular giving its history I extract these notes: 

The Loganberry originated with Judge J. H. Logan, of Santa Cruz, Cal., from whom it derives its name. Several years ago, 

growing in his garden, were plants of the Aughinbaugh blackberry and Red Antwerp raspberry. The plants, being near 

each other, had intermixed or grown together. The judge, having noticed that they bloomed and ripened their fruit 

together, conceived the idea of planting the seeds, from which planting resulted the production of the Loganberry. 

He is entitled to all credit for the origination of this noble fruit, which will be a perpetual monument, placing his name 

beside those of Longworth, Hovey, Wilson and other originators of new varieties of fruit. He has even done more than 

they. He has produced a fruit or berry entirely unlike any in previous existence, a hybrid or mixture of two fruits, 

partaking of the characteristics of both of its parents. The Aughinbaugh blackberry, from the seed of which the Logan is 

supposed to have originated, has pistillate or imperfect flowers, which must have been fertilized by the polen of the 

raspberry, producing this most singular and valuable fruit. 

The vines or canes of the Loganberry grow entirely unlike either the blackberry or raspberry. They trail or grow upon the 

ground more like the dewberry. They are exceedingly strong growers, each shoot or branch reaching a growth of eight to 

ten feet in one season without irrigation, the aggregate growth of all the shoots on one plant amounting to from forty to 

fifty feet. 

The canes or vines are very large—without the thorns of the blackberry bushes—but have very fine soft spines, much like 

those of raspberry bushes. The leaves are of a deep green color, coarse and thick, and also like those of the raspberry. 
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The fruit is as large as the largest size blackberry, is of the same shape, with globules similar to that fruit, and the color, 

when fully ripe, is a 'dark bright red.' It has the combined flavor of both berries, pleasant, mild, vinous, delightful to the 

taste and peculiar to this fruit alone. 

It is excellent for the table, eaten raw or cooked, and for jelly or jam is without an equal. The seeds are very small, soft 

and not abundant, being greatly different from both its parents in this respect. The vines are enormous bearers, and the 

fruit is very firm and carries well. 

The fruit begins to ripen very early—the bulk being ripe and gone before either blackberries or raspberries become 

plentiful. In filling in a place just ahead of these fruits the market value of the Loganberry is greatly enhanced. 

In ordinary seasons the fruit begins to ripen from the middle to the last of May. 

When extensively planted and generally known, this berry is destined to take front rank owing to its earliness, large size, 

beautiful appearance, superior quality, and delightful flavor, together with its firmness and good carrying or shipping 

quality. 

Mr. James Waters, of this valley, has sole right with this vine. 

Sources 
 This is an excerpt from "Santa Cruz County; a faithful reproduction in print and photography of its climate, 

capabilities, and beauties." 1896. pp. 92–95. RAP-ed. 
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