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In 1982, another El Nino year, as
many as 70 percent of the pups
born at Ano Nuevo were lost. The
El Nino weather pattern is marked

by a dramatic warming of the
ocean, which can lead to powerful
storms and unusual ocean condi-
tions.

The park policy is to let the nat-

ural ecosystem balance itself out,
Williams said. As a result, rescue
attempts are rare.
* “It’s hard to see any animals be-
ing harmed,” Williams said. “It’s
hard not to want to do something,
but it’s best to do what nature has
always done.”

This year’s loss will cause a blip
in the elephant seal population,
but there shouldn’t be any long-
term damage to the species, ac-
cording to Williams.

Between 150,000 and 170,000 ele-
phant seals live along the Pacific
coast. .

This El Nino season seems to
have affected other marine life.

“It has been a rough year with
the severity of the storms,” said
Margaret Burks, executive director
of The Marine Mammal Center in
Sausalito.

Her center is rehabilitating 58
sea lions and elephant seal pups,
when last year at this time it had
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about 10. The animals have been
rescued from beaches between San
Luis Obispo and Mendocino.
Many were separated from their
mothers during the storms.
Typically, Santa Cruz County
has the second highest number of
rescues behind Monterey County.
The center tries to help the ani-
mals because it makes up for those
that are impacted by man, Burks
said. ‘
In addition, the center learns
from each animal it rehabilitates,
she said. .
For more information about Ano
Nuevo State Reserve, call
1-800-444-4445 or (650) 879-0227.




