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Yes, We Have Poor People Cent
There’s been some fat eye-|ily. “I was four year old when Valle
brows raised over the federal| mamma died, and I never went Elem
desjgnation of this area as “de- but four year to school,” she High
“pressed,” said. Unifi
‘Président Johnson’s poverty| “Ever since I were a little girl Junio

“ program has soiled our bountiful | I picked and cut cotton in the| OP!
: image. The easy chair slouch of field. g/?ma]
4 well being shifts uneasily. “I never stayed a day in bed |p 101“1
*  The fact is that, yes, there are| with any of my babies. I Cr?ll;l‘

« poor people among us.
& lhe Salvation Army is provid-
. ing food for 10 to 15 families a
» week.
* 1t has more than 100 families
«on its books, families it helps
‘ with food and clothing from time
« to time.
The government says that
" any family which receives less
: than $2000 a year is consid-
ered in extreme poverty.
‘  Using this definition, there are
5500 persons in the county. who
‘ would fall into this cate¥ory if
. it were mnot for welfare help.
{ Of this number 4000 are classi-
* fied as aged, blind or disabled,
The rest are families deserted
* by its head (father-husband)—
- a growing disgrace to the man-
" hood image of America.

L

* * %X :
I asked Capt. Don Sather of
the Salvation Army to take me

- to a family he considered poverty

. stricken.

Late one afternoon last week

* we drove to a small two-room mo-

« tel apartment and I was intro-

‘ duced to a wizened 44-year-old

, mother, hardly 100 pounds and

eons older in the face than she
should have been.

: She was deserted several
weeks ago by her third hus-
band. He beat the kids and
herself, she said, and went
away with the last paycheck.
During her life she has given

. birth-to 12 children. Seven of

them® still live and four (hers

- and step-children) are with her

now. -
In her refrigerator was a piece

* of butter. Last week she fed her-

« self and three children on $5

* given her by someone.

During the past weeks the fam-

* ily has missed many meals and

she shook her head when I
asked if she had any plans for
improving the situation in the

. future.

The woman was raised in Mis-
sissippi in a sharecropper fam-

borned them one night and I
was up the next morning and
back in the field before the
young’un was a week old.

“I was pickin’ cofton up to
last August when we moved out
here.

“We worked from sunup to
sundown for $3 a day.

“I never was one to go leavin’
my children at home alone, so 1
took them with me in the field
and sat them under a tree in the
shade while I worked. If I don’t
do anything else in life, I take
care of my kids.

“When the kids got old enough
they went to the field. They work-
ers, all right. I've worked them
kids until I had to catch ’em to
hold ’em up!”
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Her first husband gotAdi/unk
and was killed by a truck. The
second husband “ran away with
his own sister. It were a disgrace
to me,” she said sadly.

And now the third is gone
and she doesn’t want to see him
come back.

“He had no cause to hit us
the way he did—especially the
kids. He know the law is after
him.”

Despite her penniless condi-
tion, she considers her little mo-
tel unit a luxury compared with
their sharecropper’s shack back in
Mississippi, and she has no yen
to return.

“All I got to live for is my
kids and I think I have four
pretty nice ones,” she said.

She cleans the other motel
units to pay for her own quar-
ters. The landlady has a kind
way about her and helps them
with food sometimes.

Soon she may be eligible for
welfare and the crisis will be
over.

She can join the other thou-
sands who must depend on it for
food, shelter and clothing.

Yes, we have poor people

around here.
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