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. By BETTY LEWIS
 “Ferry across the Pajaro
. — This ferry is running at
~ intervals, subject to the
‘cap of Dutch John who
unfortunately obtained a
franchise, but knows no more
_about running a ferry than
 he does about keeping a
 hotel. Through gross neglig-
‘ence on his part, the tele-
that had been replaced

emsiderable dlfficulty, ;
as broken and ‘carried
y. John acts on the prin-
that the entire river
. at his disposal, he has
~ a right to run his boat any-
where, regardless of the
ights of others. A ‘reminder’
the shape of a fine, would
perhaps bring him to a
. m knowledge of ‘what’s

Jajaro Times, March 9,

“Dutch” Herander was one
‘atsonville’s early-day charac-
iﬂd the builder of the first
ge over the Pajaro River at
of Main Street. The year
: Qg and. Mr. Herander .built
‘most of the 610-foot bridge by
himself. It opened to the public on
i nktglvmg Day, with toll
s follows:
00 n, 122 cents; buggy with
two horses, 50 cents cattle,
r head, 5 cents; sheep, hogs or
each, 2 cents. .
j 'ee weeks after the bridge
- was Mpleted high flood waters
i eh ‘with debrls tore off the 40

~ subject of lively debate. The fol-
~ lowing is from the Pajaronian in
1874, regarding a statement in the
s paper about an inspection

The committee had said
e bridge needed to be
ted — nothing more.”

‘he Committee was

on account of their
my. Considering the
e of the Pajaro bridge the
of the Committee
s a most marvelous and .
ul economy ... Wonder'
ey don’t lay awake
s studying how much it
t to get buried...”
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/This .became the scene,

As the dividing line between the -
0 counties, the bridge was often

‘ M by the Monterey super-

e Pajaronian, Jum u,

wasn’t easy bridging th

through the covered part, espe-

cially at night, and a wide path
was soon provided on the outside.
In 1904 unprovements were being
made:

‘“The work of tearing down

& ““the old wagon bridge which

spans the Pajaro River at

the foot of Main Street is

progressing nicely and in the

near future the Granite Rock

Company will begin con-

struction work on the con-

crete abutment and wing

walls.”

—Evening Pajaronian, Aug.
4, 1904

The short wooden span was
strengthened, but lack of funds
prevented the building of a steel
span. During the 1906 earthquake
on April 18th the bridge was
severely damaged, slipping off the
abutments as the ground cracked
and leaving a drop of three feet.
Travelers had to get across the
river as best they could until
repairs were made.

In the summer of 1907 a lake
was formed on the eastern side of
the bridge by damming the river.

number of years, of water carni-
vals, boat races, Fourth of July
celebrations, picnics, etc. :
In 1915 a new concrete bridge
was built, designed by Leonard &
Day. Portions of the old bridge
were taken to Malpaso Creek,
south of Monterey, for construc-
tion of a bridge there. The new
span over the Pajaro River was
indeed a welcome improvement,

_but memories of happenings on

and near the old bridge .mll
unnhuiwﬂhkmﬂlmmMe

for a

when Chinatown was located over
in Pajaro on Brooklyn Street;

some of the Chinese leaving Wat-
sonville and passing through the
covered portion of the bridge
would be detained and have their
queues cut off ... Or the swift hand
of justice, when horse thieves or
other miscreants were ‘‘strung
up” and left hanging from the
bridge, a reminder to all who

- passed by that crime didn’t pay.

Flooding was always a thult,
the rising waters would’ creep up
over the banks of the river and
flood the southern end of town.
According to Harry Meyers of the
Watsonville Public Works Depart-
ment, the levee was contructed in
1938, putting an end to flooding in
the Pajaro River bridge area. In
the 1955 flood high water threat-
ened the levees where Corralitos
Creek meets Salsipuedes Creek
and where the Salsipuedes jeim
the Pajaro River.

The present bridge spanni vthe
river at the end of Main Street was
built in 1950 and dedicated on April
16, 1951, Mayor C.H. Baker cutting
the rxbbon at the ceremonies. Built

‘at a cost of $492,000, it was con-

structed without stopping the flow
of traffic, which continued to use
the old bridge while two new lanes
were  built on either side of the
span. When this was done the
process was reversed, with traffic
using the new lanes. The com-
pleted bridge reached over the
river for 401 feet; it was 70 feet
wide.
According to Father Cre

diary of October 8, 1769, s%lnn

Gaspar de Pmmmmd»
67 halted at the river, “‘not far
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looked like a royal eagle. I
e% palms from tip to hp

| VM and Pajaro bndge -1 :
one time the town of Watson
~wﬁ>‘@lled Pajaro.

ge. The Pajaro river is
rery much swollen and Cap-
tain Herander is doing the
- crossing with his boat.” &
 —Pajaro Times, Dec. 22,
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