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WATSONVILLE — Cahfornla
as given up trying to eradicate
the light brown apple moth and
will focus on controlling the pest
instead. : .
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“At this point, eradication is not
viewed as feasible so the program
is shifting focus,” said Steve Lyle,
spokesman for the state Depart-
ment of Food and Agrlculture

State agriculture officials had

hoped to rid California of the moth -

by 2015, but Lyle said the increase
in population size and spread in

the past two years has-made that * .

impossible.

PSS S A OV S S B A S S AP
ol ;

The U.S. Department of Agrl- -

culture came to the same conclu-

sion, announcing its decision to"
abandon eradication as a goal -

last week. In a press release,
the department said eradication
couldn’t be pursued “until new
tools, such as sterile insect tech-
nology, are fully developed and
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