REY — San Luis Obispo’s water conserva-
efforts misfired when residents there thought
ven watering meant they were supposed to wa-

'yards every other day. Water use went up 30,

; giners of the North Marin water pqmi)any are

o5

; paid $50 for each 100 square feet of lawn

it and replace with drought-resistant plant

residents of Sacramento face a 500 percent

e on their water bills for as long as they own
they rack up four rationing violations

nd down this golden-brown state, water offi
d residents are struggling for ways to cope
of the worst droughts in recorded history.
100 of those water officials met here Thurs-
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« “It’'s no longer enough to ask
people ‘to conserve and pray for
rain,” said Dick Heuer, chairman
of the Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District. Monterey
and other Central Coast communi-
ties are hardest hit by the drought.

In the case of Sacramento, water |

rates are so low that officials had
to come up with something drastic
to get their customers’ attention,
according to Suzanne Butterfield of
the state Drought Center. Timing
is important, said Dick Bennett,
water conservation administrator
for the East Bay Municipal Water
District. East Bay MUD was the
first Northern California district to
try voluntary cutbacks in 1987, the
first year of-this four-year drought.

“We politely asked them to con-
serve and they politely declined,”

Bennett said. Since then, he said,
has been able to achieve sizable
cutbacks through both voluntary
and mandatory means.

Fairness in rationing was a big
topic of discussion.

“If you ration by an across-the-
board percentage it’s unfair to
those who have been frugal with
their water use,” said Heuer of
Monterey. “If you ration per capi-
ta, residents on small lots near the
ocean get an advantage over those
on large lots living in warmer ar-
eas,” he said. Monterey has adjust-
ed and readjusted its regulations
and now uses a combination of
both percentage and per-capita
means.

Santa Cruz City Water Depart-
ment has one of the more compli-
cated formulas, based both on data
drawn from billing histories and
from a census survey. Allocations
are made according to household
type and number of members.

Ann Marie Mitroff, water conser-
vation coordinator, said that up to
55 percent of the water customers
will have only to continue normal
conservation practices to meet the
summer rationing quotas.

Santa Cruz is in a bit better
shape than other Central Coast
communities. Loch Lomond stor-
age currently stands at about 48
percent of capacity.

Statewide the ﬁgure is 75 percent
of normal, but elsewhere on the
Central Coast, reservoir storage is

Central Coast hit hardest

Sacramento 45%

Seasonal

runoff,
Percent of average,
as of April 1

N. Lahontan 60%

Colorado River

Map shows the Central Coast hydrologic area is hardest hit

by drought.

only 20 percent of normal. Central
Coast reservoirs are as dry as they
were in 1977, the worst-ever
drought year, according to Butter-
field of the state Drought Center.

The critical statistic this year is
seasonal runoff, she said. What lit-
tle rain has fallen this year has
been swallowed up by the parched
earth, creating a meager 10 percent
runoff along the Central Coast.

The situation is so critical in
Santa Barbara, for example, that
residents have been ordered to cut
consumption by 45 percent. The
city also is water from
2:! Ci:ﬁfotm Sta& Water Projhg
desalinating !

What makes this year so special,
Butterfield said, is that the drought
extends to Southern California.
Squeezed by all of its sources, Los
Angeles, for example, has ordered
a 10 percent cut in consumption,
Butterfield said. The drought is af-
fecting more than just humans in
Northern California. Rising water
temperatures and falling water lev-
els are threatening the supply of
Chinook salmon. In an unprece-
dented move, Butterfield said, cold
water is being released from Lake
Shasta into the Sacramento River.

Forests are falling prey to in-
sects. Some 6 billion board M
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