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*“The Bear Fight”

Even for a region as rich in‘legen-
dary lere as the Santa Cruz moun-
| tains, the story of Mountain Charley

McKiernan's fight with a gr
bear is outstanding as a typically
Lerole tale, ‘sufficiently colorful to
| remain in the minds of men with-
;out. the necessity for émbellishment.
;‘ One of the most famous of all-the
| legends of the country, the story in
Irit.q present form, as told by McKiern-
jan’s son, James V., who.lives on the
| old home place near the summit, is
| a5 nearly correct &s the passage - of
|a few weeks less than 80 years will
| permit, and is unadorned.

| - Grizzly bears in the early 50's
| were plentiful, killing off the stock
with ‘abandon, and . were . hunted
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and conscious, but paralyzed from | = o o8 tha Inimesh -tree
| the waist down from shock. While | o Coies in Californi
the fight had been only a matter of | SPECIE e g £ 35’ bradn
jgeconds, Mountain Charley said he feet.;n 0'?&?":{‘ & ‘(;” rlmz i
[ remained conscious throughout, and (i circumierence, fm ‘f) Becalse OF
remembered every act of his life to) . diameter at the top. Be altse. Of
date while it was passing. The bear its iImmense size 1§mc the (‘uur-x.ﬂr};;‘
was not seen agaih. ‘.prescpted in {‘:a.u‘zn,nz out timber ol

Taylor {bound up McKiernan’s |t dxametm' in t‘ne‘ rug ;'rrzlimz‘
head with his shirt, and leaving|Where it grows, the iree 3 SPRATOUE
him his loaded rifle for protection, by Woodsmen. kg o
went to bring a horse to carry the |, A second tree may be seen grow-,
wounded man home. ) ing out of a broken branch m&rq

THE “SILVER SKULL” & than 100 feet from the ground, itse!f .

A Dr, Bell of San Jose manufac- & good-sized tree over two feet in
tured a stlver plate out of two Mexi- |diameter. It is now the property of 1
can half.dollars to fit in the broken |McKicrnan'’s son, James V., "Mo-
| portion of his skull, where the bear |Kiernan of San Jose.
had hitten through the frontal bone ;
and the top of his skull over his{ Next Sunday: The  Schultheige,’
left eye. Mrs, Schultheis was. his| Averill, Chase and Tayior home-
{ his nurse. steads; development of Summit dis-
Within three weeks the plate had triet and ghost town of Patchen,

tay lan8m

Fascinating Variety
OfMountain Lore In
- Weekly Insm!lmem&y

Many famous stories of almost legendary character of ¢l
early days in the Santa Cruz mountains have core dows |
to the present, distorted almost beyond recognition by the
passage ‘of time and the inaccuracy of memories—stories
whose' true versions are often more unbelievable than the
accepted accounts,

To unravel the tangled threads of these legends, to find
the real sequence of events that led up to each, will be one
of the main purposes of the stories appearing on this page | *
during the Sundays to come,

How a crew of Chinese workers was blown to Kingdom

l

Come in an explosien in the Wright tunnel; how a school
teacher lived in a cave above Saratoga; how a band of ¥
hatdy gold-hunters from Skyline sailed- to Alaska and ;
sailed back again empty-handed—these are but a sample
.of the lore in store for Mercury Herald readers as this
series unfolds; ¥ s )
Towns that most residents of this region never head of:
Loma Prieta, Patchen, Highland Center, the uproarious |
camp ‘at “The Tunnel,” as Wright's station was orice
known; Castle’s famous “discovery,” and the all-important
coming of the railroad, these are but the beginning of the
story of “The Ghost Towns of the Santa Cruz Mountains.”




