Cemral Fire: the unknown d|str;ct
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SOQUBL The| Central Fire District
doesn’t have an identity crisis. The fire-
fighters know who they are.
Thepm’blemis ithey’re not sure ev-

ﬁiuwwas;?isedrecenﬂybyone

of the residents district, who no-
ticed that the red t on the curb in
front of a neighbprhood fire hydrant
had worn off, cars were parking -
‘there.

“We live in Cruz Gardens. I am _
unable to find phone number or
.address for the Live Oak Fire Depart-
~ment which 1 is the one that ser- = ~Proper
vices our area,” woman wrote in a
trict. “Please let the Live Oak Depart-

ment know this information or alert
whoever does curb painting in our
*ndchborhood”shewrota

“The Live Oak Fire Department has
‘not existed since 1982, when it merged
“with Soquel to form the Central Fire
; ined in 1987.

“The letter is more of a public-re-
hﬁonsnighmrebemmecmdhas
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amon'ﬂmrberhne right in the

" middle of Santa Cruz Gardens.

Troubled that there might be a big

go:l;un Chief Steve Negro decided to

informal poll last weekend at the
Capitola Mall, where Central Fire was
participating in a Home Fair. Dressed
in full uniform, Negro stopped shoppers
and asked if they knew which was their
fire department. “The first six people 1
talked to said either Live Oak, Soquel

or Capitola,” Negro said Wednesday.
The problem is not life-threatening
because all anybody needs to do in an
is call 911 for help. The op-

,erator matehes the address with the

fire ‘department. “You end up
with a front yard full of fire tnu:ks
hbbodyloohatﬁwmmeontheside

But.heeaid.the district provides oth
er services such as issuing

burning pe
mitsandpmvidingimportantﬂre«safe—
ty information.
Negrowamsﬂmtlackofnamerec-"

ognition could hamper the district’s ef-

- ‘forts to pass Measure B, a Proposition 4
‘Mng- mkhﬂnthedmﬁ
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state have easily passed such overﬂdes
‘which do not involve tax increases. .
Scotts Valley, for example, won approv-
al several years ago by a 92 percent
“yes” vote.

Central Fire otﬂcials 'fear its voters
might skip over the measure if they
don’t think it pertains to them.

In an effort to spread the word, the
district is mailing out fluorescent-green

fliers, listing pertinent facts about the

district and the locations of the four
fire stations.

Negro believes the problem has aris-
en because of the tremendous growth
in the district since the merger. “People
move in and just assume their fire de-

er than Live Oak-Soquel in 1982 be-

cause it was anticipated that Capitola
would join, Negro said.
He said district directors first tried to

;_"nnd some kind of name that would his-
- torically link the areas and found one,
_Armyo de Rando Rodeo on an old

Chiel Steve Negro
The deciuon came dovm to Mid
ﬂn
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