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“tir

-onsolidation of the
el and Live Oak
distficts

w into a

~ agency, and a

m *)here of influence

M

for the Midcounty’s
Santa Cruz County Sani-
htm District were

m’ved by the county

Agency Forma-

ommission last

sday morning.
fire district

The
merger, which would be
the first in Santa Cruz
_County’s history and a

e forerunner of

iiﬁilu “moves _else-
unw&&« w
mously approved by the |

- where, was

LAFCO commissioners,
who indicated they
would welcome similar
consolidations from
other county fire dis-
tricts.

/

The merger must still
be approved by the
County Board of Super-
visors.

Central County Fire
Chief Harry Rowe said

_the new district will be

able to operate more
efficiently and = at
slightly less cost than
the two independent dis-
tricts, whlch had pre-

department for the two

.districts for the last 21

months.

Rowe said the. new

department has been
able to handle most of

-its emergency calls,

including major fires,
without calling on
neighboring depart-
ments for help.

. Acting LAFCO chair-
man Robley Levy
called the merger ‘“a
highly  significant
Step:ih

Commissioner Stanley

Nielsen echoed that
_s&a&emmt* u@uﬁnx_ tl’ui

- trict, which provides
sewer service to homes

“it would be wonderful
if they could pass it on
to other districts.”’

‘‘Like Capitola, for
example,-” added Super-
visor Gary  Patton,
another LAFCO com-
missioner.

Capitola, now com-
pletely surrounded by

the Central Fire Dis~

trict;.
early
merger, but dropped out
in hopes of a still-to-be-
realized possibility that

participated in

‘the city of Capitola

would take over the fire
dlstmct
z’.@h& wsphere of influ-
ence for the Santa Cruz
CW ‘Sanitation Dis-

and businesses in the

talks on the

coastal plain stretching
from the Santa Cruz
city limits in Live Oak
to Seascape, sets the
ultimate limits for the
district’s expansion and
generally follows the
county’s urban limit
line.

But as approved by
LAFCO, the new sphere
excludes 755 acres —
nearly 1% square miles

already in the district

but not actually served
by sewers — from the

new sphere of influence

because the property
lies outside the urban-
limit line.

Patton was successful
in amending the com-
mission’s draft resolu-
tion, Wm the
district to %act

‘agriculturally

as fire consolidation

‘been operating one fire

with a master plan for
detaching the land out-
side the sphere that is
not presently part of the
sanitation district.

That includes the Sea-
scape Highlands area ﬁf
Aptos.

The resolution also
bars the extension of
sewer lines into several
zoned
parcels inside the

urban-limit ,
including the Polo
Grounds in Aptos, the
apple orchard next to
the Deer Park Shopping
Center and the Brown
Bulb Ranch on the west
side of Capitola Mall,
until zoning on that land
is changed “ by the
cmw Bowd af Supu-
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