Park’s
purchase
is made
official

% -~
Cliropeht

Santa Cruz closes

escrow on 246 acres
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Santa Cruz officially acquited 246
Lv*_aéres of coastal uplands Tuesday,
7 ending a 20-year battle for the proper-
ty’s purchase as part of a greenbelt of
public park land surrounding the city.

The city closed escrow on a $3.9
million deal to buy the land from the
Bombay Corp. of Fresno, marking its
largest greenbelt purchase in a dec-
ade.

“This very moment, it's public
land,” Santa Cruz Mayor Katherine
Beiers said at a news conference on
the property, gesturing toward the
oaks and ocean views. ‘It is a city
park. We're out here on this gorgeous
day to celebrate.”

The land will not be open to the
public, however, until sometime next
spring, Beiers said. City officials fear
trampling by visitors during the rainy
season could damage sensitive habi-
tat and contribute to erosien, she
said. In the meantime, city officials
will assess sensitive areas and deter-
mine an appropriate level of public
use, she said.

The purchase was made possible
by $1.65 million in Measure G bond
funds approved overwhelmingly by
voters Nov. 3, and by a $1 million
state appropriation. The city contrib-
uted $1 million and received a
$250,000 state environmental en-
hancement grant.

Santa Cruz has been eyeing the
Bombay land for two decades. Voters
in 1979 identified it for acquisition un-
der a greenbelt initiative.

But the road to purchasing the
property has been rocky.

The Bombay Corp. bought the land
in 1991 for a reported $1.5 million
with plans to build luxury homes

See PARK, Page 4B

| i Sen. Bruce
orted the proposal at the time, D-Santa Cruz, and state ¢
® PARK 2351?@ the city cI:)uld not afford tobuy  McPherson, R-Santa Cruz, pushed it

from Page 1B the land for Bombay’s price — then through

But public opposition “We went two laps around the

i i i d track” said Keeley, the Assembly’s
icti the following year. Wwas SO strong that the council agree : mk
%:?i‘égelzgg;sg lost the first round in 10 put a bond measure On the ballot new speaker pro tem, who joined

illion toward the Beiers for the ceremony.
court. and pledged $1 million tow; e A2t

i - hase.
Vifh e cass e SEE % G, which authorized $7 County will manage 85 acres of the

: egotiating a com- Measure
l;?gngggp tt)l?gc?g' Ic;f.l%cizslls tl%at would . million in bonds for the Bombay pur(i {)trsopegtgazlon(gzrlxloroers(; S;gﬁi(ﬂi%fsly?gf
lopment in exchange chase, fire station improvements an T em
?(l)l;) “lre?vritxllegdfxgsgpofe the land ugn a new urban park, was approved by the land may ‘lat;er be 'expanded under
touched. They proposed a 95home threefourths ofcityvoters. agl‘r‘eezment Wltltl the city. PRSI
subdivision which exceeded current The state’s $1 million contribution Tt's a beaunﬁq piece of land, Sl?ld NERGURY NEWS
Shifsn SO by et A0 LY o Cak, dre T’
’ ; servation. by Gov. Pete on. But a bip ;
acr;s ﬁaf]l;?lntg of C(())\irll)éiei members effort by Assemblyman Fred Keeley, demar, and 3year-old grandson, ~ceremony.

there, and sued the city over its re- $3.35 million.

!




