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Amber Coverdale Sumrall became a poet right about the time
she moved to Santa Cruz from Southern California in the ear-
ly 1970s, and she regards that as no coincidence. As a writer, .
she has always drawn her power from her surroundings, be they K A‘I‘HLEEN
her home or the other two places she finds most conducive to ’ v
her imagination: The Big Sur coast and the green hills of Ire- ‘ Where exactly does Kathleen Crocetti get her energy? Middle-
land. Besides publishing her own work, Amber has had an even school teachers generally might be forgiven if they used their
deeper impact by helping others find their own poetic voice. For free time just to recharge for their demanding jobs. But Kathleen
more than 20 years, she has been the co-director of the popu- is on a seemingly constant mission to create art, working as a
lar “In Celebration of the Muse,” a public by local wom- _ solo artist and in collaboration with others to make ambitious

’ i ? _installations, such as the starkly antiwar “Counting Lives Lost,”
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hundreds of kindred souls in not only the craft and structure
of poetry, but in helping people find their true selves through

language and metaphor. Six times a year, she leads weekend

retreats, often to place such as Big Sur and even Ireland, to
immerse wouldbe poets in the stillness that allows them to cap
ture their muse. ‘ .

cant part of the art community. She’s also a regular contribu-
tor to group shows, often pushing any given show in provocative
new directions. Her latest political project, traveling to Gaza to
install a mural of colored glass, has generated both community

_ support and significant criticism. Such a tireless offtime sched-

ule might work for a teacher not giving 100 percent in the class-
room. But at Mission Hill Middle School in Santa Cruz, Kathleen
brings her students into many of her ambitious projects and her
reputation has not gone unnoticed. She was recently named the
middle-school ‘arts teacher of the year in California by the Cali
fornia Arts Education Association.
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PETER m&m 1GAN

His mantra is “tape everything,” and Peter McGettigan has Izve&d
 bythat code for the past 10 years as producer and wdaographar at
Cammumty Television of Santa Cruz County. With his primary partners
first Clay. Butler and later Jeff Dinnell — Peter has been there smth -
is camera documenting as much of Santa i »
W callife as possible. He first became involved tCemnity Tefeavis;on .
| Whilea atocent at the Museum of Art & History, wanting to document
anim | history. Petemom
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- ANEW ERA FOR THE GAILIES

+ The Gail Rich Awards have enjoyed a marvelous run at the Kuumbwa Jazz
Center. But the popularity of the annual event has meant the demand for
a change of venue to larger space. To that end, the event is moving to
the 700-seat Rio Theatre in Santa Cruz. This year's show takes place at
7:30 p.m. Jan. 26 at the Rio. As in past years, it's free.

Stories by WALLACE BAINE whaine@santacruzsentinel.com

Photos by SHMUEL THALER sthaler@santacruzsentinel.com

For a list of previous winners. see HTTP:/ /WWW.SANTACRUZSENTINEL.COM




