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the project as "too expensive.”
Stanford preferred for others to as-
sume the expense and risk of build-
ing a railroad. Then he would

rairoad. vveil, aimost. 50, O1niy 1o
of the 408 voters in the Pajaro pre-
cinct voted in favor of Hihn’s sub-
sidy, echoing the belief of the

Sandy Lydon collection
Capitola’s fII’St railroad trestle, in the distance, was com-
pleted in the summer, 1875.

The deep cut through Seabright

gives a clue as to why Stanford
wanted no part of the construction
of the line; the terrain across the
county rolls and dips' as much as
the Giant Dipper I just passed.

The Chinese railroad workers
were the great levelers — they cut
down hills, filled in the gullies and
built a grade that does not exceed
2.5 percent.

I see few people on the tracks
today, but there is evidence of
heavy use with trails crossing and
paralleling the tracks everywhere.
Whenever there is room there is
trail off to the side beyond the bal-
last, and after a mile or so I re-
member why — the ties are not
spaced for walking, at least for
someone of average leg-length. Al-
ready my hips and knees are be-
ginning to complain about the jar-
ring of the ties.

HE PHRASE ‘‘Chinaman’s
Chance” echoes in my mind as
I walk through the dozens of cuts.
Chinese railroad workers personal-
ly subsidized this railroad grade
with blood, life and limb. About a
dozen Chinese were maimed or
killed during the 29 months it took
to reach Watsonville, including the
horrible tragedy of one worker
who had both legs cut off by a run-
away construction train in Janu-
ary, 1876. Somehow, he lived
through it, and the railroad compa-
ny officials promised his lifelong
support.
All of the mobile homes in Live
Oak are lined up in ritual disdain

. with their rears pointed toward the
tracks. The grade crossing at 41st

Avenue has the first of two fancy
rubber grade crossings. I must be
in Capitola. Only Capitola can af-
ford rubber grade crossings.

Hihn would be proud of
Capitola’s prosperity because at

HE RAILROAD pulls up out of

Capitola and wiggles through
a series' of curves, past litter-
strewn Seacliff into Aptos.

It’s 12:30, and I am not even half
way to Watsonville. I duck in
through the Wharf Road fence,
grab a sandwich, and run into a
friend who offers to drive me to
Watsonville.

HE RAILROAD now begins,

subtly, to climb. A long,
straight stretch runs alongside
Sumner Avenue and my knees sug-
gest that they might like to walk
on the smooth pavement for
awhile. But no. This is a railroad
walk. Across Clubhouse Drive and
through a long straight stretch of
Vias (Via this and Via that) on the
left with park-like Monterey pines
on the right.

Seascape ends. A dozen Mexican
farm laborers are bent over, pull-
ing up broccoli seedlings for trans-
planting. There’s no transition
from suburban Seascape to the
tractors, fertilizers, sprinklers and
field workers.

It’s past 2 o’clock. The drop-dead
views of the La Selva section keep
my mind off the six-part harmony
being sung by ankles, knees and

‘hips. The stiff wind blowing east

along the beach has cleared all but
one couple away and they are hun-
kered down behind a log.

There’s one, last fail-safe tele-
phone at the KOA campground. I
can still get out of this.

CROSS THE TRESTLE at San

Andreas Road and trudge (strid-
ing has now changed to trudging)
up the long slope to Spring Valley
Road. The woman in the KOA
booth says I can’t go to the store.
“It’s a private campground and pri-
vate store. Only KOA campers can
go to the store,” she explains. I ask

clouds of very aggressive and hun-
gry mosquitoes. I walk faster.

It was in these hills that Freder-
ick Hihn decided to get his revenge
on Watsonville. Disinterested? I'll
show you disinterested. His plan
was simple, and as I walk down the
straight stretch which drops the
railroad into the Pajaro Valley, I
can see it — the tracks point
straight across the river. Hihn in-
tended to bypass Watsonville com-
pletely, by crossing the Pajaro Riv-
er about a mile downstream from
town and then slipping up the val-
ley to meet the SP at Pajaro.

T TOOK the considerable
weight of Charles Ford, other
Watsonville businessmen, and the
courts to force Hihn to turn into
Watsonville, but not before he ex-
torted $8,000 worth of free property
for a depot and a right-of-way
down Walker Street. Hihn was
learning to be a railroader. Protest-
ing and grumbling, the tracks
make a long, sweeping curve to the
left, cross Harkins Slough and
make a bee-line for Watsonville.
The wind pushes hard at my
back carrying bits of a Mexican
song from a nearby lettuce har-
vester which lumbers through the
field like a huge rack of voting
booths filled with walking voters.
As I walk beneath the River of
Cars overcrossing I remember how
the bridge just north of here col-
lapsed in October, 1989, demon-
strating to us all the vulnerability
of highways and cars. I also re-
member how quickly the SP was
able to get passenger service into
place in the Santa Clara Valley af-
ter the earthquake. The earth-
quake gave us an instant preview
of the critical mass which will
eventually come on our local high-
ways. How long must the delays be
before folks trapped in the River of

sllappea 1t Up dl dil auCliVii arnii
folded it into the SP system, broad-
gauging it in 1883. Stanford knew
the meaning of ‘“railroad” even
better than Fred Hihn. I wonder if
SP assumed Hihn's responsibility
for the Chinese railroad worker
with no legs. There is no record pf
him after 1883.

Sandy Lydon is an author an
matters historical and teaches local
and regional history at Cabrzllo
College.




