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Tourlsts day trippers and natives

could have their hassles of ]ockeymg \
 for space on Santa Cruz beaches i

folks said. .

Tt was all too much for them.

Karen Beltramo of Live Oak sat on
a parking lot curb beside the
recreation area, watching her 21-
month-old daughter, Carmen,
explore the f1ner detalls of dry
brush.

“I found more,” said the gravely
, vorced toddler. She reached out her

*palm to show specks to a stranger..

“They’re seed pods,” her mom said.

“Seed pods,” the child repeated.

No swimming rules at Loch
Lomond; which stores three-quarters
of Santa Cruz’s drinking water, |
helped to feed Saturday S frenzy of :
idleness. '

Little Beltramo pointed to the’
glassy lake. “Water ” she said. “I
want to get in.”

. Her mom smlled and shook her
headno. .~ i

Along the trail that winds around‘
the lake, Eleanor Lattner and Ryan
Deller headed back toward the :

Team rowing powers th‘is trio across Loch LOmond on Saturday he

- weeks from March to July. Ot

-there too. .

“Bill Lovejoy/Sentmel photos -
mkmg water. '

: parking lot with flshmg poles but:n

The state Department of Fish and
Game stocks the reservoir with.
rainbow trout about every three

—largemouth bass, bluegill and
channel catfish — make thelr ]

 But Saturday s act1v1ty level
seemed universal, even among the
gilled.

Lattner and Deller discussed
various conspiracy theories durmg ‘
their walk back, including one that -
had a completely fishless lake, and -
actors walking around posingas. =~ -
successful fisherman, only to taunt
them.

In more than six trips to the lake

Lattner said she had seen only one: tOCh il

fish actually pulled from the water. - Lomond is a
“Whenever we see someone with . footwear-

fish, it’s always exactly six fish optional

perfectly hanging from the line,” -
Lattner said. “And the people always ;
have the L.L: Bean Wardrobe from
head to toe.”
“They’re definitely actors,” she s
sald “Poorly paid extras,T'm sure.”

environment.

. bring for days like this.
 None will require action.

“I'm a lazy-man fisherman,” he
‘explained. “I like to sit down and.

fiHe wasn’t buymg the ﬂshless lake T at’ the top means less
5 theory though. ;
' “Oh, they’re out there 2 he Sald As

faras he ‘s concerned, there’sa

oxygen ;
Waiting f  science takes. tlme and
s today, he said, he had plenty of it.

- After an hour of keeping an . . reasonable explanatlon for the slow : Near-future plans, Villalobos said, - that’s it. Period.”
occasional eyeonhispoles, - ‘' . fishday. . include sleeping, chatting with o , 4
Villalobos still had seenno . . _ '“See; the colder water at the .+ strangers and watching some Contact Nancy Pasternackat .. .. 7.
- movement. ik ‘_bottom\ has more oxygen and the 1

television on a small set he likes to npasternack@santacruzsentinel.com.




