Red tape
entangles
‘Mall hotel

By MARK BERGSTROM
Sentinel staff writer
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Owner Barry Swenson of
~ Jose wants to take it down, and
almost got his wish in the wake
the Oct. 17 earthquake when the
council ordered demolition. i
But before the wrecking ball
could crash into the bas-relief, the
National Trust for Historic Preser- :
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“We feel that we absolutely can-
not give away the decision of
whether we can open our streets
and sidewalks to :a state agency
with no accoun bility to the
people of Santa Cruz,” Wormhoudt
said after the closed-door meeting.

She said the citi would reiterate
that position to the state Office of

g Historic Preservation.

She said she could not predict
@how the state agency might re-

She said she believes the message
is clear that the agency wants the
building saved. “I can’t imagine
they’d go to so much trouble to try
to take jurisidiction if they didn’t
care whether it stayed up or not,”
she said. -

«pd like to see it repaired, too,
but there are competing public
interests,” Wormhoudt said.

She said the council also will
reiterate its order to Swenson to
shore up the building in the mean-
time, so the street can be reopened.
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Ron Swenson complained that
the council was putting his
brother’s feet in concrete.

Wormhoudt disagreed.

«This does not just apply to the
St. George. If anyone wants to con-
vert (from low-income housing)toa
more profitable use, something
must be done for the people who
are displaced. You just can’t shove

those people aside,” said Worm-

houdt.

Councilwoman Jane Yokoyama
said rebuilding low-income units is
essential in the city, which she said
is in a housing crisis since the
earthquake, with more than 500
single-room units lost. ;

But because the ordinance will
require a second reading at the
May 8 council meeting, and then
will not become effective for 30
days after that, Swenson has some- -
what of an out.

If he applies for a demolition
permit prior to June 7, his building
will fall under the old 50-percent
standard, said City Attorney John
Barisone. :
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