County’s inmates

more often than other jails
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SANTA CRUZ — Jail inmates in
Santa Cruz used drugs more often
than inmates in five other more
densely-populated counties in Cali-
fornia, a study has shown.

The study, conducted by Univer-
sity of California researchers for the

National Institute of Justice, shows'

a higher percentage of Santa Cruz
inmates using marijuana, cocaine
and injectable drugs than inmates

in Orange, Riverside, San Bernardi-

no, Contra Costa and Alameda
counties.

“This confirms what we’ve been
thinking” and learned from other
studies, said Bill Manov, head of the
county’s drug and alcohol treat-
ment program.

“If there’s anybody out there that
‘thinks drugs are just an inner-city
problem, this study says it ain’t so,”
Manov said -

The study involved interviews

and urine tests — all voluntary —
with 70 inmates in Santa Cruz, 13
of them women. The number of in-
mates surveyed in the other coun-
ties averaged 166.

‘In Santa Cruz, 55 percent of the
inmates admitted using marijuana
in the last 30 days; the average of

e

Mmher counties was 39 percent.

The percentage of Santa Cruz
- inmates who had ever used cocaine

~ was 79 percent, well ahead of “sec-

“side; Contr

ond place Conlz‘a. Costa at 64 per-
cent.
Santa Cruz mmates were less.in-

clined to use the more—potent crack

cocaine. Santa Cruz showed 47 per-

. cent had ever used it; Contra Costa
- had 48 percent and Alameda 57per-

cent.

Sixty percent of Santa Cruz in-
mates said they had ever used am-
phetamines — just behind Contra
Costa at 62 percent and just ahead
of Riverside and San Bernardino.

17 percent in Santa Cruz said yes

— about ha.l;.&s many as in River-
Sosta and San Ber-

narérd),
,wé Sax »«*’sz mma were

more hkelyfto use drugs, they were
also more likely to have undergone

drug treatment. Some 44 percent of
Santa Cruz inmates said they had
undergone treatment; Contra chg ‘
ta was next at 28 percent.

“I don’t know ‘what to malm M

; hve- program e said, -
But when it came to using amphet- ‘ ,
amine within the last 30 days, only

~results coul

gram:s, Manov said. :
‘Surve participants were

teed  their answers an



