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A CRUZ — Dominican Hos:

4 itsﬁ'frﬁcials' announcedMond:\g

/that they remain wedded to the Cath-
olic mission, despite ’an announce-

. ment by the hospital’s parent cor;x—
pany, Catholic H_ealthcare West, 3
split from the Cathol;c Q_hurch :11111
adopt a new name, Dignity Heal .

“We will remain a Catholic hospi-
tal, sponsored by the Adrian Dom;n;i
can Sisters, follow}mgthe ethlcl_1
and religious directlve’s for Cathottc
health care servic.es,. Dr. N‘amet ti
Mickiewicz, Dominican Hospi at
president, said in a brief'statemen
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Hospital celebrated with con-
 siderable fanfare its founding

buy up smaller community
banks and doctors who prac-
tice independently are pres-
sured to join larger groups.
“I'm not so sure becoming
leaner and meaner is better
for the American economy

“ million in electronic medical
records for the next five years
as a way of using data to drive
innovation and improve care
while cutting costs, Déan
said.

In mid-December, the pri-

appropriately comment on
their actions.””

Dignity operates three hos-
pitals in the diocese, Domini-
can in Santa Cruz, Arroyo
Grande in Arroyo Grande,
and French Hospital in San

Monday. “In the rapidly chqngiélv% by the Adrian Sisters 70 years or consumers in general,” he vately run company was des- Luis Obispo, he said, adding,
health care erivironment, this rlthe ago. said. ignated by Medicare as one “We do not anticipate any
name and structure position According to Kaiser Health  Local resident Dale Owen of 26 “hospital engagement significant changes in these

entire organization for growth and

suceess.”
Beverly Grova, who heads the

Dominican Hospital Foundation,

News, Catholic Healthcare
West leaders said the change
has been in development since
2009, when the sisters raised

offered a different perspec-
tive.

“I think separation of
church and administration

centers,” accepting a mission
to change practices to reduce
injuries and complications
40 percent and hospital read-

three hospitals’ operations as
a result of the change to Dig-
nity Health.”

Deck pointed out Domini-

reiterated that message. d that it. They said they consulted of health care is a good idea,” missions 20 percentover three can’s Catholic affiliation pre-
“Everyone can be assure llent with Archbishop George Nie- Owen said. “Religious dogma years. That initiative is fund- vents doctors there from doing
Dominican’s dedication to exc derauer of San Francisco and

i ice has not
care, quality and service hc
changed, nor has our commitment
to looking out for the less fortunate

among us,” she said.
Theg switch comes as the health

he determined the governance
change was consistent with
the church’s teachings and
that it could proceed.

should not stand in the way
of medical decisions made
between a patient and his or

» her doctor, especially if the

patient is not a member of the

ed by the federal health care
overhaul legislation.
Catholic Healthcare West
had three layers of manage-
ment. Nuns from six religious

a tubal ligation — a procedure
to prevent future pregnancies,
at the time of a cesarean sec-
tion — or an abortion.

Those who want a tubal

for major Jean Dunn of Santa Cruz church in question.” orders served as corporate ligation must go to Sutter
care industry prepares f 2014 as was stunned by the news. Her Asyet, there arenoobvious board members who appointed Maternity and Surgery Cen-
changes due to take effect uln husband was chief of staff at signs of a secular affiliation.  the 18-member board of direc- ter or Watsonville Community
part of the federal overhaul. Heon 89 Dominican Hospital and she Dominican Hospital spokes- tors; together they selected the Hospital, he said, noting abor-
In the past year, t»:here ha;’f involv- volunteered for chaplain ser- man Mike Lee said none of executive management. tions usually are performed at
merger and a(?qulsmon de' - 1? The vices for 35 years and served the Catholic Healthcare West Dignity has a single board a freestanding outpatient cen-
ing U.S. hospitals, accordmi Ouisi- six years on the hospital’s eth- signs have been changed but that retains nine members ter rather thanat a hospital.
Health Care Mergers andl_ C%ion ics committee. that process is in the works.  from Catholic Healthcare “I don’t think Dominican
tions Monthly, attﬁsa(;eggué)oﬁ%nicén “Tam a Catholic,” shesaid.  Dignity Health is the fifth West. They include Sister Hospital will start doing abor-
Just four mon 8

g
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“It’s a monumental disap-
pointment to see Dominican

largest health system in the
nation, operating 25 Catholic

Julie Hyer, a member of the
Adrian Sisters who preceded

tions right away,” Deck said,
but he expects there will be

Hospital part of a secular orga- hospitals and 15 non-Catho- Mickiewicz as Dominican pressure to perform that ser-

hization.” lic hospitals. It was founded Hospital president. She did vice, perhaps by setting up a
Dr. Jerome Deck, who in 1986 when nuns in Burl- notreturn a call seeking com- separate unit.

served as president of Domin- ingame and Auburn merged ment Monday. The crucifixes were miss-

ican’s medical staff 30 years their health care ministries. The Diocese of Monterey ing from the patient rooms

ago, voiced regret. Lloyd Dean, Dignity’s presi- had little comment on Catholic last year when he visited a
“I'm sorry to see the Catho- dent and chief executive offi- Healthcare West’s decision. friend at the hospital, he said,

lic system is going to knuckle cer, said the name change “Dignity is an independent but they were back in place

under to business,” he said.
Deck, who retired from
medicine in 2000, considers the
change part of the “leaner and
meaner” trend in the business
world, in which large banks

reflects a commitment to
being a national leader in
health care, supporting the
company’s “long-term plan to
grow and coordinate care.”
Dignity is investing $1.8

organization that operates
within the boundaries of the
diocese, but is not a part of
the diocese,” said Dean War-
ren Hoy, spokesman for the
bishop. “Therefore, we can’t

when his wife was a patient
this month.

“We asked the head nurse
about it,” he said. “Enough
Catholics objected to them
being removed.”

Dignity alt is the fifth largest
health system in the nation, operating

25 Catholic hospitals and 15_ non-
Catholic hospitals.
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