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By BOB SMITH

Dominican Hospital opmid
the doors of its new 28-bed, $3
million mental health unit to the
public for the first — and per-
haps last — time on Monday.

The occasion was the formal
dedication and blessing of the
new facility which replaces an
18 bed county-operated unit in
the old County Hospital a mile
away.

The building is the result of i
three-year cooperative prm
between the hospital and the -
county that began in 1980 when
the county realized that its 18-
bed facility — the only mh
unit in the county was
becoming inadequate for the
demand

side the county for treatment.
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The project was hailed by
every speaker at the dedmum
including Caﬁtéﬁ

‘Other speakers were Ralph
Bargetto, vice president of the
‘Dominican board of directors,
County Supervisors chairman
Joe Cucchiara, and Sister
Judith Nelson, Prioress of the
{Adrian Dominican Congrega-
tion.

The facility was formally ded-
icated and blessed by The Rev.
Thaddeus Shubsda, Bishop of the
Monterey Diocese.

Missing from the ceremoniap
was the key figure in the nego-
tiations between the hostial and
county to bring the facility into
being — Sister Josephine Sulli- ‘
van, president of the hospital’s
board of directors.

‘She was confined to the hmio
tal with a broken shoulder and
pelvis — the result of a bmycle
accident last Saturday. A

The new facility will M
accepting patients Monday
‘;nornmg Once patients move
g the unit, it will become a

cked, security area with
!ccess restricted and movement
/inside the building somm

. curtailed.
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An airy, modern facility, the
unit is divided mto two. &M
each capable of accomoditinu
14 patients with varying degrees :
of mental illness and care
meeds

- The rooms are generally the

. Same as a standard semi-private

hospital room with two patients

“sharing each room and a
cmnmon toilet. ;

Day rooms and televlsloxﬁ
lounges are provided on each

siée of the central nursmg sta-

Enclosed open air patios and
recreation areas provide
patients and staff with a chance
to get a breath of fresh air
engage in physical exerﬁ
including basketball. -
- Meals, brought to the
!rom the main hospital buile
a few dozen yards away, wiﬂ
served in a canteen-like eating
area that also features auto-
matic coffee makers and small

refrigerators for MMI
snacks.
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