to an array of sea lions, elephant
~seals and harbor: seals,
- quired two new residents: Primo -
" and Puka, a pair of Atlantic bottle-.

Long Marme Laboratoxy, home

nose dolphms from a US. Navy

- ‘faclhty in San Dlego

The. male dolphms are on loan

- from. the Navy ' to -Long Marine

Lab

has ac- .

east one year. They are
the anguaxd of a cooperative pro-
-gram in which civilian researchers
- will study some of the Navy’s dol- -
~ phins to learn in detail how their
. ‘bodxes work and how they survwe

' OI ph|n S |

~in the 'ocean. Much of -this re—

search will help ‘other scientists
manage wild dolphins more ef-

fectively by revealing how:human -
and natural influences may dlsrupt.
their populatlonsw o

Imtlally, Primo and Puka (pfo-
nounced: “pooka”) will be.part. of

~an' ongoing research proJect by:_i
“Terrie Williams, a new assistant
.professor of biology at UC-Santa
. Cruz. Other researchers and stu-

dents will: have access to the dol-

phms later durmg the first year i

Prlmo and Puka may stay at,
Long Marine Lab beyond ong year,
if members of the cooperatlve re- I

search group. feel there ‘is poten-\; : )
‘that are ‘of mutual mterest to sm-

tial for further useful research

“Due to the downsizing of the"
"Navy, we have less need to use
‘some of these dolphins in-opera-

tions,” said 'Les Bivens, head ‘of

the biosciences division at the San -
Diego - naval fac1hty, known as
NRaD. .

, 7 ' ‘
> “However these ammals have
- been well .tra;ned for tasks in the

entists and the Navy

Among these pl‘O_]eCtS Blvens

‘said, are studies concerning the .
physiology of the ‘animals and is-’

sues related: to their conservation. age 14, while Puka is néar maty- '

Prlmo and Puka amved at Long

_ Marine Lab Oct. 6, followmg trans-
‘port from San Diego ‘to  Moffett

Field on a C-130 cargo plane and a

Primo is a mature adult about

rity, about age 9. Each dolphin is

close to 8 feet long ‘and welghs /

roughly 400 pounds
They were captured in, the Gulf

i g B
,,,l n e &

drive to Santa Cruz on a ﬂatbed ,
- truck. -The dolphms traveled in
* specially designed slings within' fi-
berglass tanks, their bodies sup- '
ported by foam and partially cov-
- ered by seawater. Trainers and
'ivetermanans attended them dur-
ing the entire journey and care-
fully monitored their vital signs.

of Mexico m the rmd-19805 and ;

ment, and in September 1993, the

Navy moved most of the Hawaii
..dolphins. to San Diego. e

‘ ]omed a group of dolphins at the *

former Naval Ocean Systems Cen-‘
ter (recently renamed NRaD) in
- Oahu, Hawaii. That center closed "
‘during the. military base reahgn—]‘f :

st

‘Both Primo and Puka were;:;'?‘
tramed for acoustic research, pri-

marlly to detect find, mark and "’

recover objects in the ocean; Nei-

ther dolphin, however, was actlvef'-"‘
in the Navys operatlons £

e



