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TH E sweeping Immigration Reform
and Control Act has hit Santa Cruz
County, but no: 11 of the 5,000 or SO
undocumented residents here are
overjoyed with thegngws.

Despite the fact that thousands of
Hispanics have finally reached the
end of their rainbow, the controver-
sial law is being met with confusion,
skepticism and Paraneia.

Although local news reports have
noted that very few applicants have
been showing up at the nearest immi-
gration center in Salinas, local
feSponse to the legalization stipula-
tions has been tremendous, 6,000
undocumented residents have ap-
peared ‘at information clinics spon-
sored by a variety of local agencies,
which as of this week have banded
together to form the brand new Santa
Cruz Immigration Project.

The project has been set up to aid
the thousands of potential new citj-
zens as well as those Jeft out in the
cold as a result of the new law.

“There is a lot of misinformation
and confusion surrounding the law,
and we are trying to sort it all out for
the people,” said Cruz Gomez, direc-
tor of the Migrant Media Project.

“We expect 95 percent of th&ocal
applicants to qualify and be accepted,”
Gomez said. “But it’s a tedious pro-
cess because of all the documentation
required (to become eligible for citi-
zenship). We are havinga lot of prob-
lems with letters of recommendation
from growers not being specific about
dates. Some have already decided to
80 back to Mexico, and some grow-
ers are complaixliqg_ that they (i%'gfgl
‘undocumernes ‘ev entually gain
tain criteria 10 status.
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North Coast resident Reynaldé uéféro (iight)
mountain of citizenship application pPaperwork
(sitting) and Deborah Levin,

Another category are those with
proof they worked in the fields for at

least 90 days between May 1985 and
May 1986,

There are, however, drawbacks to
both legalization plans. The cost to
file an application is $185 per person,
regardless of how many people are in
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a family. There are 30 exclusions,
including being convicted of 4 felony
Or two misdemeanors or being men-
tally ill, for which eligibility is denjed
And applicants must go through a
two-step process, gaining full citizen-
ship only after an 18-month tempor-
ary status.

As a trade-off for the amnesty por-
tion of the act, the law contains a pair
of “get tough” measures. Employers
are now required to check the identi-
fication of workers, and theoretically
are not allowed to hire illegal aliens
(according to the law, only docu-
mented persons or those qualifying
for the new legalization can be hired).
Violators can be hit with a $250 fine
or six months in Jail. Also, the federa]
“border patro]” budget has been
increased by 50 percent.

“Enforcement of employer sanc-

 tions doesn’t have any teeth, and I

(continued on page 6)

i r
mation clinics f())r P
icants).
applicants) .
dezgut overall 1t's 2 di
& G&E
ilver said. o
Sﬂvef At o than before
o n even harder i
ow o, ;
comi\(?ocumemed cmfexz)sf
onu _ .
The liberal as;; e i :
two categores ’
jmmigrants @ chan
itizens.
ed citizen:
- Judes people

en resid-
e 1982.

”
astrous 1aw,

the law,
is

signed to 8
deresgently 1\1ega1ﬂ
: become full-ile inc
. One eligible grouphave

can prove they. e Jan. 1,
\';vho_m this country sinc
ing

REPORTS & COMMENTS

A )

Immigration

“But just having the san‘ctiqns‘ gives
employers an excuse to dlSCl’llTllnatC. ‘
Some will now be able to pay illegals
$2 an hour and claim that they are
taking a risk by hiring them at all.
U.S. Attorney- General Ed Mecse,
that champion of civil righ_ts, is set-
ting up the division that will handle

(continued from page 4)

doubt growers are worried gbout
being fined,” said Silver, who sits on
the joint Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service task force, a l(?cal

to monitor : L
watchdog group formed : . hac il
human ngghts abuses committed by | complaints against gr

i —Kevin Hanson
the Immigration Service.
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