LA SELVA BEACH

By GUY LASNIER
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~«Out in La Selva Beaeh
between two rutted dirt roads,
there’s a narrow little strip of

dand that’s a park of sorts.

Since 1959, when the commu-
nity’s recreation district took
over the island between Asta
Drive and Arbolado Drive, the
trees grew, the weeds grew, and
the poison oak grew. To mest
neighborhood residents that was
just fine; it’s the only kind of
growth they wanted.

Then in July, the La Selva
Beach Recreation Distriet

begmll installing a parcourse on
its dxrecm ;

the island, and
M't had much rest since.

Not only are the neighbors up in

arms, but the district now finds
itself embroiled in a ¢
permit hassle with the county

one county staffer said.

For the uninitiated, a
course consists of a serie
stations where a jogger
stop and perform an excercise
a M-ups, push-ups, side steps
.m — then move on to the mt

stop. The course is designed to

school principal
ent of 26 Arbolado
10 years.

rees  her neighbor,
ders, of 5 Asta Drive:
‘signs are really horrible.” |
- Art Case, who lives arou
the corner on Mar M
Avenue, compares the sig
the old Burma Shave adver

i

mam that lined Amerm*!(_

ays of yesteryear.

20-stop and 20-plus-dm1‘
La Selva Beach parcourse was

along the edge of the

program. The multicolor signs
with the Wells Fargo Bank logo

explain what you do with the
weird looking contraptions at
each stop.

The course stands half-fin-
ished now as the rec district
seeks a use permit to complete
it, a process that’s likely to
cost close to $2,000.

But, what’s worse, in the
minds of many, is that the
parcourse got started in the
first place.

1 that troubles La Selva
District
'man Linda Bourgaize. =
- “We were happy and proud of
0"::3!1:!:84” Bourgaize said.

w L for a minimal outlay
we got a terrif 'lﬁu ‘Now I'm

Recreation

“It’s become -a civil wam' "‘V

nost muscles in the bm

After controlling the wooded
strip of land for 26 years, rec

- district officials wanted to put
it to use in a way ‘‘least intru-

sive to the land,” Bourgaize
said. District taxpayers pay for
what little upkeep there is,
although a few years ago they
spent $14,000 to cut down some
dangerous trees.

The district directors felt
there was a need to expand
recreational services, and a
jogging course seemed like a
good idea, she said.

Another district director,
Pete Stanger, agreed. Last
Thursday night, at a town hall
meeting called by Supervisor
Robley Levy (who lives at 27
Asta Drive, right by parcourse

station 11), he said that a par-
course seemed appropriate for
an age group not well served by
the district.

The kids have a playground
and the older people have the
clubhouse for events, Stanger
said, but there’s not much for
residents in their 20s and 30s,
like himself, who like to run
and exercise.

Several residents came to
that meeting to voice their dis-
pleasure over the course.

Levy suggested several times
when ty subject came up that
people take their parcourse
concerns to the next rec dis-

' trict meeting Sept. 10, and to

the county whep-a public hear-
ing is held on the use permit.
Bourgaize said in an inter-
view that the board of directors:
first planned to spend about
$700 for a bare-bones kit con-
taining build-it-yourself par-
course stations. Then, the
volunteer firemen kicked in
$3,000 raised from their dances
and pancake breakfasts. And

‘one of the other directors knew

of a program Wells Fargo Bank
offers where it matches 50-50
money raised by local groups
for a parcourse.

The district got hold of a
county parks department
employee who drew up plans in

his off time and the La Selva
Beach Recreation District had
itself a $9,200 kit of lumber,
signs and exercise contraptions
paid for mostly by others. Then,
with the teenagers’ labor from
summer employment program,
at no cost to the district, it
seemed that the course was all
set to go.

But someone forgot to tell the
residents along Asta and Arbo-
lado drives. They found out soon
enough and showed up at the
monthly rec district meeting
Aug. 6, not at all happy.

Ho a parcourse ran afoul
of nelghbors, the county '

Having already made some
phone calls, some of the oppo-
nents discovered that the dis-
trict needed a use permit to
erect the parcourse, which
brought construction to a halt.

“We had absolutely zero idea
we had to have any kind of
permit,”’ Bourgaize said. ‘“We

never dreamed of it.”’ _

Stanger said that since a
county parks employee drew
the plans and there was no
plumbing and no electrical
work, the thought of a permit
never came up. |

They do need a permlt — a
level 5 permit to be exact,
which means a public hearing
before the zoning administrator.
The district must hire someone
to draw up the formal applica-
tion, which will then be.
assigned to a county planner,
who will write a staff report
prior to the hearing.

Here’s an estimate of what it
will cost:

—$310 for a review;

—$345 for a coastal permit
(the site is in the coastal zone);

—$465 for a commercial
development permit (anything
not residential is commercial
development in the eyes of the
county planning department);

—$445 for an envnronmental
review;

—$205 for an erosion control
pre-site review.

That adds up to $1,770 — not
counting the cost of hiring
someone to make the applica-
tion. A bureaucratic ‘parcourse
of its own, you might say.

And the extra expense is a
problem to the district, which
had hoped to use most of its
$33,000 budget to remodel the
La Selva Beach Clubhouse this
year, Bourgaize said.

Knouse, who keeps a tally of
who uses the course as she
gardens near the apex of Asta
and Arbolado, said, ‘‘the main
thing we objected to is they put
it in and didn’t tell anybody.””

‘Only two men used it Friday,
she said, and they didn’t even
do any of the exercises. They
just jogged around, which they
could have done even before the
course was put in. _

Case, who comes down with
his dog from his Mar Monte
Avenue home, suggested that
benches and hammocks might
make a better course — at lea;t.‘
for the retired folks.

Perhaps Pat DeSimone, a L&‘
Selva Beach fire captain,
summed it up best: ‘‘Seems
like no matter what you do on
that strip it’s the wrong thing.”.
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The La Selva parcourse — Does it !29k like the Burma Shave signs of yesteryear? %




