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Brian Thomas is moving Computer Jones, which offers used com

‘Zonina-code violations force Computer Jones to move

By STEVE PEREZ
Sentinel staff writer

SOQUEL — “See all this?” Brian Thomas, owner of

Computer Jones, waved a hand at the stacks of used -
- computer parts, accessories and software piled high
~-in his warehouse at 3022 Winkle Ave.

] have to walk away from it. I don’t have the trucks,
I don’t have the storage. I don’t have a good back.”
And he doesn’t have a choice, he said.
Thomas, 54, blames his impending Aug. 15 move to

smaller quarters in Santa Cruz on a zoning problem
with the county and his landlord’s failure to tell him
the property wasn’t properly zoned for his business.

An attorney for landlord Bei-Scott and Co. says
there’s a matter of more than $17,000 in unpaid rent.

The county says Thomas didn’t apply in time for the
proper use permit and that neighbors complained
about various problems, including the outdoor stor-
age of computer parts.

For whatever reason, Thomas, a dealeér here since
1993 in the castoffs and leftovers of this county’s love-
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puter parts and software, to smaller quarters.
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LRy
hate relationship with the personal computer, is re-
booting. ‘

His new location at 1329 Mission St. is half the size
of his current 3,200-square-foot home. That means
less room for the hundreds of used monitors, comput-
er cables, CD-ROMs and computer books.

Thomas said his business probably saves “‘a moun-
tain” of used computer equipment from the landfill
every few months.

Please see COMPUTER — BACK PAGE
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~ He said he regullarly c( ntrlbutes
software to local schooJ I give
them so much; They say, ‘stop.’”

The “buy, sell, trade” bazaar at
Winkle Avenue regularly ¢lraws bar-
gain hunters like Mark Ze'Ller, 39, of
Santa Cruz. |

“I've been her:e before,” Zeller
said.

Wednesday, the owner of a used
486 PC was holding late-model ver-
sions of two accounting software
packages.

“It’s a good way to get to know how
stuff works, and spending only 10
bucks. And 1f it turns out th\at it’s not
exactly what I want, that’s ' perfectly
fine with me.”

But that open-bazaar atmosphere
didn’t thrill Thomas’ nelghbors, ac-
cording to First Dlstnct upemsor
Jan Beautz.

They complained to the county
about the traffic, the biles of stuff in
the parking lot, the signs advertising
his sales of “$1 for all you (:an carry”

days.
Code enforcement officers from
the county inspected. Thomas

learned the zoning for his 'area had
been downgraded during a general
plan revision in 1994. They said he
would never/ be able to <1Ptain the
proper permLt

Code enforcement and, 'repeated
warnings resulted and d\lentually,
the business was deemed o1it of com-
pliance. ‘

Thomas insists he was af ssured his
use was legal when he signed an
agreement with Bei-Scott tdv(l lease the
property. He says that zonjnmg prob-
lem cost him: a chance to siell a per-
centage of the business. It allso forced
him to stop paying rent la;st Novem-
ber and eventually into barikruptcy.

He filed a Superior Court lawsuit
over the matter. A routine ;ase man-
agement conference is set /\ug. 14.

His attorney, Donald Charles
Schwartz of Aptos, said th'e eviction
was retaliation for that suit..

Bei-Scott’s; attorney, Rei«l Schantz,
says he doeisn’t have much sympathy
for Thomas. plight, callu ng him a

professmn:al victim.” 8

“When he: moved here, it was obvi-
ous by terms of the lease thiat he had
to get a permit for his ojperation,”
Schantz said. Had Thomas: followed
through within a year aftir moving
in, Schantz said, his use would prob-
ably have leen “grandfathe:red” in.
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