An offer has been made to.
supply a volunteer staff for a
proposed museum at the
‘Mangels estate in Aptos —
‘provided the state parks de-
partment buys ‘the - historic
mansion that overlooks the
‘Toad entrance to the Forest of
'Nisene Marks State Park.,

Glenn Specht, a member of
‘the Park Cltizens Advisory
‘Committee, and Cabrillo
"College history instructor
*Sandy Lydon, are among &
i group of local historians and
Aptos residents working on a
.proposal for. the advisory
committee to submit to the
parks department, They dis-

staff Friday morning while on
.a tour Jed by Dore Coller, one
: of the mansion's tenants,
Although under-developed
_park sites had priority, Mrs.
Specht said, the parks depart-'
'ment had partially approprl-l
. ated funds for purchase of the,
* mansion earlier this year. But,
the state had second thoughts!
when budget cuts were made
after passage of Proposition 13i
last June, .
“The Nisene Marks Park/
Advisory Committee and
other, Aptos residents are
interested in seeing the

&

Mangels house preserved as

an historical site and used as a
museum and local history
center,"” she said. *‘Aptos is an
area rich in history, and there

is a lot that can be done here if

‘

we start now.”
- 1t is hoped the state will still
be . interested in purchasing

the mansion if the museum" "

staff is provided through
cooperation of volunteers and
local historians. The museum
can be used for historical ex-
hibits on midcounty, and as a
forest science center relating

to park wilderness areas and

the rejuvenation of forests
above Aptos that were heavily
lumbered in the late 1880s.

cussed the idea of a volunteer[—"ﬂw Mangels_mansion was

olunteers orrer 10 run_museum Ir
tate will

built during the busiest years
of the lumbering industry m?

midcounty, Railroad tracks
_cut across Mangels' property
toward the mill sites in the
mountains, and there were
few trees on the family's
holdings of :nearly 500 acres.

The  Mangels ranch , and |
dairy sites were purchased in |
‘the 'mid-1880s by Claus
Mangels. He acquired the land
from ~ Claus ~ Spreckels,
brother-in-law of ‘Mangels’
first wife. : : |

Spreckels, known as the’
“‘sugar king,” once owned a
private resort of some 5,000

.--acres, His estate included a

i hotel, cabins and a'deer park
gt what is now Rio del Mar..
. 'Mangels and Spreckels bullt
nearly-identical = summer
mansions at Aptos, The home
' of Spreckels was located near
the Rio del Mar overpass and
‘,Lwas sold after his'death in
71008, The mansion burned in |
_the late 1920s. The estate of |
Claus Mangels remained in
the family and is now owned
by a relative, Carl Mertz of |
Hillsborough.
i According to Mrs, Specht,
| although there are private |
“parties interested” in the |
'Mangels mansion, ‘Mertz still
prefers to sell the building to.
the state and wants-to see it
preserved as a museum. |
Lydon teaches classes at |
Cabrillo on both the history of
Santa Cruz County and the
“history of Aptos. He believes it |
may be possible to coordinate |

: la work-study program be-

tween the state museum and |
_Cabrillo, Students can then\
_provide staff for the museum
Cas they receive training|
“through the = college,

curriculum, LS A ‘

Mrs. Specht will serve .as |
i chairwoman of local efforts to |
i help the  .state "buy the

" number. of Aptos and mid-
-county residents have already
- offered to volunteer,
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'One of the cats now in resldonce at the Mcngels munslon in
Aptos peers into the library mirror, through which one can see
the living room. -Below, Historlans Sandy Lydon and Glenn
'Specht have a plan for turning the old mansion Info a history
museum. Soe siqry on pcga 9. : ~







