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CLIMATE

The only snow in sight was man-made Variefy at Anastacio’s restaurant today.

sure doesn’t feel I|ke winter

By TOM LONG

Sentinel Staff Writer

Remember last week when you had to
uw heater going all night and it took
an ick and blowtorch to clear your
car’s windshield off in the morning?

That wasn’t winter.

‘But this Sunday, when you might have to
make the tough choice of whether to listen
to the 49%er’s game while loungmg on a
blanket on the beach or basking in the
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that will be winter.

Because winter officially begins at 2:08
p.m. Saturday, the moment known as win-
ter solstice. That’s the time when the sun
reaches the southernmost point of its an-
nual travels. It also marks the shortest
day of the year.

Of course, some folks take issue w1th
winter’s official starting date.

“November, December, January and
February are all wintery months,” says
Ron MacDonald, local official observer

mtlnelﬂluﬁ«malWuﬁtlmg1 ‘“The solstice is
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day of the year. The date co#ld: con-
ceivably be considered the middle of wtn-
ter.. 1

- There are all sorts of legends and super-
stitions tied in with the solstice. British
folklore says that frost on the {
indicates a severe winter. Medieval farm-
ers used to believe that whichever way the
wind was blowing the church weathercock
on the solstice, that’s the way the wind
would blow for the bahm:e of th& :
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‘it evaporates

) the reservoir.”’




