Local author writes more than mystery

By JEFF. HUDSON
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AURIE R. KING’S newly

publjshed novel — “A

Grave Talent” — is her
first book to see print, but it
won’t be the last.

King, a resident of the Wat-
sonville area for the past de-
cade, has completed three more
novels, part of a series to be
published by St. Martin’s, which
also published her current title.

Her emergence as a writer
has occurred gradually over the
past eight years.

“I have been writing fiction in
one form or another since 1984,
sporadically,” she said, “In
about 1986, I actually sat down
and wrote the first one from
beginning to end.”

Her current title revolves
around two investigators from
the homicide division of the San
Francisco police, who are look-
ing into the murders of three
little girls. Their search takes
them to the hills south of San
Francisco, and involves a bril-
liant woman painter with a trou-
bled past.

It’s a story that some will cat-
egorize as a mystery, though
King says she isn’t quite sure
that the term is fully applicable.

“I have trouble with the idea
of genre fiction,” she said. ...
My stuff is not really a mystery
in that sense, it’s not a ‘whodun-
* nit” One kind of book is a sort of
puzzle, one is about characters.
Ideally a good mystery should
be both. I lean towards charac-
ters.” ' ;

" But there are still plenty of
elements mystery readers will
recognize.

“] had been playing with this

idea of Sherlock Holmes and a

female sidekick in the 1920s,

and originally I was going to set
it in that period,” King said.
“But it seemed I could fit it just

‘as easily in the late 20th cen-

tury, in San Francisco and

‘Santa Cruz. What I was trying

to do with this was make a cen-
tral character who did not take
part in the action ... exploring
the possibility of making a novel

where the central character was
more a force of nature than any-
thing.

“All of my books tend to be
about women, how women work,
how women think and relate to
“each other. I can’t imagine a
man as a main character in a
novel. It’s true with most au-
thors, I think — most books by
men about women strike me as
very artificial, and vice versa.”

King has long been active in
La Leche League, and enjoys
traveling (England, Australia,
New Zealand, South America)
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as well as study. She wrote her
master’s thesis in theology,
through the Graduate Theologi-
cal Union in Berkeley while
nursing a young child.

King does her writing when
she’ can, saying “it’s very dif-
ficult to follow a set pattern. If
I've got something really going,
ideally I'd write 14 hours a day.
But life doesn’t always give you
14 hours a day to write in.”.

Life, in King’s case, includes

daughter, Zoe, a seventh-grader
at Rolling Hills Middle School
and son, Nathan, a student at
Salsipuedes Elementary. Her
husband, Noel, retired from the
UC Santa Cruz faculty a few
years back.

“We have a three-generation
family, which helps with baby-

 sitting,” King said.

“My daughter’s teacher in-
vited me to come and talk about
the writing process. The kids
were really excited to see the
novel progress from  written
page” — King does her first
drafts with a fountain pen -
“through a finished manuscript,
to a letter of acceptance from
the publisher, then the manu-
script with editorial comments
in different colored pencils, to
the bound galleys, and now the
finished (printed) book: They’re
my fan club. That kind of public
speaking I don’t mind.”

King will, however, be making

.at least one appearance open to

the public at large — a book
signing tomorrow at 7:30 p.m. at
the Capitola Book Cafe in the
Kings Plaza Shopping Center,
Capitola Road at 41st Avenue,
Capitola. ;
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