PRoveA N

by may

S C AN«

have been
neglected

By MARTHA MENDOZA 5 3
Sentinel staff writer 1 Ny

SANTA CRUZ — Police say a
homeless infant who died last
month may have been severely ne-
glected, even though the county’s
Child Protective Services agency
had been assigned the case.

“Right now the focus of our in-
vestigation is neglect,” said Detec-
tive Loran Baker of the Santa Cruz
police.:

County Human Resources Agen-
cy spokeswoman Gail Groves said
last week the baby boy, who was
called Cricket, probably died of
Sudden Infant Death Syndrome.
Groves said Child Protective Ser-
vices had been monitoring the
mother and baby carefully, and the
baby appeared to be getting
enough food and caye. .. .

The baby: was ‘born Sep: 2:and

Police say
&

died Sept. 29. He was burigu, Tii 105
day in a private graveside cere 0
ny in Santa Cruz attended by ?;a
mother Lynn Rubin, a family
friend and a social worker.

The baby and his mother were
found in a local park days after the
birth by two Santa Cruz women,
who took the pair to Dominican
Santa Cruz Hospital.

The baby spent a week there and
was released to Rubin, who was
assigned a social worker from
Child Protective Services and giv-
en vouchers to stay at the Black-
burn House Motel in Santa Cruz.

The social worker reportedly
checked on Rubin daily to ensure
she swas taking good care of the
baby. "™

Physician Kristina Muten, who
saw the baby two days before his
death at the Westside Community
Health Center, would discuss no
details of the case but confirmed
the baby was in good health when
she saw him.

Two days after the medical
check up, the baby died.

A woman claiming to be Rubin
called the Sentinel last week and
complained that facts in an Oct. 5
story about the baby’s death were
incorrect, but she refused to dis-
cuss details or meet with reporters.

Rubin checked out of the Black-
burn House Motel after the baby’s
death,-and has told authorities she
is staying with friends.

Police say they are gathering ev-
idence and waiting for a medical
examiner’s report, which may be
forwarded to the Santa Cruz Coun-
ty District Attorney for possible
prosecution.




